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BY JENNIFER HLAD

Stars and Stripes

 Nearly 20,000 troops were sexu-
ally assaulted last year, according 
to estimates based on an anony-
mous survey released Thursday, 
a decrease from 26,000 in 2012, 
when the Pentagon last con-
ducted the survey, but virtually 

identical to the 2010 estimate.
At the same time, the percent-

age of victims who reported 
crimes increased from 11 percent 
in 2012 to 24 percent in 2014, ac-
cording to the report.

While the Department of De-
fense believes the results show 
“substantive, comprehensive prog-

ress” in combating the crime, crit-
ics of the military justice system 
called the numbers “appalling.”

Every two years, the mili-
tary conducts an anonymous 
workplace- and gender-relations 
survey of thousands of active and 
reserve troops, asking how many 
have been sexually assaulted in 

the previous year. The percent-
age of respondents who say they 
have experienced unwanted 
sexual contact is then applied to 
the total number of troops in the 
military, creating the estimate of 
how many troops have been sex-
ually assaulted.

Additionally, the Pentagon re-

leases data each spring about the 
sexual assaults that have been
reported to law enforcement 
and commanders.

There is always a significant
gap between the number of sex-
ual assaults estimated to have oc-
curred and the number reported. 

SEE SURVEY ON PAGE 4
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Protesters  gather 
at Times Square on 
Wednesday following 
the  announcement 
that the New York City 
police officer involved 
in the chokehold 
death of Eric Garner 
 would not be  indicted  
— a case that drew 
comparisons to the 
deadly police shooting 
in Ferguson, M o. 
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“ ‘If you wander off into 
China,’ we were told, ‘you 

will be shot.’ ”
— Associated Press reporter Eric 
Talmadge, on a warning he and a 
companion photographer received 
while traveling on a road in North 

Korea to places not previously visited 
by foreign journalists 

See story on Page 12 

Q U O T E
OF THE DAY

C O M I N G
SOON

T O D A Y
IN STRIPES

TOP CLICKS
ON STRIPES.COM

1. Authorities looking into whether 
man who posed as Army Ranger 
broke law
2. Kadena student pleads guilty to 
sexually assaulting incapacitated 
classmate
3. Servicemembers warned anew to 
scrub social media accounts
4. How convicted military sex 
offenders prey again
5. Air Force pilot killed in Middle East 
crash identified

The most popular stories
on our website:

American Roundup ............ 19
Business .......................... 20
Comics ............................. 21
Crossword ........................ 21
Faces ............................... 18
Faith ................................ 16
Opinion ....................... 22-23
Sports .........................24-32
Weather ........................... 20

Books

Patricia 
Cornwell

BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON —  About the 
end of the year, most of the nearly 
3,000 American troops deployed in 
Liberia to fight an Ebola epidemic 
will finish their work and will be 
ready  either to start returning 
home  or to go assist another coun-
try, the top U.S. general for Africa 
operations said Wednesday.

So far, AFRICOM commander 
Gen. David Rodriguez told report-
ers at the Pentagon, home appears 
to be the more likely destination.

The lead U.S. agency for the re-
sponse to Ebola, the U.S. Agency 
for International Development, 
has indicated troops probably 
won’t be needed in Sierra Leone 
or Guinea, two other nations that 

are part 
of Opera-
tion United 
Assistance.

“Right 
now, USAID 
does not 
think we’ll 
have to do 
that, but 
they’re con-
tinuing to 
monitor that 
very closely,” Rodriguez said.

The bulk of the troops are doing 
engineering work in Liberia, but 
a downturn in the infection rate 
there caused the number of treat-
ment centers they were expected 
to build to drop from 17 to 10. 
Most will be only half as big as 
originally planned. Civilian agen-

cies are increasingly able to take 
on logistical work, he said.

Should the USAID decide U.S. 
troops are needed in the other na-
tions, which are enduring some-
what smaller Ebola outbreaks 
than the one that struck Liberia, 
Rodriguez said the deployment 
wouldn’t rival the size of the cur-
rent one in Liberia.

More than 6,000 people have 
died of Ebola infection in the 
three countries, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Rodriguez also said that in 
about 30 days the military would 
review whether the current poli-
cy requiring a 21-day quarantine 
for troops returning from West 
Africa is still necessary. Several 
groups of returning servicemem-

bers have either entered or passed
through the quarantine process,
and there have been no reported
exposures to the disease.

“It’ll be about confidence and 
ensuring the people who have had
minimum risk or no risk [of expo-
sure] to the disease, if they’re able
to do it without [quarantines,]” he
said.

With the downturn in cases, 
Operation United Assistance may
come to a close sooner than he
had previously estimated in Oc-
tober, when he said it could last a
year, Rodriguez said.

“Right now, I’d probably say it
could be a little less than that,” he
said.
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

US troops could depart Liberia soon

High costs threaten vets’ access to hepatitis C drug
Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — A new drug 
holds the potential to cure hepati-
tis C in tens of thousands of vet-
erans but will require billions of 
dollars in new spending to cover 
the cost, Department of Veter-
ans Affairs officials told a Senate 
panel Wednesday.

The department has requested 
$1.3 billion from Congress to buy 
Sovaldi, a drug approved last year 
for the treatment of the potential-
ly deadly liver disease. But the 
money will buy treatment for only 
about 30,000 infected vets, while 
as many as 114,000 might need it, 
said David Ross, director of the 
VA’s HIV, hepatitis C and public 
health pathogens programs.

 Sovaldi requires a shorter treat-
ment period and has fewer side ef-
fects and a higher cure rate than 
previously existing maintenance 
treatments that are long and pain-
ful and sometimes require liver 
transplants. Providing it to all the 
veterans at the current price of 
 more than $500 per pill could cost 
the VA another $2.6 billion.

The VA has cut its cost for the 
drug in half through negotia-
tions with the company that owns 
Sovaldi, Gilead Sciences Inc., 
but is still asking for more than 
 $1 billion  in new funding to begin 
treatments, said Michael Valenti-
no, pharmacist and chief consul-

tant to the VA Pharmacy Benefits 
Management Services.

For now, the department is 
shifting money to provide Sovaldi 
to vets who request it, he said.

Veterans, especially those from 
the Vietnam War, are infected 
with hepatitis C at a higher rate 
than the rest of the population. 
Research suggests that many 
contracted the virus before it was 
recognized through blood trans-
fusions and other medical care; 
other factors are intravenous 
drug use common during the 
war, the fact that the VA gener-
ally serves a lower socioeconomic 
class, and that transfusions were 
saving lives on the battlefield in 
great number for the first time.

The Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee called the hearing 
after the chairman, Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., saw the high-dollar 
request from the VA earlier this 
year. In July, Sen. Ron Wyden, 
D-Ore., and Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, asked Gilead to explain 
why the high U.S. price — $1,000 
 per pill — differs from that in 
other countries as well as from a 
previous U.S. estimate.

Sanders criticized Gilead for 
the prices and reaping large prof-
its while veterans face possible 
rationing due to the expense, call-
ing it a moral issue. According to 
the senator, Gilead bought the 
original company that developed 

Sovaldi for $11 billion and stands 
to make about $200 billion on the 
drug.

“What we are looking at is very 
clearly an excessive profit and a 
lot of that profit is going to be paid 
by the taxpayers in this country,” 
Sanders said. 

Gilead Sciences declined to 
testify. Gilead spokeswoman Mi-
chele Rest told Stars and Stripes 
that the drug is worth the expense 
because it simplifies and shortens 
treatment to just eight weeks and 
can help patients avoid the cost of 
treating liver disease.

It offers a “cure at a price that 
will reduce hepatitis C treatment 
costs in the short-term and deliv-
er significant healthcare savings 
to the healthcare system over 
the long-term,” Rest wrote in an 
email response.

The ranking Republican on the 
Senate committee stood up for 
the pricing.

Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., said 
companies such as Gilead take 
large financial risks and navigate 
a testing-and-approval “valley 
of death” when developing new 
drugs.

“Innovation is expensive … I 
think the one thing we agree on is 
we don’t want to give up innova-
tion,” Burr said.

Instead of attacking prices, he 
said Congress and the VA should 
look at how much could be saved 

in the long-term by treating vet-
erans known to have hepatitis C.

“I believe the price of this par-
ticular drug should be looked at 
on the macro level,” Burr said.

Still, it remains unclear how the
VA will deal with the high costs
of treatment. Valentino said the
department expects more new
hepatitis C drugs to be released
this month and next year, which
could provide veterans alterna-
tives to Sovaldi.

But new competitor drugs are
not always cheaper once they hit
the market, and the VA will likely
be forced to ration what it can
afford, said Robert Weissman,
the president of the Washington-
based consumer rights advocacy 
group Public Citizen.

“We are still going to be stuck
with a super-high price because
the starting price was so high,”
Weissman told the Senate.

The high costs of Sovaldi and
other new drugs soon to be re-
leased will likely become un-
sustainable for the VA and other
government health care pro-
grams, said John Rother, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
the National Coalition on Health
Care, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
group that advocates for afford-
able health care.

“Sovaldi is just the canary in 
the coal mine when we look at
what is coming at us,” he said.

Rodriguez
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 BY RAHIM FAIEZ

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan 

Excitement builds in the queue 
forming behind the barbed-
wire security fence outside 
Afghanistan’s first amusement 

park as children in bright clothes clutch 
their parents’ hands and hop from foot to 
foot in anticipation of the pleasures waiting 
behind the high concrete blast walls.

For the thousands of families who have 

visited Kabul’s City Park since it opened 
during a national religious holiday week-
end in October, it is a rare escape from 
lives blighted by war, death and misery.

Squealing children hardly know where 
to look as they race through the gates. In-
side, they find large friendly characters 
that look almost, but not quite, like Min-
nie Mouse and Tom the cat from Tom and 
Jerry — all dancing together and dispens-
ing hugs.

Traditional fairground rides — includ-
ing a Ferris wheel and bumper cars — at-

tract the older kids, while 
a carousel, face painting 
and games keep younger 
children happy.

“It’s very nice. Every-
thing is very beautiful. 
The carousel horse ride 
is nice,” Sadaf, 6,  said 
through a gap-toothed 
grin as she had her face 
decorated like a mouse.

Set at the foot of the 
snow-capped Hindu Kush 
mountains, next to the 
filthy Kabul River and 
near a zoo famous only 
for its abused, one-eyed 
lion, City Park is one of 
the few places residents 
of the Afghan capital can 
take their children for a 
relaxing day out.

The city of almost 6 
million people is a virtual 
fortress. Major build-

ings are protected by concrete and barbed 
wire, and roads are choked with traffic as 
former thoroughfares are blocked to pre-
vent suicide bombers reaching potential 
targets like the Presidential Palace. Gun-
toting security forces guard almost every 
street corner.

Afghanistan has been at war for more 
than 30 years, and while U.S. and NATO 
combat troops prepare to leave  this month, 
the Taliban insurgency shows no sign of 
abating.

Few families in Kabul have been un-
touched by the violence, said Almas Qas-
eemi, the park’s deputy general manager. 

“The park is a place for entertainment, 
and there is not much of that in Afghani-
stan,” Qaseemi said. “We have a great feel-
ing when we see our people forget their 
sorrows for a few minutes and smile when 
they come here.” 

Thousands come every day, he said, 
peaking on the weekly Friday holiday at 

close to 10,000.
The park is set on 24 acres of land owned

by the Kabul Municipal Government and
leased for five years to a private company
called Mufkora — which means “concept”
in English.

Rahela Kohistani, the municipality’s cul-
tural director, said $1.5 million has been
invested in the park, with the municipal
authority taking 26 percent of profits and 
the rest going to Mufkora.

“So far we are happy, and it seems that
people are happy, too,” she said.

For Ishfaq Ahmad Adeb, 20, who spends
his days at City Park as Tom the cat, and
Omid, 18, who plays Minnie Mouse, the
children’s joy rubs off.

“When the children see me in this outfit,
they really believe that Minnie Mouse has 
come to Kabul,” Omid said. “They laugh
and try to shake hands with me; they re-
ally enjoy it.” 

PHOTOS BY RAHMAT GUL/AP

 Afghanistan’s first amusement park is City Park in Kabul, where  lines form behind the barbed-wire security fence outside the park . 

Park gives kids relief
from Afghan miseries

Children enjoy a carousel ride at City Park in Kabul.  

 Sadaf, 6, gets his face painted at Afghanistan’s 
amusement park.
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 BY DAN LAMOTHE

The Washington Post

The Navy is investigating re-
ports that some of the first women 
ever assigned to a Navy subma-
rine were secretly recorded on 
video while showering, a Navy 
official said.

The incidents allegedly oc-
curred on the USS Wyoming, an 
Ohio-class ballistic missile sub-
marine that is based in Kings 
Bay, G a. The Navy first learned 
of the allegations last month and 
launched an investigation along 
with the Naval Criminal Investi-
gative Service, the official said.

Navy Lt. Leslie Hubbell, a ser-
vice spokeswoman, declined to 
specify what happened, citing the 
ongoing investigation. The Navy 
was notified of possible criminal 
behavior  aboard the Wyoming, 

she said. Another Navy official 
confirmed it involves allegations 
that women were recorded on 
the Wyoming in various states of 
undress.

“If the allegations prove to be 
factual, the Navy will ensure 
individuals involved are held 
accountable for their actions,” 
Hubbell said.

The investigation, first re-
ported by the independent Navy 
Times, centers on a 24-year-old 
enlisted sailor on the submarine. 
The videos are believed to show at 
least three female officers while 
showering or undressing, and had 
been recorded over more than a 
year, Navy Times reported, citing 
a source who had spoken to one of 
the  reputed victims.

The allegation is a troubling 
development in the integration of 

women into new jobs in the mili-
tary. Female officers were first
assigned to submarines in late 
2011, with the Wyoming among
the first involved. In addition to
the Wyoming, women now serve
on at least six other submarines. 
Enlisted female sailors are still 
not allowed to do so, but the ser-
vice is aiming to integrate them
by 2020.

Women are expected to be inte-
grated on fast-attack submarines
for the first time in January, when
female officers are assigned to
the USS Virginia and USS Min-
nesota. Since the Navy lifted a
prohibition on women serving on
submarines in April 2010, at least
43 women have done so, service 
officials said in October. 

FROM FRONT PAGE

In 2012, when 26,000 troops 
were estimated to have been 
sexually assaulted based on the 
anonymous survey results, just 
3,374 had reported.

The number of reported sexual 
assaults increased dramatically 
to 5,061 — up 50 percent — in 
2013, then increased by 8 percent 
in 2014.

Previous anonymous surveys 
have been administered by the 
DOD, but this year’s survey was 
conducted by the Rand Corp., 
which used the formerly used 
questionnaire for a random sam-
ple of troops, and a redesigned 
survey for other troops. The Rand 
study estimated about 20,000 vic-
tims of sexual assault, while the 
estimate based on the previous 
methodology was 19,000. 

Rand experts said the survey 
was designed to address criticism 
of the DOD’s earlier surveys. 
Among other things, researchers 
said, it utilized a larger sample 
size, simplified wording of key 
questions and made a distinction 
in its measures between instances 
the military classifies as crimes 
and those classified as workplace 
equal opportunity violations.  

The spiking number of sexual 
assaults grabbed the attention of 
several lawmakers, who in the 
past two years have been debat-
ing how best to deal with the 
crimes and to prevent more in the 
future. 

Several reforms championed 
by Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., 
took effect a year ago, and after 
seeing initial accounts of the re-
port, she issued a statement say-
ing the combination of increased 
reporting and decreased assaults 
was “exactly the combination 
we’re looking for.”

“I’m sure there’s more work 
to do, and I’m anxious to hear 
how victims feel about the ser-
vices and support offered to them 
when they report an assault,” Mc-
Caskill said.

But Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, 
D-N.Y., who this week renewed 
a push to remove the authority 
to prosecute sexual assault and 
other serious crimes from the 
victim’s chain of command, said 
some of the numbers should be a 
“screaming red flag.”

“For a year now, we have heard 
how the reforms in the previous 
defense bill were going to protect 
victims and make retaliation a 
crime,” she said. Instead, 62 per-
cent of people who said they re-
ported  sexual assaults also said 

they were retaliated against for 
speaking up, Gillibrand said — 
the same number as last year.

Gillibrand said the numbers 
illustrate why the number of vic-
tims who report crimes remains 
low, and called the prevalence 
of sexual assault and unwanted 
sexual contact in the military 
“appalling.” 

There is no other mission in the 
world for our military where this 
much failure would be allowed,” 
she said. “Enough is enough. Last 
December, the president said he 
would give the military and pre-
vious reforms a year to work and 
it is clear they have failed in their 
mission.”

Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel did order several new 
training and assault-prevention 
measures in a memo that accom-
panied the report. 

A new, installation-centered 
study will “customize” sexual 
assault-prevention measures at 
a number of bases to determine 
which policies and procedures 
are most effective, Hagel said. 

“This effort will identify instal-
lation and community risk factors 
for sexual assault and develop as-
sociated actions leadership can 
take to mitigate sexual violence,” 
he wrote in the memo. A plan for 
the study is due on Jan. 30.

Hagel also ordered “first line” 
supervisors throughout the DOD 
to undergo training in the re-
sponsibility of bosses in sexual 
assault prevention and response 
programs. The new training ap-
plies to all junior officers, junior 
enlisted supervisors and civilian 
employees that supervise mili-
tary members.

Hagel also ordered new pro-
cedures for installation com-
manders to prevent reprisals and 
retaliation for reports of sexual 
assault, and ordered service 
branch secretaries to publicize 
the report findings “in an inter-
active manner.”

Hagel said the report showed 
the DOD is having some success 
in fighting sexual assault but that 
more effort is needed.

“While our report to the presi-
dent demonstrates progress, as 
we all know, our work is not com-
plete,” he wrote in the memo. “We 
must remain persistent and re-
lentless in our efforts to eradicate 
sexual assault from the military.”
For the complete report, a fact sheet 
and the defense secretary’s recom-
mendations, go to stripes.com.
Stars and Stripes reporter Chris Carroll 
contributed to this report. 
hlad.jennifer@stripes.com

Survey: Some data in report 
are a ‘red flag,’ senator says

JAMES KIMBER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

 The Ohio-class ballistic-missile submarine USS Wyoming  surfaces in the Atlantic Ocean in June 2012. 

Allegation: Female officers 
recorded in shower on sub

 Navy revokes honorary 
title given to Cosby

 WASHINGTON  — The U.S. 
Navy is revoking Bill Cosby’s 
title of honorary chief petty offi-
cer, saying allegations of sexual 
abuse made against the comedian 
are serious and conflict with the 
Navy’s core values.

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
and Master Chief Petty Offi-
cer Michael Stevens made the 

announcement Thursday in a 
statement.

Cosby enlisted in the Navy in 
1956 and served four years as a 
hospital corpsman before being 
honorably discharged in 1960 as 
a  petty officer third class. The 
honorary title was presented to 
Cosby in 2011.

 Cosby, 77, has refused to an-
swer questions about mount-
ing accusations that he sexually 
abused several women. 
 From The Associated Press

Obama to announce 
DOD chief  pick Friday

 WASHINGTON  — President 
Barack Obama plans to announce 
his pick to lead the Pentagon on 
Friday.

White House press secretary 
Josh Earnest would not say who 

Obama has selected. Adminis-
tration officials have said former 
Pentagon official Ashton Carter 
is expected to replace Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel.

Hagel resigned last month 
under pressure from the presi-
dent. He is staying on until his 
successor is confirmed.
 From The Associated Press
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 BY VIVIAN SALAMA

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD  — Washington has an agree-
ment with Baghdad on privileges and im-
munities for the growing number of troops 
based in Iraq who are helping in the fight 
against the Islamic State group, the new 
U.S. ambassador said Thursday.

In an interview with The Associated 
Press, Stuart Jones said Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi has given assurances that 
U.S. troops will receive immunity from 
prosecution. Under Iraq’s former prime 
minister, Nouri al-Maliki, that issue was 
a major sticking point, ultimately leading 
to the decision to withdraw all remaining 
U.S. troops in late 2011.

“That was a different situation and those 
troops would have had a different role,” 
Jones said.

“We have the assurances that we need 
from the government of Iraq on privileges 
and immunities,” he said. “It’s in the basis 
of our formal written communications be-
tween our governments and also based on 
the strategic framework agreement that is 
the legal basis of our partnership.”

The House was expected to vote Thurs-
day on a proposed $5 billion expansion of 
U.S. military operations against the Is-
lamic State group in Iraq, part of a broader 

$585 billion defense policy bill for Iraq and
Syria. Last month, Obama authorized the 
deployment of up to 1,500 more American
troops to bolster Iraqi forces, which could
more than double the total number of U.S.
forces to 3,100. That’s in addition to the 
5,000 people working for the U.S. mission 
in Iraq.

Meanwhile, a series of car bomb attacks
at a group of restaurants and a market on
Thursday killed 21 people in Baghdad,
Iraqi officials said.

 The U.S.-trained and -equipped Iraqi
military has struggled to recover from its
collapse in June, when the Islamic State
captured the country’s second-largest city,
Mosul, and swept over much of northern
and western Iraq. Iraqi commanders fled,
pleas for more ammunition went unan-
swered, and in some cases soldiers stripped
off their uniforms and ran. The U.S. began 
launching airstrikes in Iraq on Aug. 8, and
now heads a coalition backing Iraqi and
Kurdish ground forces from the air.

U.S. advise-and-assist teams, which were
based in Baghdad and the Kurdish regional
capital Irbil, are now fanning out to other
locations in the country, including the high-
ly volatile Anbar province in western Iraq,
where U.S. troops fought some of the heavi-
est battles of the eight-year conflict. 

Envoy: US troops to 
have immunity in Iraq

Hawaii-based unit to head to 
S. Korea on 9-month mission

BY ASHLEY ROWLAND

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — A Hawaii-based 
brigade is heading to South Korea on a 
nine-month rotational deployment, part of 
the Army’s increasing use of deploying in-
tact units to the peninsula rather than indi-
vidual troops on one- or two-year tours. 

The 25th Infantry Division’s 2nd Squad-
ron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, 25th Combat 
Aviation Brigade has been training for the 
upcoming deployment with a brigadewide 
field exercise at multiple locations on Oahu 
and Hawaii’s Big Island. 

Officials have not said when the 2-6 
Cavalry will arrive, where its troops will 
be stationed or how many soldiers will be 
part of the deployment, though 8th Army 
spokesman Col. Shawn Stroud said the 
unit will be attached to the 2nd Infantry 
Division as part of the standard rotational 
deployment. 

“This is just part of the Army’s rotation-
al concept,” he said Thursday.

Other units that have come to South 
Korea on rotational deployments include 
the 4th Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment 
from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., 
to Camp Humphreys and the 1st Battal-
ion, 12th Cavalry Regiment and 3rd Bat-
talion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, both from 
Fort Hood, Texas, to Camps Stanley and 
Hovey.

The Pentagon announced last month 
that the 2ID’s 1st Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team will be deactivated in June 2015 

and will be replaced by Fort Hood’s 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, which is coming to the peninsula on a 
rotational deployment. 

Supporters say the use of rotational forc-
es means more stability and less turnover 
within units during their deployments.

U.S. Forces Korea commander Gen. 
Curtis Scaparrotti last week said the “pru-
dent deployment of additive and rotational 
forces to Korea” in the past year has “en-
hanced the alliance’s readiness posture 
and reinforced the U.S. commitment to the 
Republic of Korea.”

According to the 25th ID, the brigade’s 
preparation for the deployment has in-
cluded water gunnery training, engaging 
mechanized enemy forces, conducting 
convoy operations and relocating 95 pieces 
of equipment from one side of Oahu to the 
other. Soldiers participated in live-fire ex-
ercises and set up mobile gas stations on 
the Big Island.

“We had the ability to train at several dif-
ferent locations in Hawaii over water and 
land, in a similar operations environment 
that we encounter in Korea,” Maj. Mark 
Fulmer, operations officer in charge, was 
quoted as saying in a news release. “Our 
ability to react here allows us to go out and 
do the humanitarian assistance and disas-
ter relief throughout the Pacific in support 
of U.S. Army Pacific,” he said. “In Korea, 
we will be able to do the same operations 
tactically.”
rowland.ashley@stripes.com
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BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The House 
on Thursday passed a defense 
budget that cuts troop benefits 
and clears the way for the Obama 
administration to continue its 
war strategy against the Islamic 
State, despite bipartisan outcry 
over a lack of debate.

The last-minute budget compro-
mise reduces military pay raises, 
housing allowances, prescription 
medicine coverage, and commis-
sary funding next year, while pro-
viding $63.7 billion for overseas 
wars and permission for contin-
ued arming and training of Syrian 
rebel groups.

The Senate is expected to vote 
next week on the massive 2015 
budget bill, which was cobbled 
together during weeks of  negotia-
tions after the Senate failed to pass 
its version of a defense budget.

The military “is going to have 
to live with a dramatically small-
er amount of money than they 
thought they would have,” said 
Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., the 
ranking member of the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

He said the cuts do not go far 
enough and more are likely in the 
coming years.

The military is faced with a 
shrinking budget as sequestration 
forces caps on spending. Top brass 
came to Capitol Hill earlier this 
year lobbying for a wide range of 
cuts to personnel and equipment, 
warning that their ability to fight 
wars depends on reining in the 

ballooning expenses.
“We rejected pretty much all of 

them,” Smith said. “In 2016 and 
2017, we are going to have to make 
some choices.”

Those that were approved in the 
budget bill faced little opposition 
Thursday.

“I remain concerned that these 
provisions send the wrong signal 
to our warriors and those who have 
sacrificed so much to protect our 
country,” said Rep. Randy Forbes, 
R-Va., one of the few lawmakers 
who did mention the benefits on 
the House floor Thursday.

The bill, which passed 300-119, 
approves a 1 percent White House 
cap on troop pay raises, down from 
1.8 percent increases. It opts for 
a variety of other cuts next year 
while leaving the door open for 
multi-year reductions requested 
by the Pentagon:

�  Basic housing allowances will 
go from covering 100 percent to 
99 percent of costs, while the mili-
tary hopes to eventually bring that 
down to 95 percent. 

�  Tricare pharmacy copays will 
cost troops $3 more, which could 
still be on track to meet the Pen-
tagon goal of requiring $30 more 
out of pocket for prescription med-
icine within a decade.

�  The $1.3 billion budget for 
base commissaries around the 
world will be reduced by $100 mil-
lion. Brass wants a total of $900 
million in reductions.

To get the bill approved Thurs-
day, the House barred any amend-
ments and limited debate.

Lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle were rankled by the quick 
action and especially the lack of 
debate over the  war in Iraq and 
Syria, which the Obama admin-
istration has waged since August 
under a congressional authoriza-
tion from 2002. The White House 
and lawmakers have called for an 
updated war authorization in re-
cent weeks, though there has been 
little movement on legislation.

“We are talking about a defense 
bill but we are not allowed to have 
a debate or vote on any of these 
wars we are involved in,” Rep. Jim 
McGovern, D-Mass., said.

Along with increased funding 
for Iraq operations, it allows the 
administration to continue with 
a strategy of training and arm-
ing moderate rebel groups fight-
ing the Syrian civil war in hopes 
they can be a proxy ground force 
against the Islamic State.

Congress was skeptical of the 
plan this fall, saying it did not 
have enough information from the 
White House, but passed a tempo-
rary measure to allow it to contin-
ue until Dec. 11 before leaving for 
midterm elections.

Rep. Pete Sessions, R-Texas, 
said lawmakers were voting again 
to approve the training and arm-
ing of rebels for up to two years 
without a clear understanding of 
the program. He blamed the  Sen-
ate for not passing a defense bud-
get and putting pressure on both 

chambers to hastily pass a bill in 
the last days of the  session.

“The problem is we are debat-
ing this without any real discus-

sion,” Sessions said, “because our
friends on the other side of this 
building are not willing to engage 
us on the issue.” 

Friday, December 5, 2014

MILITARY

House approves DOD budget 
that trims benefits, raises
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 BY TOM VANDEN BROOK

USA Today

WASHINGTON — Pensions 
for generals and admirals will be 
trimmed to ensure that they make 
no more in retirement than they 
earned while in uniform under an 
agreement on Pentagon spending 
for 2015 reached by Senate and 
House negotiators.

The agreement on the National 
Defense Authorization Act re-
verses a decision made in 2007 
to modify pensions for three- and 
four-star generals and admirals 
in an effort to retain them as the 
wars raged in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. It boosted the pensions of 
some senior officers by 63  per-
cent. USA Today first reported on 
the modification in 2012 when the 
Pentagon’s highest pension pay-

ment, of $272,892 per year, went 
to a retired four-star officer with 
43 years  of experience.

A January 2014 report by USA 
Today showed the Pentagon had 
no plans to reduce senior officers’ 
pensions although a December 
2013 budget agreement called for 
lower pension rates for other mili-
tary retirees.

There was no indication that 
beefing up pensions had in-
creased  retention of top officers, 
nor any sign that the Pentagon 
had been losing brass over re-
tirement pay, the Senate Armed 
Services Committee determined. 
Pensions were reduced to ensure 
that top brass share the burden of 
Pentagon cost-cutting.

“Three- and four-star gener-
als and admirals should not earn 

more in retirement than they 
did on active duty,” said Ethan 
Rosenkranz, national security 
policy analyst at the Project on 
Government Oversight, a non-
 partisan government watchdog 
group. “The House and Senate 
made the right move to revoke 
this special pension bonus for se-
nior flag officers.”

The change, also agreed to by 
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, is part of an effort to rein 

in military personnel costs. In 
all, the committees agreed to 
authorize $134.7 billion for mili-
tary personnel, including costs 
of pay, allowances, bonuses and 
death benefits. Troops  at the rank 
of colonel and Navy captain and 
below  will receive a 1  percent pay 
raise, while salaries for generals 
and admirals will be frozen. It 
also reduces housing allowances 
for troops and increases co pay-
ments for some drugs. 

“Our military families are
being asked to share the pain of
deficit reduction through a con-
strained pay increase, a reduc-
tion in housing benefits, and an
increase in pharmaceutical co-
pays,” Rosenkranz said. “It’s only
fair that the NDAA makes se-
nior flag officers forgo a special 
bonus.”

New pensions for three- and 
four-star officers will be capped
at top active-duty pay of $181,501
at the end of the month, although 
pensions for currently serving
officers will be grandfathered.
Housing and other allowances can
increase the compensation paid 
to officers by about one-third. 

The change is estimated to
save about $23 million over nine 
years.

Congress docks pensions of senior brass

Guam officials laud 
push to fund Marines’ 
move to Okinawa

BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Officials in Guam applauded 
an agreement made Tuesday by 
the House and Senate Armed 
Services Committees to partially 
unfreeze funding for military 
construction related to the move 
of 5,000 Okinawa-based Marines 
and their families to the western 
Pacific territory.

The bill would set a cap on the 
move at approximately $8.7 bil-
lion and would restrict the devel-
opment of public infrastructure 
on Guam pending further study, 
according to a copy of the bill. Ja-
pan’s Yomiuri Shimbun reported 
that Japan will pay $3.1 billion of 
that amount. 

The plan has been in limbo for 
more than three years since it 
was left unfunded by lawmakers 
concerned about costs and logis-
tics. Despite Tuesday’s deal be-
tween the chamber committees, 
it must survive floor votes in the 
House and the Senate and must 
be signed into law by President 
Barack Obama. 

“We see this as a very posi-
tive step in the right direction,” 
said  Mark Calvo, director of the 
Government of Guam Military 
Buildup Office. 

A spokeswoman for U.S. Forces 
Japan referred inquiries to the 
Pacific Command, which was un-
available for comment. Okinawa 
Gov.-elect Takeshi Onaga could 
not be reached and Nago Mayor 
Susumu Inamine declined to 
comment. Onaga is scheduled to 
assume office Wednesday.

Calvo, who is a veteran and dis-
tant cousin of Guam Gov. Eddie 
Calvo, said only one major hur-
dle remains before construction 
can really begin: An economic 
adjustment committee must re-
port to Congress on the impacts 

the move will have on Guam’s 
services, what Guam requires 
to sustain the move, and budget 
lines to fund and to mitigate the 
impacts of the move. He believed 
the report would be completed by 
March or April.

“We’re working very diligent-
ly with members of the EAC to 
produce this report accurately 
and provide it to Congress,” he 
said. “The people [of Guam] are 

happy.”
The move 

is scheduled 
to take place 
in the next de-
cade as part 
of the realign-
ment of forces 
in the Pacific 
region and is 
seen as a re-
spite for the 
island of Oki-
nawa, which is 
home to more 
than half of 
U.S. forces in 
Japan.

The progress of relocating Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Futenma 
to Camp Schwab in the northern 
portion of Okinawa is not tied to 
the move of Marines to Guam, 
Calvo said. That issue has been 
a source of contention recently 
on Okinawa after construction 
began in August to install a new 
runway in the bay as part of the 
move. The anti-base Onaga was 
elected last month by 100,000 
votes on a platform of stopping 
the move. Marine Corps officials 
have said they remain committed 
to the plan. 

The Yomiuri Shimbun reported 
that Japan  already has contribut-
ed more than $965 million for the 
Marines’ move to Guam.
Stars and Stripes reporter Chiyomi 
Sumida contributed to this report. 
burke.matt@stripes.com

‘ It’s only fair that the NDAA makes senior 
flag officers forgo a special bonus. ’

Ethan Rosenkranz
National security policy analyst at the Project on Government Oversight, a 

nonpartisan government watchdog group

‘ We see 
this as 
a very 
positive 
step in 
the right 
direction. ’

Mark Calvo
director of the 

Government of 
Guam Military 
Buildup Office
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BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
A local historian is convinced 
he’s located the site where a two-
man Japanese dive-bomber crew 
crashed on the morning of Dec. 7, 
1941, and was buried nearby: the 
tony grounds of Hoakalei Country 
Club Golf Course in Ewa Beach.

“The responsible thing to do is 
at least make an attempt to find 
these guys,” said John Bond, a 
semi-retired Ewa resident who 
has labored for years to bring 
recognition to the largely for-
gotten Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Ewa and its role in the 1941 
battle. “If they can’t find them, 
then put up a marker saying this 
is a crash site and remember that 
so-and-so was killed here. I don’t 
understand why that would be a 
problem.”

But the golf course’s owner, 
Haseko Development, has been 
less than receptive to the idea of 
an active search for the grave on 
the property, which the company 
announced in October was being 
sold to a Japanese firm. Haseko 
Vice President Sharene Saito 
Tam said the company has done 
all it was required to do in iden-
tifying culturally and archaeo-
logically significant artifacts on 
the property during development 
and has found no evidence of such 
a grave. Further, she said, Bond 
does not have documentation that 
pinpoints the gravesite’s exact 
location.

As to placing a marker on 
the grounds, she said: “From 
the company’s point of view, if 
there was evidence that showed 
that to be the case, of course it 
would be considered, but at this 
point there is nothing like that. 
But to ask any landowner to put 
a marker that indicates a grave 
where you don’t know a grave 
exists does not seem appropri-
ate or respectful of the people 

they are trying to name there.”
Of the roughly 60 Japanese 

troops who were killed or lost 
during the Dec. 7 attack, many 
were buried in various cemeter-
ies on Oahu but were repatriated 
after the war. About 30 Japanese 
remain missing from that day. 

One notable memorial to a Jap-
anese airman stands in Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe 
Bay on Oahu. A bronze plaque 
marks the spot where Lt. Fusata 
Iita, commander of the 3rd Air-
craft Group of the Japanese Im-
perial Navy, crashed his plane on 
a hillside near Kansas Tower that 
morning. Iita’s body was long ago 
returned to Japan.

The defense attache with the 
Japan consulate in Honolulu 
said the case of the two Ewa air-
men is “a difficult situation” for 
Japan because the site is private 
property and the owner says 
there’s no evidence to back up 
Bond’s assertion.

During the past few years, 
Bond and a group of historians 
specializing in the 1941 attack 
have  gathered extensive docu-
mentation and photos about the 
crash site, which had been lost to 
time and land development.

Even Tom Dye, the archae-
ologist contracted by Haseko to 
monitor its land development, 
admitted that Bond and his col-
leagues have “done an incred-
ible amount of work” in tracking 
down photos and accounts of the 
crash.

“They’ve found much more 
than I think anybody could have 
expected about this crash event,” 
Dye said. “But there’s just noth-
ing yet that gets us a location that 
we could narrow things down and 
really make a concerted effort to 
look for a burial.”

Comparing old photographs 
and military reports from the 
time of the attack, Bond said he 
has calculated the crash site lies 

within a 50-yard radius of the golf 
course’s club house.

  A Dec. 9, 1941, report by Capt. 
Lester Milz, with the 251st Coast-
al Artillery, noted that the badly 
burned bodies of two Japanese 
crewmen had been found and 
his men disposed of the remains. 
Two days a later, an Army staff 
officer visited Milz’s battery and 
wrote in his diary that he’d been 
told the airmen’s bodies had been 
buried in a “coral grave.”

“I knew they buried them in a 
sinkhole because that’s what we 
have out here,” Bond said of Ewa 
Plain, which is an ancient lime-
stone field. “You don’t dig easily 
in this ground. It’s like concrete.”

Bond contends that burying 
bodies beside crash sites was 
common in that era.

“If you had a crash and couldn’t 
extract the people out, you just 
buried them by the plane,” he 
said. 

Dye said that even if the exact 
crash site is pinpointed, there’s no 
direct evidence indicating where 
the bodies were buried.

“You really just have to guess 
at that point,” Dye said. “Mr. 
Bond perhaps is comfortable with 
guessing, but you’re not supposed 
to guess. We really don’t have any 
credible evidence to lead us to a 
place where we could productive-
ly search for remains of the two 
airmen.”

Bond suggested that ground-
penetrating sonar could be used 
to detect the grave.

“GPR has highly evolved in the 
last few years,” he said. “They’ve 
used it on archaeological sites to 
find tombs. It will detect these 
sinkholes. It’s also used in old 
cemeteries.”

Dye, however, said that lime-
stone subsurface is “a nightmare 
scenario for ground-penetrating 
sonar.” 

“The problem you have with 
ground-penetrating radar is there 
are just a huge number of false 

positives,” Dye said. “You’d have 
to dig every single one of them
up to find out what they were. It’s
not specific enough to tell you, oh, 
that’s bone versus that’s a rock or 
that’s a root.”

Bond has written a request to 
the Joint POW/MIA Account-
ing Command, which is tasked
with locating and retrieving the
remains of U.S. servicemembers 
lost overseas, requesting that it 
take an active role in searching
for the grave.

“Getting involved in another
nation’s recovery event is not 
something we’d typically do un-
less it was in the course of one
of our own investigations,” JPAC
spokesman Lee Tucker said. The 
agency has in the past provided
research assistance to the Japan
Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare’s Social Welfare and War
Victims Bureau, which oversees
such recoveries.

Tucker said the Japanese gov-
ernment did not require JPAC’s 
assistance or approval in search-
ing for remains in Hawaii.

But Takeshi Ogino, the defense 
attache at the Japan consulate 
in Honolulu, said Japan did not
have a comparable agency such 
as JPAC to research and retrieve
MIA remains in foreign coun-
tries. He said the consulate had
not received an “official request”
from either Bond or the Haseko
group in regard to searching for
the airmen’s grave or commemo-
rating the crash site.

 Haseko’s Tam said that if Bond
produces “additional information
and evidence that we can authen-
ticate,” the company might con-
sider further search.

 But Bond contends that the time
to actively search and recover the
remains is now, as the 73rd anni-
versary of the attack nears.

“If a decent search was done 
they could be found,” he said.
olson.wyatt@stripes.com 

PACIFIC

Courtesy of the  U.S. National Archives; Google satellite image

Left:  An aerial photo shows Ewa Beach, Hawaii,  in May 1942, with the  circle indicating the Dec. 7, 1941, crash sites of two planes, one 
American and one Japanese.  Right: A Google satellite image shows  the same area,  now Hoakalei Country Club Golf Course.

 Courtesy of the U.S. National Archives

Army photographer Lee Embree snapped this photo of the crash 
site of a Japanese dive bomber while he was aboard a B17 on the 
morning of the Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Hawaii .

Historian 
searches 
for WWII 
evidence
Remains of Japanese 
plane, crew might lie 
on Hawaii golf course
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 BY TOM PHILPOTT

Military folks will see compen-
sation packages pinched in 2015 
under a deal struck this week by 
House and Senate negotiators fi-
nalizing pay and benefit changes 
in the fiscal 2015 defense authori-
zation bill.

But the compensation pinch 
in 2015 could become a more 
hurtful punch starting in 2016, 
the armed services committees 
warn, if the new Congress fails to 
roll back defense spending cuts of 
$50 billion a year still mandated 
by the Budget Control Act and its 
“sequestration” cutting tool.

As expected, the Jan. 1 military 
pay raise will be capped for a sec-
ond straight year at 1 percent ,ver-
sus 1.8 percent, to keep pace with 
private sector wage growth. But 
House negotiators have persuad-
ed senators to soften provisions 
for dampening stateside housing 
allowances and for raising ben-
eficiary co-pays on drug prescrip-
tions that are not filled on base.

More dramatic, multiyear 
increases in drug co-pays em-
braced in May by the Senate 
committee have been replaced 
by a standalone $3 increase for 
non-active duty beneficiaries fill-
ing prescriptions at retail outlets 
or through the TRICARE mail 
order program.

The co-pay increases take ef-
fect as soon as the bill is signed 
but TRICARE likely won’t be 
ready to implement before Feb. 
1. At retail outlets, military fam-

ily members and retirees would 
pay $8 instead of $5 for generic 
drugs and $20 versus $17 for 
brand name drugs on the mili-
tary formulary. Non-active duty 
beneficiaries using home deliv-
ery would pay $16 instead of $13 
for a three-month supply of brand 
name drugs on the formulary, 
and $46 rather than $43 for non-
formulary brand names.

Since March, TRICARE has 
required older beneficiaries, for 
at least one year, to get nonge-
neric maintenance drugs filled 
by mail or on base. The new de-
fense bill would make the pilot 
program permanent, not just for 
the elderly but for all non-active 
duty beneficiaries needing medi-
cine for chronic conditions. Also, 
brand name drugs not on the for-
mulary would be available only 
by mail order , effective Oct. 1, 
2015. 

The House-Senate deal also 
softens a plan to cap Basic Allow-
ance for Housing increases over 
three years until servicemembers 
living off base pay 5 percent of 
average rental costs out of pock-
et. The compromise would pare 
BAH rate increases in 2015  by  1 
percent.  BAH rate protection will 
shield current recipients from the 
change until they move to their 
next stateside assignment.

In a “joint explanatory state-
ment” on the compromises 
reached, the House-Senate con-
ferees warn that heftier com-
pensation savings sought by the 

Joint Chiefs will be revisited 
after the Military Compensation 
and Retirement Modernization 
Commissions delivers its recom-
mendations in February, particu-
larly if planned defense budget 
cuts are not eased.

“If sequestration-level budgets 
remain in effect for fiscal 2016 
and beyond,  [the Defense Depart-
ment] will need to make painful 
cuts and achieve substantial sav-
ings across its entire budget [to] 
avoid an unacceptable reduction 
in readiness,” the statement says.  
“The Chiefs have urged us to take 
all action necessary, including 
compensation adjustments, to 
avoid such readiness impacts.”

The conferees also clarify that 
their deal on BAH and drug co-
pays for 2015 “preserves the op-
tion for Congress to achieve most 
of the savings” sought by the chiefs 
in pharmacy co-pays through 2024 
and also “full savings” they sought 
in housing allowances if needed to 
protect readiness.

The Congressional Budget 
Office told conferees the Joint 
Chiefs’ more aggressive plan on 
drug co-pays, which the Senate 
committee had approved, would 
have cut personnel costs by $13.2 
billion over a decade. Those 10-

year savings are  $2.3 billion under 
the compromise, leaving almost 
$11 billion in added savings their 
committees will eye again next 
year.

CBO also estimated that the 
deal lowered savings in BAH over 
10 years from $9.8 billion to $2.1 
billion. Again, that will be $7.7 bil-
lion in potential savings that will 
be needed if the new Congress  
fails to ease sequestration .

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the 
armed services committee chair-
man retiring next month, issued 
a statement with ranking Repub-
lican James M. Inhofe, of Oklaho-
ma, that if sequestration survives 
deeper compensation curbs will 
be needed “to avoid drastic reduc-
tions in military readiness.”

Rep. Harold “Buck” McKeon, 
R-Calif., the House committee 
chairman who also is retiring, 
won praise from military associa-
tions for blunting the compensa-
tion curbs senators had endorsed.  
But the committee’s top member, 
Rep. Adam Smith, of Washington 
state, suggested a false victory. It 
was Congress that forced seques-
tration on the military, he said, yet 
it refuses “to help the department 
deal with the consequences of that 
idiotic policy.”

Days before the defense bill deal 
was struck, Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, told a Washington  defense 
forum that readiness is falling to 
the lowest point he has seen in 40 
years of service. He blamed it on 
defense budgets being squeezed 

between mindless sequestration 
and lawmakers’ refusal to curb 
manpower costs.

Last February the chief had un-
veiled a plan to save $11 billion in
compensation over the next five
years through a series of military
pay caps, by ending TRICARE 
Prime, the military’s managed
care benefit, by sharply raising
various TRICARE fees and by 
slashing commissary funding 
over three years by more than
two-thirds, which would devalue
shopper discount.

“But we’re not getting any of
them,” Dempsey complained.

The defense bill, which the 
House and Senate hope to pass by 
mid-December, allowing no floor
debate or amendments, contains 
scores of other personnel provi-
sions . Two are relevant to the
Joint Chiefs’ pursuit of compen-
sation reforms.

One will block a Jan. 1 pay raise
for flag and general officers.  The
second accepts half of the $200
million first-year cut to commis-
sary funding sought by the chiefs.
It was the House committee that
backed the $100 million  hit to the
Defense Commissary Agency
after DeCA signaled it could ab-
sorb the cut without affecting 
shopper savings or services. But 
a resale industry official  said
cuts to commissary staff or store 
hours are still likely.
Send comments to Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email 
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update.

MILITARY
 UPDATE

Budget path could lead to benefits punch in ’16
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BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY

Stars and Stripes

 NAPLES, Italy — Italian offi-
cials are outlining the boundar-
ies of a new evacuation zone in 
an area of Naples popular with 
U.S. Navy personnel, the result of 
growing concern in recent years 
over the threat of a massive sunk-
en volcano.

Proposed last month by civil 
protection officials in the Cam-
pania region, which includes 
Naples, the new zone would ex-
tend from the western edge of 
Naples across the region known 
as Campi Flegrei, which overlies 
a 60-square-mile sunken volcano 
known as a caldera. It would up-
date boundaries from 2001 and 
more closely resemble a zone es-
tablished in 1995 around nearby 
Mount Vesuvius that required 
communities to coordinate with 
regional and national officials on 
evacuation plans. 

The Navy base command in Na-
ples banned new leases in the Ve-
suvius red zone in 2012, although 
it allowed those living there at 
the time to remain. Base officials 
said they are following discus-
sions about the Campi Flegrei red 
zone, where more than 500 Navy 
families lease housing, but will  
wait until the policy is finalized 
before deciding whether the base 
needs to respond. 

“We’re not speculating at this 
point, but we’re monitoring,” said 
Sean Quinn, base emergency 
management officer. “We’re look-
ing forward to seeing what the re-
sult is.” 

Formed 60,000 years ago, when 
a volcano collapsed into an empty 
magma chamber after eruption, 
the caldera is now a wide basin 
straddling the coast of the Gulf of 
Pozzuoli. Its landscape is marked 
by several active volcanic vents 
and an arc of large, extinct cra-
ters. The Navy’s recreation facil-
ity, Carney Park, is inside one of 
the craters, Monte Gauro. 

Volcanologists in Naples have 
elevated their warnings about the 
caldera in recent years, saying 
eruption through several vents 
could send ash and hot rock miles 
outside the eruption site. Exten-
sion of the original red zone was 
prompted partly by archaeologi-
cal evidence showing that past 
eruptions have dumped material 
well outside the current zone. 

More than 500,000 people live 
in the Campi Flegrei area. More 
than 3 million people live in the 
Naples area. 

Community leaders, volcanolo-
gists and civil-protection officials 
met on Oct. 20 to discuss the new 
boundaries. Communities were 
asked to submit their comments 
or concerns by Nov. 30 , and many 
are now drawing up evacuation 
plans required under the new 
initiative.  

The new boundaries extend the 
evacuation zone to the north, into 
the towns of Quarto, Marano and 
Giugliano, and east into several 

Naples neighborhoods, includ-
ing Vomero, Chiaia, Posilipo and
Arenella. The zone already cov-
ered the towns of Pozzuoli, Bacoli
and Monte di Procida. 

Cities throughout the zone will
be required to submit detailed 
evacuation plans in the coming 
year, including evacuation depar-
ture points for public transporta-
tion.  .

 About $18.5 million in funding 
from the European Union will be 
distributed among the towns of 
the red zone to help meet their
plans.  

Alfonso Trincone, an official
with the Campi Flegrei city of 
Pozzuoli, said the new zone fol-
lows a growing recognition of the
caldera’s potential threat. But he
said there were no immediate
concerns about the area’s safety.

“There is no emergency; there
is no danger,” he said. “There 
is nothing at the moment that
Americans should be concerned
about.” 

Scientists in the area monitor 
three volcanoes — the caldera,
Vesuvius and Mount Epomeo, on
the island of Ischia — for signs of
activity. 

Vesuvius is the best-known of
the three, with several well-docu-
mented eruptions in its history,
among them the one that buried 
Pompeii in A.D. 79. Its last erup-
tion, in 1944, was witnessed by
Allied troops who had recently
entered Naples. 

 The Navy abandoned its origi-
nal base in the Campi Flegrei
town of Agnano in 2005, partly 
because of damage caused by 
the tremors. It now maintains
bases at the Capodichino airport, 
north of Naples and in Gricignano 
d’Aversa, much farther north. 

Questions about the adequacy
of evacuation plans in the area
have plagued regional officials
for years. They were forced to 
expand the Vesuvius red zone
earlier this year after scientists
challenged the assumptions be-
hind prior boundaries, pointing
to evidence that an eruption could
affect a wider area than thought. 

The Navy base has its own evac-
uation plans, according to Quinn,
the emergency management offi-
cial. He did not say whether they 
were updated to include a Campi
Flegrei eruption. 
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley

BY MEREDITH TIBBETTS

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Military 
families were welcomed into the 
White House on Wednesday to be 
among the first to view the holi-
day decorations and help the first 
lady decorate cookies.

Children gathered in the State 
Dining Room with Michelle 
Obama to glaze gingerbread men 
and meet the White House dogs, 
Sunny and Bo. Some of the kids 
seemed just as excited about 
meeting the dogs as decorating 
cookies.

The first lady gave a few re-
marks to kick off the event in the 
East Room, which was decorated 
with five Christmas trees, gar-
land and more.

“The holidays are a chance for 
us to show what our country is 
grateful for this holiday season, 
and that’s really all of you, the 
military families who serve our 
nation proudly and give us all so 
much,” she said.

In the Blue Room, the official 
White House tree stands 18 feet 

tall and nearly 12 feet wide. It is 
decorated in honor of the men 
and women in uniform. Decora-
tions on the tree are patriotic and 
covered in ribbons. Children con-
tributed cards that thanks mili-
tary families.

Also among the 26 trees in the 
White House is the Gold Star tree. 
It is decorated with gold stars that 
have the names of someone killed 
in action. Only people who have 
had a loved one killed can add a 
star to the tree. Blank gold stars 
are on a table near the tree for 
visitors to fill out.

“No matter what you all have 
been going through, this is the 
thing that really keeps me going: 
You guys always, always step 
up,” Obama told the military 
families. “So many of you are the 
ones who are doing all the vol-
unteering, more so than average 
Americans.”
tibbetts.meredith@stripes.com
Twitter: @mjtibbs

PHOTOS BY MEREDITH TIBBETTS/Stars and Stripes

First Lady Michelle Obama  talks with children during an event that honored military families at the White 
House on  Wednesday. 

First lady
welcomes 
military 
children

Above: A girl decorates a cookie during the event that honored 
military families . Below: A gold star with the name of 1st Lt. Robert 
Kelly — a Marine who was killed in action on Nov. 9, 2010 — hangs 
on the Gold Star Tree in the White House .

Plans for Naples 
evacuation revised

STEVEN BEARDSLEY/Stars and Stripes 

Carney Park, the Navy’s 
recreation facility near Naples, 
Italy, is inside an extinct volcanic 
crater in the city of Pozzuoli.

MILITARY
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NATION

 The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Protests erupt-
ed in New York and other U.S. cit-
ies after a white police officer was 
cleared in the chokehold death of 
an unarmed black man — a case 
that drew comparisons to the 
deadly police shooting in Fergu-
son, M o.

Eric Garner died as officers 
were attempting to arrest him 
for selling untaxed cigarettes on 
the street. The controversy  once 
again has cast a spotlight on po-
lice tensions with blacks, even 
as the nation’s president and top 
law enforcement official are both 
black.

Unlike the Missouri case, 
where the circumstances sur-
rounding Michael Brown’s death 
remain in dispute, Garner’s July 
17 arrest was captured on video-
tape. The Garner case could have 
even wider repercussions, partic-
ularly because it happened in the 
nation’s most prominent city and 
one with a liberal tradition.

New York City police said Thurs-
day that 83 people were arrested, 
most for disorderly conduct.

The decision Wednesday by 
the Staten Island grand jury not 
to indict Officer Daniel Panta-

leo heightened tensions that have 
simmered in the city since Gar-
ner’s death.

In the neighborhood where 
Garner died, people reacted with 
angry disbelief and chanted, “I 
can’t breathe!” and “Hands up 
— don’t choke!”

In Manhattan, demonstrators 
laid down in Grand Central Ter-
minal, walked through traffic 
on the West Side Highway and 
blocked the Brooklyn Bridge.

A City Council member cried. 
Hundreds converged on the heav-
ily secured area around the annu-
al Rockefeller Center Christmas 
tree lighting with a combination 
of professional-looking signs and 
hand-scrawled placards reading, 
“Black lives matter” and “Fellow 
white people, wake up.”

“This fight ain’t over, it just 
begun,” said Garner’s widow, 
Esaw.

The demonstrations were 
largely peaceful, in contrast to the 
widespread arson and looting that 
accompanied the decision nine 
days earlier not to indict the white 
officer who shot and killed Brown, 
an unarmed, black 18-year-old.

Attorney General Eric Holder 
said federal prosecutors would 

conduct their own investiga-
tion of Garner’s death. The New
York Police Department also is 
 conducting an internal probe
 that could lead to administrative
charges against Pantaleo, who re-
mains on desk duty.

Meanwhile, President Barack 
Obama said Wednesday evening
that the grand jury decision un-
derscores the need to strength-
en the trust and accountability
between communities and law 
enforcement.

In his first public comments on
the death, Pantaleo said he prays 
for Garner’s family and hopes
they accept his condolences.

Police union officials and Pan-
taleo’s lawyer argued that the 
officer used a takedown move 
taught by the police department,
not a banned maneuver, because
Garner was resisting arrest. They 
said his poor health was the main 
reason he died.

Staten Island District Attorney
Daniel Donovan said the grand
jury found “no reasonable cause”
to bring charges. The grand jury
could have considered a range
of charges, from murder to a 
lesser offense such as reckless
endangerment. 

Protests erupt in wake of 
chokehold death decision

Inmate says drugs, 
sex, money fuel 
corruption in jail

 BY JULIET LINDERMAN

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE  — The leader 
of a violent gang that controlled 
life inside one of America’s most 
notorious jails testified that he 
directed guards motivated by sex 
and money to smuggle in drugs 
and cellphones and to facilitate at-
tacks on inmates who challenged 
his authority.

Tavon “Bulldog” White de-
scribed a culture of corruption 
inside the centuries-old Balti-
more City Detention Center, led 
by a gang that has its own lan-
guage,  laws and authorities. The 
Black Guerilla Family’s hierar-
chy includes a “minister of edu-
cation” who quizzes members on 
gang literature and a “minister of 
finance” who manages the profits 
sent by cellphones from behind 
bars.

The gang’s smuggling schemes 
even fund the bail that frees gang 
members who can’t pay to get 
sprung from jail, he testified this 
week.

Gang leaders, not guards, are 
the ultimate authority inside the 
jail, he said.

“We’re about to go into a 
strange place, an upside-down 
world where inmates ran the 

prison and correctional offi-
cers took directions from the 
gang leader,” prosecutor Robert 
Harding told jurors in opening 
statements, and White didn’t dis-
appoint, describing a gang-run 
economy made possible by offi-
cial corruption.

White was once the govern-
ment’s primary target, but has 
since become the prosecutors’ 
most valuable asset, providing in-
formation that led to a 160-count 
indictment against 44 people. 
Now he’s testifying against the 
few who didn’t plead guilty: five 
corrections officers, one kitchen 
worker and two inmates on trial 
in federal court in Baltimore.

White, who impregnated four 
of the guards while in the jail 
on an attempted murder charge, 
said he never forced a guard to 
participate.

“I didn’t have to,” White said. 
“I had my children’s mothers, 
and plenty of other guards willing 
to do it for money.”

The vast majority of the Balti-
more jail’s guards are women.

One guard who had a child with 
White had “Tavon” tattooed on 
her wrist. Another who had two 
of his children tattooed “Tavon” 
on her neck. 

Michael Brown’s stepfather 
apologizes for comments

14 people rescued from 
flash flood in California

 LOS ANGELES  — Authorities 
said 14 people were rescued after 
their cars became stranded in a 
flash flood in a Southern Califor-
nia community during the third 
straight day of rain.

KABC-TV reports five vehicles 
got stuck shortly after 1 a.m. 
Thursday as several feet of mud 
and water roared over a rural 
road near Gilman Hot Springs in 
Riverside County.

California Highway Patrol Sgt. 

Adrian Horta said he was able to 
drive his SUV alongside one car 
and pull a man and woman out 
through the driver’s side window.

A swift water rescue crew res-
cued the remaining people.

No injuries were reported. 
Roads around the flooded area 
are closed.

A weakening Pacific storm has 
brought days of rain to drought-
stricken California, triggering 
some freeway flooding and likely 
opening sinkholes but not produc-
ing major damage.
 From The Associated Press

 The Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo.  — The step-
father of Michael Brown has 
apologized for angry comments 
he made after the grand jury de-
cided not to indict the police of-
ficer who killed his stepson, but 
said his remarks had nothing to 
do with the arson and looting that 
ravaged Ferguson and the sur-
rounding area.

Louis Head said Wednesday 
in a statement that he was full of 
emotion on the night of Nov. 24, 
when he yelled “Burn this bitch 
down!” in a crowd of protesters.

St. Louis County police said 
Tuesday they are investigating 
Head’s comments as part of a 

broader inquiry into the arson, 
vandalism and looting. Twelve 
commercial buildings were de-
stroyed in the hours after the 
grand jury decision.

Head does not have a listed 
phone number, and there was no 
answer when an Associated Press 
reporter knocked at his listed ad-
dress Wednesday.

Brown, 18, was shot and killed 
by Ferguson officer Darren Wil-
son on Aug. 9. 

Wilson, who is white, told the 
grand jury he fired because his 
life was in danger, but some wit-
nesses said Brown, who was 
black and unarmed, was trying to 
surrender. 

JASON DECROW/AP

 Protesters rallying against a grand jury’s decision not to indict the police officer involved in the death of 
Eric Garner march  early Thursday across the eastbound traffic lanes of the Brooklyn Bridge i n New York. 
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 BY ERIC TALMADGE
The Associated Press

LAKE CHON, North Korea

When North Korea opens its doors, it does 
so for a reason. So it was when the au-
thoritarian government granted permis-
sion for a road trip so extensive that few 

North Koreans — let alone a pair of American jour-
nalists — could imagine taking it.

We drove 2,150 kilometers  (1,336 miles ) in a country 
that has barely 25,000 kilometers of road, and only 724 
kilometers of those paved. By the time we returned to 
the capital a week later, our Chinese-made Great Wall 
SUV had a few new scratches and one less hubcap.

Our official destination was majestic Mount Paek-
tu, with its jagged peaks surrounding a crystal-blue 
crater lake. North Korea is pursuing a plan to cre-
ate dozens of special foreign investment and tourism 
zones, and this is one of the places it most wants to 
promote.

The easiest way to get there is to fly, but we had 
been granted permission to drive. This, we were told, 
would mean traveling through places that no foreign 
journalists had been allowed to see before.

Still, the trip was on North Korea’s terms.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 

WORLD

An exclamation point punctuates
 a long propaganda slogan in a field

 in North Korea’s North Hamgyong province.
 The Associated Press was granted permission to 

embark on a weeklong road trip across North Korea 
to the country’s spiritual summit, Mount Paektu.

DAVID GUTTENFELDER/AP

A road rarely taken
Seeking to promote 

investment, tourism, 
North Korea allows 

two US journalists to 
embark on a trip

 – with restrictions –
 to the country’s 
spiritual summit
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A man takes shelter in the rain next to propaganda billboards in the 
town of Samjiyon in North Korea’s Ryanggang province on June 17.
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Even on the loneliest of lonely 
highways, we would never be 
without a “minder,” whose job 
was to monitor and supervise our 
activities. We were not to take 
photographs of any checkpoints 
or military installations, or talk to 
people we happened to see along 
the way. For the most part, we 
were not to detour from our pre-
approved route, which, to no one’s 
surprise, didn’t include nuclear 
facilities or prison camps.

Though we would not get to 
know the people along the way, 
the country itself had a great deal 
to say. And no place is more sym-
bolic of the North Korean psyche 
than Mount Paektu.

North Koreans venerate it for 
its natural beauty, but more im-
portantly because it is considered 
the home of the North Korean 
revolution. It is dotted by recon-
structions of “secret camps,” 
where guides dressed in period 
costume recount the legends of 
Kim Il Sung’s battles against Jap-
anese imperialists.

Before we left Pyongyang, the 
capital, we were warned, half-
jokingly, not to get lost. Mount 
Paektu straddles North Korea’s 
border with China.

“If you wander off into China,” 
we were told, “you will be shot.”

Something similar had, in 
fact, happened many years ago. 
No borders were involved, but 
a South Korean housewife who 
strayed off the accepted path at a 
tourist site was fatally shot in the 
back by a North Korean guard.

Nothing so dramatic had hap-
pened as we made our way across 
the country to the mountain.

Wrested out of our beds for 
our ascent up to the summit after 
four days on the road, we fumbled 
without lights to pack our equip-
ment, made our way down our 
hotel’s candlelit staircase and 
climbed into our car in the pour-
ing-down rain. With no signs to 
guide him, our driver steered si-
lently into the night.

Many people have been amazed 
by nighttime satellite images that 
show North Korea as dark as the 
ocean, set against a northeast 
Asia brimming with light. There 
is nothing in the world like ex-

periencing that darkness on the 
ground over long stretches of the 
North Korean back country. Pos-
sibly more than any other popu-
lated place on the globe, North 
Korea is terra incognita.

As we drove toward the dawn, 
two armed soldiers emerged from 
the darkness, signaled for us to 
stop and for our minder to get out. 
The rain was coming down hard-
er as they stood in the blurry pool 
of our headlights.

One peered in at us through the 
rain-dotted window. There was a 
good deal of gesticulating. Then 
some head nodding. Our minder 
got back in the car.

We had gotten lost, but we 
weren’t in China. We were going 
the wrong way down a one-lane, 
one-way road.

The soldiers waved us on. 
With North Korean tourism still 
in its infancy, we were safe. We 
wouldn’t see another car until 
we reached the snowy, wind-
whipped parking lot below the 
crater, where two small vans full 
of shivering Chinese waited for a 
guard to wake up and lead them 
to Lake Chon. 

A man sits by a cooking fire 
he built to roast potatoes and 
chicken in Samjiyon.

North Korean men share a picnic lunch and North Korean-brewed 
and -bottled Taedonggang beer along the road in North Hwanghae 
province. An AP reporter and photographer weren’t allowed to 
interview people during their weeklong drive through the country.

Farmers walk in a rainstorm with their cattle near Hyesan in Ryanggang province on June 16.
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 BY MUSA SADULAYEV

The Associated Press

GROZNY, Russia — Security 
forces in the capital of Russia’s 
North Caucasus republic of 
Chechnya stormed two build-
ings, including a school, in fierce 
gunbattles with militants early 
Thursday that left at least 19 
dead, authorities said.

The fighting, which punctured 
the patina of stability ensured by 
years of heavy-handed rule by 
the Kremlin-appointed leader, 
erupted just hours before Russian 
President Vladimir Putin was to 
give his annual state of the nation 
address in Moscow.

In his address, Putin said he 
was confident that local Chechen 
forces were capable of dealing 
with the “rebels,” who he sug-
gested were receiving support 
from abroad.

The National Anti-Terrorist 
Committee said militants trav-
eling in three cars entered the 
republic’s capital, Grozny, at 1 
a.m., killing three traffic police at 
a checkpoint, and then occupied 
the 10-story Press House in the 
center of the city. 

The federal agency said six 
gunmen were killed inside the 
building, which was gutted in a 
blazing fire that spread to a near-
by market. More gunmen were 
later found in a nearby school and 
security forces were sent to “liq-
uidate” them, the agency said. 

No students or teachers were in 
the school when it was seized by 
the militants, RIA Novosti quoted 
vice principal Islam Dzhabrailov 
as saying.

Russian state television showed 
video footage of security officers 
firing automatic weapons and gre-
nade launchers at the three-story 
school, its windows left shattered 
and charred.

Chechen leader Ramzan Kady-
rov, who traveled to Moscow for 
Putin’s address in the Kremlin, 
told journalists afterward that the 
security operation was completed 
and his forces had killed at least 
nine militants.

The National Anti-Terrorist 
Committee said 10 officers were 
killed and 28 wounded in the fight 
against the militants, who it said 
were from a known group operat-
ing in the North Caucasus.

Kadyrov said the militants 

were connected to Doku Umarov, 
a Chechen and longtime leader 
of Islamic militants in the North 
Caucasus who died last year.

Although unrest is common 
across the largely Muslim region 
in southern Russia, forceful secu-
rity measures adopted by Kady-
rov spared Grozny significant 

violence for several years. 
The relative calm has allowed 

Putin to claim success in subdu-
ing the Islamic insurgency in 
Chechnya after years of war.

 The Kavkaz Center website, a 
mouthpiece for Islamic militant 
groups operating in the North 
Caucasus, carried a link to a video 

message by an individual claim-
ing responsibility for the attacks.
The man in the video claimed to
be operating under orders from 
Chechen Islamist leader Aslan
Byutukayev, known to his follow-
ers as Emir Khamzat.

The video could not immedi-
ately be verified. 

American hostage  
in Yemen threatened

SANAA, Yemen — Al-Qaida’s 
branch in Yemen threatened an 
American hostage kidnapped more 
than a year ago, giving Washington 
three days to meet unspecified de-

mands and denouncing U.S. actions 
in the Arabian Peninsula country in a 
new video released Thursday.

The hostage, identified as  Luke 
Somers, 33, an American photojour-
nalist born in Britain, is featured  
in the video, posted on the al-Qaida 
offshoot’s Twitter account and first 
reported by SITE Intelligence Group, 

which monitors militant sites.
The video mimicked  those used by 

al-Qaida rivals from the Islamic State 
group, which has beheaded several 
American and British hostages . The 
 Islamic State fighters have  battled al-
Qaida and prompted defections .

 From The Associated Press

 The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Villagers 
in the central Philippines fled coastal 
homes and sparked panic-buying in 
grocery stores and gas stations as an 
approaching powerful storm brought 
back nightmares of last year’s deadly 
onslaught from Typhoon Haiyan.

Government forecasters said Ty-
phoon Hagupit was packing sus-
tained winds of 127 miles per hour 
and gusts of up to 149 mph over the 
Pacific, about 435 miles off the coun-
try’s eastern coast. It may hit East-
ern Samar province on Saturday and 
barrel inland along the same route 
where Haiyan leveled villages and 
left more than 7,300 dead and miss-
ing in November last year.

Haiyan survivor Emily Sagales, 
23, said many of her still-edgy neigh-
bors in central Tacloban city, which 
was ravaged by Haiyan, packed their 
clothes and fled to a sports stadium 
and safer homes of relatives. Long 
lines formed at grocery stores and 

gas stations as residents stocked up 
on basic goods, she said.

“The trauma has returned,”  Sag-
ales said. 

In the wake of last year’s typhoon, 
which killed her mother-in-law and 
washed away her home, she gave 
birth to her first child, a baby girl, 
in a crowded makeshift clinic filled 
with the injured and the dying near 
the Tacloban airport. “It’s worse now 
because I didn’t have a baby to worry 
about last year,” she said.

Haiyan demolished about 1 million 
houses and displaced about 4 million 
people in the central Philippines. 
Hundreds of residents still living in 
tents in Tacloban have been priori-
tized in an ongoing evacuation.

Hotels in Tacloban, a city of more 
than 200,000 people still struggling 
to recover from last year’s massive 
damage, were running out of rooms 
as wealthier families booked ahead 
for the weekend.

“The sun is still shining but people 
are obviously scared. Almost all of 

our rooms have been booked,” said 
Roan Florendo, of the hilltop Leyte 
Park hotel, which lies near San Pedro 
Bay in Tacloban.

The government put the military 
on full alert, workers opened evacu-
ation centers and transported food 
packs, medicines and body bags to 
far-flung villages, which could be cut 
off by heavy rains. 

 The Associated Press

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates — The United 
Arab Emirates’ interior minister said Thursday that po-
lice have arrested a female suspect in the stabbing death 
of an American schoolteacher in the country’s capital and
revealed that the attacker also planted a bomb outside the 
home of another American.

Interior Minister Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan said the 
makeshift bomb was left at the house of an American doc-
tor and that police dismantled it after it was discovered by 
one of the physician’s sons.

Word of the gruesome killing in a public restroom at a
mall in Abu Dhabi has rattled the Emirates, a Western-
allied, seven-state Gulf federation that includes the glitzy
commercial hub of Dubai. It is home to a large foreign-
born population, who far outnumber Emirati citizens.

Police say the teacher was stabbed to death by a butch-
er’s knife-wielding attacker wearing the full black veil 
commonly worn by women throughout the Gulf Arab
region.

Footprints Recruiting, a Vancouver, British Columbia-
based teacher recruitment company that found a job for 
the victim, identified her as Ibolya Ryan.

“We await the results of the ongoing police investigation 
before making conclusions about why this senseless trag-
edy occurred,” the company said. “We are confident that
the UAE in general and Abu Dhabi in particular remains 
a safe environment in which to live and work.”

Police earlier said the victim had 11-year-old twins
and that they were being kept in protective custody until 
their father, who is the victim’s ex-husband, arrived in the 
country. 

MUSA SADULAYEV/AP

Shells and a burned police car  litter an empty square Thursday outside a burned-out publishing house 
in central Grozny, Russia . A gunbattle broke out early Thursday in  Chechnya , hours before Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s  annual state of the nation address in Moscow. 

Gunbattles mar 
calm in Chechnya

Philippines girds
for major storm

AP

Residents queue up to buy 
groceries Thursday in Tacloban 
city, Philippines , in anticipation of 
approaching Typhoon Hagupit. 

Emirate police 
make arrest in 
teacher’s death



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • PAGE 15Friday, December 5, 2014



PAGE 16 • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • Friday, December 5, 2014

PHOTOS BY J.B. FORBES, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH/MCT 

 Lamkin , second from right, joins the protesters who confronted 
Missouri Highway Patrol Col. Ron Johnson in Ferguson, Mo., in 

Pastor paves
 her own way

FAITH

On Ferguson’s front lines

Pastor Renita Lamkin, far right, joins the choir in song at St. Johns AME Church on  Oct. 26  in St. Charles, Mo.  “[P]eople 
trust me with their stories and trust me to speak from God’s heart to theirs, and I don’t take that trust lightly,” she said.

 BY LILLY FOWLER

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

TT
he first time the public heard 
the name Renita Lamkin 
in the same sentence as 
Ferguson, Mo., was probably 
the day she was shot.

In early August, four days 
after Michael Brown was 

killed by Officer Darren Wilson, Lamkin, 
a pastor, stood with Ferguson protesters, 
attempting to mediate. Police had warned 
the crowd to disperse and in an effort to 
buy a little time, Lamkin shouted, “They’re 
leaving!”

“That’s when I felt a pop in the stom-
ach,” Lamkin says now of the rubber pel-
let that hit her. The pellet left a ghastly 
wound — large, deep and purplish — and 
created a social media frenzy. Tweet after 
tweet showed Lamkin, 44, with short, light-
brown hair and a wide smile. She wore a 
T-shirt with an image of a cross that she 
lifted up just slightly to show off the ugly 
bruise. In the coming days, critics said po-
lice had already managed to shoot a white 
Christian lady.

Lamkin says she didn’t really have a plan 
when she ventured out to Ferguson but that 
“the whole being shot thing was probably 
the best thing that could have happened.” 
The injury had cemented Lamkin in the 
struggle for racial equality.

“They say, ‘You took a bullet for us.’ I 
have no sense of taking a bullet for some-
one. My sense is that I’m in the struggle. 
I’m in it. We’re in this together, and I was 
playing my role,” Lamkin said.

Fast forward  a few months and Lamkin 
continues to deliver the same message of 
defiance as pastor of an African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in St. Charles. The AME 
denomination is a religious movement born 
out of the resistance to slavery with about 
2.5 million members, most of them black.

“We can boldly resist those who try to 
silence us. We can and should be defiant,” 
Lamkin told her congregation on a recent 
Sunday at St. John AME Church. “There 
will always be those who discount the voice 
of the poor.” But “we don’t have to accept 
the conditions of this world.”

Although Lamkin is mother to two black 
children, her role as a white leader in the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church is un-
usual. “She’s a rare breed of person to be 
both white and female in an overwhelming 
black denomination where the ministry is 
overwhelming male,” said Michael Joseph 
Brown, academic dean at Payne Theologi-
cal Seminary in Wilberforce, Ohio. Brown 
said Lamkin, who graduated from Payne 
in 2014, was the only white person in her 
graduating class.

 Dennis C. Dickerson, a history profes-
sor at Vanderbilt University who taught 
Lamkin, said the “social protest and social 
insurgency” ethos that’s “baked into the 
church’s DNA” clearly appealed to her.

While the church’s philosophy informs 
her work in Ferguson, Lamkin acknowl-
edges that the experiences her children 
had growing up in St. Louis also influence 
her decision to continue to be actively en-
gaged in the protests.

“My kids would be suspended for things 
that other kids would just have a deten-
tion for,” Lamkin said when describing the 
treatment of blacks in schools. “It’s the ed-
ucation system. It’s the job situation. Lack 
of resources. It’s painting all these kids as 
if they’re these gangsters who are out kill-
ing everybody.”

 Lamkin said she’s outraged by what she 
sees as unnecessary police brutality, even 
in cases where the victim may have been 
guilty of certain crimes. “Does that re-
quire a death sentence? And how did the 
police on the street get to be judge, jury 
and executioner?”

Lamkin was sitting next to her mother in 
the front seat of the family’s car when on a 
rainy day in 1975 a pickup truck slammed 
into them. Her mother died in the wreck. 
Lamkin was just 4. Lamkin said she and her 
three siblings were reared by their grand-
mother, though she was already in her 60s 
and clearly done parenting, resorting some-
times to both physical and verbal abuse.

Still, Lamkin said that from an early 
age she read the Bible three or four times 

a year and could rattle off scripture on 
command. 

“First person I led to Christ, I was like 
8 or 10 or something,” said Lamkin, who 
grew up in the Pentecostal church in Kan-
sas City. “I was out knocking on doors after 
church asking people if they knew Jesus 
Christ.”

As a child, Lamkin said, she even ran a 
Bible school in the yard. “I made my broth-
er bring his friends,” Lamkin said with a 
laugh. “I went, rounded them up, and beat 
them up and made them come.”

But Lamkin’s involvement with religion 
was not always so playful. She said she was 
sexually abused by a youth pastor, as well 
as a cousin. She was also severely mis-
treated by the father of her children. The 
two met in high school and were together 
for seven years. Lamkin said she knew she 
had to leave him on the day that he threat-
ened her with a gun and accidentally shot 
himself instead. “That is when I said to 
God, ‘You got to get me out of here; one of 
us is going to die’ ” Lamkin said. “I’m ei-
ther going to kill him trying to stay alive, 
or he’s going to kill me.”

Lamkin’s escape route was a secret post 
office box. There she collected the checks 
the state sent her as reimbursement for the 
meals she served at her home day care. 
When she had enough money to put down 

a payment for a rental property, she and an
old high school girlfriend loaded up a  car 
with everything they could and left.

 Because she grew up in a faith that 
wasn’t particularly friendly to female lead-
ers, Lamkin said, she expected to be a mis-
sionary or a pastor’s wife. Yet because of
her knowledge of scripture, Lamkin was
repeatedly invited to preach. She said her 
fate was sealed when in Bible study she 
met a woman pastor in the AME church.

“I talk too much, you know. I get on peo-
ple’s nerves, I’m abrasive, so my personal-
ity — sometimes it takes a little bit to warm
up to,” Lamkin said. But “people trust me
with their stories and trust me to speak
from God’s heart to theirs, and I don’t take 
that trust lightly.”

  Lamkin said the simple act of arresting
Wilson would have sent a badly needed 
message. 

“Even if it didn’t go anywhere, the arrest 
itself would say that we are making a shift
and that there is accountability. It would be 
a start,” Lamkin said. “The way things are 
now, police are protected, and they can act
on their opinion and be protected.

“If you’re so afraid of the people that you
are serving, then you need to stop serving 
those people.”

They can’t, Lamkin said, “shoot first and
figure it out later.”
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WORLD

 BY ADAM TAYLOR

The Washington Post

In Britain, baby names became 
a big subject of debate last week-
end when a new poll from the web-
site BabyCentre appeared to show 
that Mohammed was now the most 
popular name for newborn boys in 
the country.

It seemed to show a significant 
change in the culture of a country 
where “British”-sounding names 
like Oliver and Jack had long dom-
inated — and where a growing im-
migrant population is making an 
impact.

“Traditionally, Muhammad is 
often the name given to the first-
born boy in Muslim families,” 
Sarah Redshaw, managing editor 
of BabyCentre, explained to the 
Telegraph. “With the increase of 
other Arabic names plus Aarav, 
an Indian boys’ name, the top 100 
shows the ever-increasing diver-
sity of the U.K. today.”

Among a certain audience, this 
was difficult news. “They are only 
4 percent of the population yet 
Mohammed is the most popular 
boys name in the UK,” wrote one 
Twitter user. “England is lost al-
ready.”  The Daily Mail  turned off 
its commenting system when they 
wrote about the finding.

This wasn’t an unexpected re-
action. The Muslim minority in 
the U.K. may be relatively small, 
but it is often the source of contro-
versy. Some people appeared to be 
taking the rise of the baby name 
as a sign of a demographic shift. 
While British Muslims make up 

less than 5 percent of the country 
at present, Pew has predicted that
the population will reach more 
than 8 percent by 2030. Britain
will almost certainly have a larger
Muslim minority in the future.

Still, that projected number falls
short of total domination of British 
life, and a number of British pub-
lications soon began to question
the BabyCentre’s numbers. The
Guardian, for instance, pointed
out that official statistics from the
British government appeared to 
show that Mohammed was not the 
most popular name, and that in-
stead, names like “Oliver,” “Jack”
and “Harry” dominated. Moham-
med was the 15th-most popular
boy’s name in England and Wales
and the 52nd-most popular in
Scotland, the Guardian noted.

The Independent, in return, de-
bunked their debunking. It argued 
that official British government 
statistics failed to distinguish be-
tween the many different trans-
literations of the Arabic word for
Mohammed . And while you can
make the argument that, in that
case, Oliver and Ollie should be
combined (which would, again,
make it the most popular name),
Islamic experts told the newspa-
per that wasn’t a fair comparison.

 Whatever side of that debate you 
fall on, it’s worth realizing that
Mohammed has an advantage in
these figures. In Islamic culture, 
there is a relative small number
of names to choose from, and the 
practice of naming your first child
after the Islamic prophet is fairly
widespread.    

 BY MARIA CHENG

The Associated Press

LONDON — Scientists say there 
is “overwhelming evidence” that a 
skeleton found under a parking lot 
is that of England’s King Richard 
III, but their DNA testing also has 
raised questions about the nobility 
of some of his royal successors.

The bones of the 15th-century 
king were dug up in the city of 
Leicester in 2012, and experts 
have published initial data sug-
gesting they belong to Richard, in-
cluding an analysis of his curved 
spine and the injuries that killed 
him.

Richard was the last English 
monarch to die on a battlefield, in 
1485.

In the new study — probably the 
oldest forensic case ever solved 
— scientists compared DNA from 
the skeleton with that of living 
relatives and analyzed DNA data 
identifying eye and hair color, 
which they matched to the earliest 
known portrait of the king.

“The probability that this is 
Richard is 99.999 percent,” said 
Turi King, a geneticist at the Uni-
versity of Leicester who led the re-
search. When she and colleagues 

compared the skeleton’s DNA ob-
tained from the ground-up pow-
der of one tooth and a leg bone to 
samples provided by a 14th cousin 
on Richard’s maternal side, they 
found a perfect match.

Based on the skeleton’s DNA, 
King and colleagues hypothesized 
that Richard had blue eyes and 
blond hair in childhood, which 
darkened with age. With no con-
temporary paintings of the king 
available, they compared their 
findings with the earliest known 
painting of him, which depicts the 
monarch with light brown hair 
and blue eyes, painted about 25 
years after his death.

The research was published 
Tuesday in the journal Nature 
Communications.

Scientists also compared the 
skeleton’s DNA with samples from 
living relatives on Richard’s fa-
ther’s side. They found no match, a 
discovery that could throw the no-
bility of some royals into question.

While researchers weren’t 
able to say where on the family 
tree the adultery occurred, they 
said the findings potentially raise 
questions about the legitimacy of 
Henry V, Henry VI and the entire 
Tudor dynasty, including Henry 

VIII and Elizabeth I.
Still, Kevin Schurer, pro vice 

chancellor of the University of 
Leicester and another study au-
thor, said claims to the throne are 
based on more than simply having 
royal blood and also rest on other 
things such as battlefield victories 
and royal marriages.

He said England’s current royal 
family — which has a line of de-
scent from the House of Tudor 
— should not be worried. “We are 
not in any way indicating that Her 
Majesty (Elizabeth II) shouldn’t 
be on the throne,” Schurer said.

Researchers said it was the first 
time there was scientific evidence 
that questioned medieval lines of 
succession in the monarchy. 

  The Associated Press

TOKYO — A Japanese space 
explorer took off Wednesday on 
a six-year journey to blow a cra-
ter in a remote asteroid and bring 
back rock samples in hopes of 
gathering clues to the origin of 
Earth.

The explorer, named Haya-
busa2, is expected to reach the 
asteroid in mid-2018, spend about 
18 months studying it and return 
in late 2020.

A small device will separate 
from the explorer and shoot a 
projectile to blast open a crater 

several feet in diameter. The ex-
plorer, which will hide behind 
the asteroid during the blast, will 
then try to collect material from 
inside the crater.

Asteroids can provide evidence 
not available on Earth about the 
birth of the solar system and its 
evolution. JAXA, Japan’s space 
agency, said the research could 
help explain the origin of seawa-
ter and how the planet Earth was 
formed.

Hayabusa2 will attempt to ex-
pand on the work of Hayabusa, a 
previous explorer that returned 
in 2010 after collecting material 

from the surface of another as-
teroid. By reaching inside an as-
teroid this time, the new explorer 
may recover material that is not 
as weathered by the space envi-
ronment and heat.

The earlier mission was plagued 
by mechanical failures and other 
problems. JAXA hopes improve-
ments since then will make this 
trip smoother.

 Hayabusa2, which was 
launched from Tanegashima 
Space Center in southern Japan, 
is a rectangular unit with two sets 
of solar panels sticking out from 
its sides. 

Boy, did that baby 
name spark debate

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER/AP

A human skeleton found beneath a car park in Leicester, England, in 2012,  has been declared “beyond 
reasonable doubt” to be the remains of England’s King Richard III, missing for 500 years.  

 A portrait of King Richard II .

No bones about it: 
Remains are royal

Japan sends rocket to blow crater into asteroid
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 BY JILL LAWLESS

The Associated Press

 James Bond is back, in a new film with a retro title that evokes the 
series’ past. The next 007 adventure will be called “SPECTRE,” 
the dastardly fictional terrorist organization featured in “Dr. No” 
and other early Bond films.

Director Sam Mendes announced the name of the 24th official 
Bond movie Thursday at Pinewood Studios near London, along 
with the identity of several new cast members and a new version 
of Bond’s iconic Aston Martin car.

Academy Award-winning Austrian actor Christoph Waltz and 
professional wrestling star David Bautista are joining the cast, 
while Andrew Scott — master criminal Moriarty in the BBC 
series “Sherlock” — will play an MI6 officer. Monica Bellucci 
and Lea Seydoux are the new Bond girls, Lucia Sciarra and 
Madeleine Swann.

Mendes, who directed the last Bond installment, “Skyfall,” 
said the movie would have “everything you would expect 
from a Bond movie,” with “a little more variety ... maybe a 
little more mischief.”

“SPECTRE” will be Daniel Craig’s fourth film as the 
suave spy. Returning cast members include Ralph Fiennes 
as spy chief M; Ben Whishaw as gadget-master Q; and 
Naomi Harris as secretary Miss Moneypenny.

Producers said the next film centers on “a cryptic 
message from Bond’s past (that) sends him on a trail to 

uncover a sinister organization.”
SPECTRE — Special Executive 
for Counterintelligence, Terror-

ism, Revenge and Extortion — 
was the terrorist organization 
headed by Ernst Blofeld that 
featured in several early 
Bond films.

Waltz   said his charac-
ter is called Oberhauser 
— but fans hope he is re-
ally Blofeld, one of the 
most enduring Bond vil-
lains. The cat-stroking 
evildoer, played by ac-
tors including Donald 
Pleasence and Charles 
Gray, hasn’t appeared 
for several decades 
because of a legal dis-
pute over rights to the 
character. The case 
was settled last year.

Mendes also re-
vealed that Bond will 

drive an Aston Martin 
DB10, replacing the vin-

tage DB5  destroyed in 
“Skyfall.”
Initial fan reaction to the de-

tails was enthusiastic. “For Bond 
fans, this is the best Christmas pres-

ent — the return of James Bond and 
classic elements of the series with yet 

another classic title coined by Ian Flem-
ing,” said Ajay Chowdhury of the James 
Bond International Fan Club.

 “SPECTRE” is due for release late 
next year. 

Bond film gets retro name:
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FACES

 From wire reports 

 At the premiere of his new film, 
“Top Five,” Chris Rock addressed 
the controversy surrounding his 
recent essay in The Hollywood 
Reporter.

The 49-year-old star doesn’t 
see it as a courageous act; rather 
he was stating the facts about 
being black in the entertainment 
industry. In the essay, Rock ques-
tions how a “liberal town” like 
Hollywood is also “kind of racist” 
when it comes to hiring practices 
and diversity. He called Holly-
wood: “A white industry. Just as 
the NBA is a black industry.”

Rock told The Associated 
Press on Wednesday night he was 
merely speaking from the heart. 
“I don’t look at it as even being 
political. I’m just stating the facts. 
I’m not trying to be political at all; 
that’s (Jon) Stewart, that’s (Bill) 
Maher, that’s, you know, not me,” 
Rock said.

Rock also reacted to Wednes-
day’s grand jury decision in New 
York not to indict a white police 
officer in the chokehold death of a 
black Staten Island man last sum-
mer. That altercation was cap-
tured on video with the suspect 
screaming, “I can’t breathe.”

“It’s sad when something is on 
videotape. It’s sad,” Rock said .

 Report says Americans 
 streaming more  TV

 Americans are turning away 
from live TV on the tube and tun-
ing in to streaming services, a 
Nielsen report says.

That’s bad news for cable and 
satellite TV providers. Ameri-
cans are increasingly watching 
TV shows and movies on Netflix, 
Hulu, Amazon streaming and 
other services. CBS and HBO 
have announced standalone 
streaming services as well.

About 45 percent of Ameri-
cans stream television shows at 
least once a month, according to 
research firm eMarketer. That 
number is expected to increase to 
53 percent or 175 million people 
by 2018, it says.

According to the Nielsen re-
port, which came out Wednes-
day, the average daily time spent 
watching live TV fell 12 minutes 
in the third quarter to four hours 
and 32 minutes. That means it 
dropped nearly 4 percent to 141 
hours per month. Meanwhile, 
time spent watching streaming 
services jumped 60 percent to 

nearly 11 hours each month.
That’s still a small amount 

compared with live TV, but it is 
growing quickly. “Content is still 
king, but consumers are shaping 
their own content-discovery ex-
perience, and the evolving media 
landscape has not lessened con-
sumer demand for quality, pro-
fessionally produced content,” 
Dounia Turrill, senior vice presi-
dent of insights at Nielsen, said in 
a statement. “What has changed 
is the number and reliability of 
new media available to viewers.” 

 ‘Frozen’ short film
headed to theaters

 “Frozen” favorites Anna, Elsa 
and Olaf are headed back to the 
big screen in a new short film.

Walt Disney Animation Studios 
announced Wednesday it plans to 
show “Frozen Fever” in front of 
the live-action “Cinderella” that 
opens in theaters March 13.

The short reunites the Oscar-
winning directing team from 
“Frozen”: Jennifer Lee and Chris 
Buck. It will tell the story of Elsa 
and Kristoff’s attempt to plan a 
birthday party for Anna.

“Frozen” is the fifth-highest 
grossing film of all time . 

AC/DC drummer 
 scuffles with witness

 Troubled AC/DC drummer 
Phil Rudd was detained by police 
after getting into a scuffle with a 
witness in his pending court case 
but was released again without 
facing further charges.

Rudd’s lawyer Paul Mabey said 
Rudd appeared in court Thurs-
day accused of breaching his bail 
conditions by associating with 
a witness. Mabey said it was a 
“chance meeting” and Rudd was 
released again on bail with no 
new charges.

Last month, police charged 
the 60-year-old drummer with 
threatening to kill, which comes 
with a maximum prison sentence 
of seven years, as well as possess-
ing methamphetamine and mari-
juana. He has pleaded not guilty.

Columbus Coffee cafe owner 
Leo Rojas said Thursday that he 
witnessed Rudd curse and try to 
punch a larger man on the side-
walk outside the cafe.

 Other news

�  Promoter Live Nation an-
nounced U2’s “iNNOCENCE + 

eXPERIENCE” tour on Wednes-
day. Tickets go on sale on  Dec. 8.
The tour swings through North
America next summer before 
heading to Europe in September 
2015.   

�  A Seattle-area medical
examiner says actress Misty
Upham, known for her roles in 
“August: Osage County” and
“Django Unchained,” died of 
blunt-force injuries to her head
and torso. The King County med-
ical examiner’s office updated its
investigation of the Oct. 5 death
Wednesday, but the manner of
death is still undetermined. The 
32-year-old actress died in the
Seattle suburb of Auburn  .
�   Jimmy Fallon  and his wife,

Nancy, have welcomed their sec-
ond child. A representative for the 
host of “The Tonight Show” said
Frances Cole Fallon was born at 
8:45 a.m. Wednesday, weighing 5
pounds, 11 ounces . 

�  After some sensitive prod-
ding from radio host Howard 
Stern, Lady Gaga, now 28, said 
on his show Tuesday that she had
been raped by a record producer
20 years her senior when she was
19 years old. She was explain-
ing the inspiration for her song
“Swine.” 

 Chris Rock speaks out about essay, NY grand jury decision

‘SPECTRE’

Daniel Craig poses for photographers at the 
announcement for the new Bond film , at Pinewood 

Studios in London on Thursday .  
 JOEL RYAN, INVISION/AP
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much money the games will bring
in. He said he is still surprised 
an auction  last month generated
$37,000. 

Coyote hunts that 
offer prizes banned 

CA California wildlife of-
ficials on Wednesday

banned coyote hunting contests 
that have sparked a culture clash
by offering cash and other prizes 
to marksmen who killed the most
animals.

It was the first ban of its kind in
the nation, according to Camilla
Fox, executive director of Project
Coyote .

The vote by the state Fish and 
Game Commission allows hunters 
to shoot as many of the predators 
as they wish year-round but stops 
the awarding of prizes.

Commissioner Jack Baylis said
the state also needs to consider  re-
specting responsible hunters and
allowing ranchers to manage their 
livestock. 

 Missing tree-climbing 
sculpture recovered

OH DUBLIN  — After a 
publicized search, a

missing “tree-climbing man”
sculpture has been returned to 
a central Ohio city.

The “man” is a valuable yel-
lowish-orange sculpture of a life-
size tree-climber. It disappeared 
from its perch in a tree at a park 
in the Columbus suburb of Dublin
a week ago.

The Columbus Dispatch report-
ed the fiberglass sculpture was
one of four installed in trees in
Coffman Park in 2008, collective-
ly known as “Exuvia.” Officials
think it might have been blown out
of the tree by recent high winds.
It’s worth about $9,000.

 City spokeswoman Lindsay
Weisenauer said the sculpture 
was found in another tree in
Coffman Park late Tuesday.

and received a Purple Heart, had 
received  a few million views on 
YouTube  earlier this week.

Retired Col. Richard Nurnberg, 
of the National Infantry Associa-
tion,  said it’s impossible the man 
won the three Combat Infantry-
men Badges he was wearing. 

9-point buck dispute 
settled with coin flip 

WI ONEIDA  — A dispute 
over a nine-point buck 

in Wisconsin was settled with a 
coin flip.

Wisconsin’s deer season was 
just a couple hours old on Satur-
day when D.J. Jorgenson sa id his 
 son, Kameron, 11, wounded the 
buck in the town of Oneida.

“Deer hit the ground, and it 

came back up, and took off run-
ning,” Jorgenson said.

The father and son then tracked 
the animal through the woods to 
a neighbor’s property, Jorgenson 
told WLUK-TV . Before they could 
get to it, neighbor Randy Heyr-
man shot the buck twice from his 
deer stand to finish it off.

With the deer dead and the 
hunters deadlocked over who 
could keep it, they flipped a coin.

“ My boy called tails, and it 
was heads. And (Heryman) said, 
‘Well, it looks like it’s my deer 
then,’ ” Jorgenson said.

All Kameron got was a photo.
Hunters need permission to fol-

low a deer onto private property, 
and the landowner has a right to 
take the deer, according to Shad 
Webster, of the Oneida Conserva-
tion Department. 

    More Atari games from 
landfill put on eBay 

NM ALAMOGORDO  —
Another batch of Atari 

game cartridges unearthed in a 
New Mexico landfill are going up 
for auction.

The Alamogordo Daily News 
 said between 300 and 400 games 
uncovered in an Alamogordo 
dump in April are now open for 
bidding on eBay.

Joe Lewandowski, a consul-
tant for the film companies that 
documented the dig, said the of-
ferings include “Yars’ Revenge,” 
“Super Breakout” and “E.T. The 
Extra-Terrestrial.”

Lewandowski sa id 50 games 
at a time will be posted on eBay 
over the next couple of weeks.

He said there’s no telling how From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$480
 Teen gets stuck in 
chimney, calls 911 

AZ SCOTTSDALE  — Fire-
fighters spent an hour 

rescuing a scared Arizona teen-
ager from a chimney where he 
got stuck after getting locked out 
of his home.

Firefighters from Scottsdale, 
Phoenix and Tempe fire depart-
ments were ultimately able to pull 
the 13-year-old boy to safety from 
inside the home Tuesday night.

The boy, whose name was not 
released, had tied an extension 
cord to a vent to climb down the 
chimney but he got stuck inside. 
Realizing he was trapped, he 
called 911.

Authorities later released a re-
cording, with personal informa-
tion redacted. 

At one point, the boy said he 
couldn’t believe he’d gotten stuck 
in the chimney.

“Yeah, it’s going to be an inter-
esting story to tell your friends,” 
the operator responded. 

 Woman claims rings in 
Salvation Army kettle 

SD SIOUX FALLS  — A 
South Dakota woman 

has claimed the engagement ring 
and wedding band found in a Sal-
vation Army red kettle.

Katie Christie, of Sioux Falls, 
was reunited with her lost jewelry 
Wednesday after the Salvation 
Army put out an alert Tuesday 
looking for the owner of the rings.  

Christie took off the rings to 
apply hand lotion. She said she put 
them in her coin purse, but forgot 
they were there when she dumped 
change into the kettle. 

 Student told to unclog 
toilet with bare hands 

WA OTHELLO  — A Wash-
ington state teacher 

acknowledged ordering an 8-
year-old student to unclog a toilet 
with his bare hands, and the boy’s 
parents say the educator deserves 
more than a reprimand.

Artie and Lisa Adams  told 
KEPR-TV  that they learned of 
the Nov. 6 incident at Scootney 
Springs Elementary School  when 
they asked their son about his day 
at school.

The third-grader said he re-
ported the clog and teacher Brent 
Taylor told him to clear it with his 
bare hands.

The parents complained. The 
principal reprimanded Taylor and 
ordered the 23-year teaching vet-
eran to review a hygiene course.  

 Man accused of posing 
as Army vet investigated 

PA LEVITTOWN  — Police 
said they are investi-

gating whether a man accused 
of falsely posing as a U.S. Army 
ranger while shopping at a subur-
ban Philadelphia mall broke the 
law.

Middletown Police Chief Jo-
seph Bartorilla said Tuesday that 
the man didn’t ask for a military 
discount at a shoe store he was 
exiting when a decorated Army 
veteran questioned him and cap-
tured it on video.

 The video created by Ryan 
Berk, who served in Afghanistan 

THE CENSUS

Student Annie Tsai takes a photo of herself with a llama on the University of California Berkeley campus 
in Berkeley, Calif., on Tuesday . The llamas were brought on campus as part of the academic affairs 
mental health and wellness office to reduce stress for students before finals start. 

Selfie therapy
JEFF CHIU/AP

The amount Ebola survivor Amber
Vinson wants the bridal store she 
shopped at in Akron, Ohio, to refund
for her bridesmaids’ dresses. Attor-
ney Stephen Malouf said Vinson, who
has recovered, saw the publicity of her 
case harm the store and decided to
get bridesmaids’ dresses elsewhere to
avoid further scrutiny for the business.
Anna Younker, owner of Coming At-
tractions Bridal & Formal, said the re-
imbursements aren’t feasible after the
store had to temporarily close and lost 
significant business. She called the re-
fund request a slap in the face. 
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 71 44 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 42 38 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 35 32 Cldy
Albuquerque 56 36 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 40 35 Cldy
Amarillo 60 33 PCldy
Anchorage 28 21 Cldy
Asheville 54 42 Cldy
Atlanta 62 53 Cldy
Atlantic City 51 45 Cldy
Austin 74 57 Cldy
Baltimore 45 40 Cldy
Baton Rouge 76 60 Cldy
Billings 40 25 Cldy
Birmingham 69 59 Cldy
Bismarck 25 2 PCldy
Boise 48 39 Cldy
Boston 38 37 Cldy
Bridgeport 41 41 Rain
Brownsville 78 64 Cldy
Buffalo 41 35 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 30 29 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 15 10 PCldy
Casper 47 28 Cldy
Charleston,S.C. 66 52 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 53 48 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 53 46 Cldy

Chattanooga 63 52 Cldy
Cheyenne 50 28 PCldy
Chicago 41 32 Cldy
Cincinnati 49 47 Rain
Cleveland 41 37 Rain
Colorado Springs 54 25 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 60 47 Cldy
Columbus,Ga. 67 55 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 45 43 Rain
Concord,N.H. 31 27 Cldy
Corpus Christi 77 63 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 74 52 Cldy
Dayton 45 41 Rain
Daytona Beach 79 62 Cldy
Denver 53 30 PCldy
Des Moines 40 28 Cldy
Detroit 41 31 Cldy
Duluth 29 11 Cldy
El Paso 68 45 PCldy
Elkins 48 42 Rain
Erie 40 38 Rain
Eugene 55 47 Rain
Evansville 59 44 Rain
Fairbanks 5 -10 Clr
Fargo 26 7 PCldy
Flagstaff 49 29 PCldy
Flint 38 29 Cldy
Fort Smith 67 48 Rain

Fort Wayne 39 34 Rain
Fresno 66 49 Cldy
Goodland 55 24 Clr
Grand Junction 49 28 PCldy
Grand Rapids 39 33 Cldy
Great Falls 34 27 Cldy
Green Bay 35 24 Rain
Greensboro,N.C. 51 44 Cldy
Harrisburg 40 38 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 38 36 Cldy
Helena 38 22 Cldy
Honolulu 82 67 Cldy
Houston 74 60 Cldy
Huntsville 69 55 Cldy
Indianapolis 45 39 Rain
Jackson,Miss. 73 60 Rain
Jacksonville 73 55 Cldy
Juneau 34 25 Cldy
Kansas City 47 33 Rain
Key West 80 72 PCldy
Knoxville 63 51 Cldy
Lake Charles 74 60 Cldy
Lansing 38 32 Cldy
Las Vegas 63 50 PCldy
Lexington 59 53 Rain
Lincoln 48 25 Cldy
Little Rock 65 52 Rain
Los Angeles 69 55 PCldy

Louisville 61 49 Rain
Lubbock 68 37 PCldy
Macon 64 53 Cldy
Madison 36 26 Rain
Medford 56 44 Cldy
Memphis 68 54 Rain
Miami Beach 80 71 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 72 40 PCldy
Milwaukee 37 30 Rain
Mpls-St Paul 32 16 Cldy
Missoula 36 26 Cldy
Mobile 75 59 Cldy
Montgomery 74 55 Cldy
Nashville 68 57 Rain
New Orleans 76 61 Cldy
New York City 46 44 Rain
Newark 45 43 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 55 49 Cldy
North Platte 50 16 PCldy
Oklahoma City 61 43 Cldy
Omaha 44 26 Cldy
Orlando 81 62 Cldy
Paducah 63 46 Rain
Pendleton 39 32 Cldy
Peoria 40 32 Rain
Philadelphia 45 40 Cldy
Phoenix 75 57 Cldy
Pittsburgh 41 39 Rain

Pocatello 47 34 Cldy
Portland,Maine 31 30 Cldy
Portland,Ore. 48 46 Cldy
Providence 41 38 Cldy
Pueblo 56 23 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 53 44 Cldy
Rapid City 42 21 PCldy
Reno 55 38 Cldy
Richmond 52 45 Cldy
Roanoke 45 41 Rain
Rochester 41 36 Cldy
Rockford 39 28 Rain
Sacramento 63 54 Cldy
St Louis 50 38 Rain
St Petersburg 76 66 Cldy
St Thomas 85 76 Cldy
Salem,Ore. 53 46 Cldy
Salt Lake City 51 35 PCldy
San Angelo 72 45 Cldy
San Antonio 74 60 Cldy
San Diego 69 59 PCldy
San Francisco 65 55 Rain
San Jose 66 51 Rain
Santa Fe 55 28 PCldy
St Ste Marie 33 23 Cldy
Savannah 68 53 Cldy
Seattle 53 46 Rain
Shreveport 72 59 Rain

Sioux City 42 21 Cldy
Sioux Falls 38 16 Cldy
South Bend 38 33 Cldy
Spokane 39 33 Rain
Springfield,Ill 43 34 Rain
Springfield,Mo 58 40 Rain
Syracuse 37 36 Cldy
Tallahassee 75 55 PCldy
Tampa 79 65 Cldy
Toledo 40 34 Rain
Topeka 49 30 Rain
Tucson 73 53 PCldy
Tulsa 64 40 Rain
Tupelo 70 58 Rain
Waco 75 51 Cldy
Washington 47 42 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 80 71 Cldy
Wichita 53 34 Rain
Wichita Falls 69 45 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 37 36 Snow
Wilmington,Del. 45 40 Cldy
Yakima 38 32 Cldy
Youngstown 41 38 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 84, Punta Gorda, Fla. 
Lo: Wed., -10, Westby, Mont.

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Mildenhall/
Lakenheath

42/29

Ramstein
39/33

Stuttgart
42/35

Lajes,
Azores
57/54

Rota
61/46

Morón
60/40

Sigonella
66/50

Naples
62/54

Aviano/
Vicenza
55/40

Pápa
43/40

Souda Bay
69/56

FRIDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
39/36

Bahrain
74/68

Baghdad
71/50

Doha
79/65

Kuwait
City

76/50

Riyadh
73/50

Djibouti
85/76

Kandahar
59/32

Kabul
35/30

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
33/19

Guam
84/79

Tokyo
46/36

Okinawa
64/56

Sasebo
48/42

Iwakuni
47/36

Seoul
30/17

Osan
32/15

Busan
44/27

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Dec. 5) ...........................$1.2629
Dollar buys (Dec. 5) ..........................€0.7918
British pound (Dec. 5) .......................... $1.61
Japanese yen (Dec. 5) ........................ 116.00
South Korean won (Dec. 5) ........... 1,086.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .......................$1.5695/0.6372
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.1354
China (Yuan) ........................................6.1500
Denmark (Krone) ................................6.0024
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1501
Euro ........................................$1.2398/0.8065
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7522
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 247.69
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.9809
Japan (Yen) ...........................................119.86
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2912
Norway (Krone) ................................... 7.0563
Philippines (Peso).................................44.65
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.36
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7535
Singapore (Dollar) .............................. 1.3127
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,113.40
Switzerland (Franc)............................ 0.9701
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.89
Turkey (New Lira) ...............................2.2343
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.13
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 2.99

‘Grand Theft Auto’ pulled in Australia
 The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Target Aus-
tralia is removing “Grand Theft 
Auto V” from store shelves after 
more than 40,000 people who 
say the video game encourages 
players to murder women for en-
tertainment signed an online pe-
tition asking the retailer to stop 
selling it.

The decision is the latest in a 
long line of controversies sparked 
by the 17-year-old video game 

series that casts players as car-
stealing criminals.

 A petition posted Nov. 29 on 
Change.org called for Target 
Australia to stop selling “GTA 
V” because it “makes a game of 
bashing, killing and horrific vio-
lence against women.”

The latest installment in Rock-
star Games’ action-adventure 
series centers on a trio of bank 
robbers in Los Santos, a tongue-
in-cheek rendition of Los Ange-
les. The open-world, third-person 

game allows players to partici-
pate in a several optional virtual 
activities, including visiting strip 
clubs and hiring prostitutes, as 
well as playing tennis and riding 
a roller coaster.

“GTA V” originally debuted 
in 2013 for the PlayStation 3 and 
Xbox 360. A new edition for the 
PlayStation 4 and Xbox One re-
leased last month adds the ability 
to play in a first-person perspec-
tive, offering a closer glimpse at 
gameplay, including sex acts that 

were previously obscured.
Strauss Zelnick, chairman and 

CEO of Rockstar Games’ parent 
company, Take-Two Interactive 
Software Inc., called the Aus-
tralian retailer’s decision to stop 
selling the game disappointing. 

 A spokesman said Target Aus-
tralia would continue to sell other 
R-rated DVDs and games.  

“GTA V” will continue to be 
sold in Target stores in North 
America. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of Dec 6-12

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.081 $3.281 $3.467 $3.908
Change in price -4.3 cents -4.1 cents -4.1 cents -2.3 cents

Netherlands -- $4.147 $4.418 $4.344
Change in price -- -1.1 cents -0.9 cents -8.9 cents

U.K. -- $3.251 $4.050 $3.878
Change in price -- -4.1 cents -0.2 cents -2.3 cents

Azores -- -- $3.686 --
Change in price -- -- no change --

Belgium -- $3.084 $3.347 $3.325
Change in price -- -28.8 cents -22.8 cents -50.2 cents

Turkey -- -- $3.948 $4.445*
Change in price -- -- no change no change

Italy $4.239 -- -- $4.277
Change in price -18.9 cents -- -- -18.9 cents

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.249 -- $3.689
Change in price -- -4.0 cents -- -3.0 cents
Okinawa $2.869 -- -- $3.689
Change in price -11.0 cents -- -- -3.0 cents

South Korea $2.909 -- $3.289 $3.729
Change in price -4.0 cents -- -4.0 cents -3.0 cents

Guam $2.889** $3.089 $3.279 --
Change in price -5.0 cents -5.0 cents -4.0 cents --
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30 years on, Bhopal still cries out for answers
BY RAVI KUMAR

The march of time can be cruel. As 
months and years go by it erodes 
even the most horrifying events 
until they are dulled of their sear-

ing poignancy.
Even one of the worst industrial disas-

ters of our time fades from the world’s 
consciousness after decades have gone 
by. Thirty years ago, on the night of Dec. 
2, 1984, the city of Bhopal, India, was for-
ever identified with catastrophic tragedy. 
A toxic gas leak from a Union Carbide 
India Ltd.  plant in the center of the city 
claimed the lives of thousands of people 
virtually overnight. Half a million people 
were exposed to contaminated water and 
air. The news and images of thousands of 
men, women, children and babies left dead 
on the ground, having tried to escape the 
gas, shocked the world.

Three decades later, the attention has 
gone. But the effects of that horrific day 
— and the lack of accountability — re-
main. Upward of 22,000 people have died 
as a result of the leak, but the people of 
Bhopal continue to suffer from health 
problems, and the land and water are still 
contaminated.

The ruins of the plant still stand and are 
still poisoning the city. But no one will ac-
cept responsibility for the cleanup. Seven 
former employees of the Indian subsid-
iary of Union Carbide were found guilty of 
death by negligence, but U.S.-based Union 
Carbide Corp.  — a majority owner of the 

UCIL plant —  refused to respond to crimi-
nal charges and has been declared an “ab-
sconder from justice” by a court in India. 
Dow Chemical acquired Union Carbide in 
2001, but has refused to ensure that Union 
Carbide responds to multiple judicial sum-
mons from Bhopal courts to answer for the 
disaster.

Bhopal was no mere accident. It was the 
result of a series of avoidable consequenc-
es due to cutting corners, exploiting an 
untrained and desperately poor workforce, 
and ignoring all warning signs that could 
have avoided calamity. And someone must 
answer.

It was this outrage at the lack of justice 
that prompted me to make the film “Bho-
pal: A Prayer for Rain,” which was released 
in the U.S. last month. The scars of that 
terrible day remain. There are those who 
still walk the narrow streets with canes 
after the toxic gas devastated their eyes. 
Children continue to be born with birth de-
fects, something local activists attribute to 
the effects of drinking water contaminated 
by chemicals left at the site. The site of the 
plant itself is rusting and overgrown, but 
still seeping poison.

When we visited Bhopal for filming, we 
attempted to get some footage at the ruined 
site. Workers’ helmets still sat on tables 
where they were left. Weathered safety 
signs are still affixed to the walls as silent 
ironic witnesses. And the smell of cyanide 
still remains. Our crews could not stay 
long because of it.

Dow’s stubborn refusal to admit any 
kind of responsibility for Union Carbide
over this matter is baffling. Though Dow
Chemical was not responsible for the leak
itself, it is now 100 percent owner of Union
Carbide and must therefore answer for
its obligations. From a public relations 
perspective, significant goodwill could 
be won by investing in the cleanup and in
the health and education infrastructure of 
Bhopal.

Instead, Dow has used the promise of 
significant future investment to lure the
support of the Indian government for its
demand to stop all legal action against the
company in India. Its Indian subsidiary has
sued peaceful demonstrators and taken out
restraining orders against protests.

Those are not the actions of a respon-
sible corporation. We will keep telling the
stories of the victims and survivors and
keep working with organizations like Am-
nesty International, who are currently en-
couraging members to support survivors
by writing to Dow as part of their annual 
“Write for Rights” campaign, until Dow
and Union Carbide step up and finally give 
the people of Bhopal the resolution and re-
newal they deserve. We must not allow the 
march of time to dull the urgency. Bhopal
was not merely a tragedy of the 20th cen-
tury. It is a human rights travesty today.
Ravi Kumar is a director whose film, “Bhopal: A 
Prayer for Rain,” was released in the U.S. last 
month. He wrote this in partnership with Amnesty 
International USA. 
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Republicans see Carter as ally at DOD
 BY ELI LAKE AND JOSHUA ROGIN

Bloomberg News

With President Barack Obama’s 
expected nomination of Ashton 
Carter to be his next secretary 
of defense, many Republicans 

see a potential ally inside the Pentagon.
The former deputy of the department 

is a technocrat, a master of the byzantine 
process of defense acquisitions and a man 
who has won high marks for his manage-
ment skills inside the U.S. government’s 
largest bureaucracy.

But Carter also has a hawkish side. He 
has been a public advocate for modernizing 
the U.S. nuclear arsenal, a step opposed by 
the more dovish side of the arms-control 
community. When Carter was an aca-
demic, before the Obama presidency, he 
took a hard line on Iran, arguing that the 
United States should use diplomacy and 
other kinds of coercion to end the country’s 
enrichment of nuclear fuel. He even advo-
cated for a pre-emptive strike on North Ko-
rea’s missiles. During his tenure as deputy 
secretary of defense, from 2011 to 2013, he 
was one of the strongest opponents in gov-
ernment of the mandatory defense budget 
cuts known as sequestration.

Sen. John McCain, the next chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
told us that he and Carter had similar views 
on a number of issues. “Working together, 
if you are not having to fight the Pentagon, 
if you’ve got the leader actively working 
towards the same goal, that’s immensely 
helpful,” McCain said of Carter.

McCain said he expected to work closely 
with Carter on issues that aren’t micro-
managed by the White House, such as 
reforming the process by which the Pen-
tagon develops and purchases weapons 
and cutting the Pentagon’s bloated civilian 
bureaucracy. On issues where the White 
House has taken a policy lead, such as the 
negotiations with Iran or the war in Syria, 
McCain predicted that even if he did coop-
erate with Carter, it would not make much 
of a difference. “He’s not going to have a 

say in it,” McCain said. “I certainly could 
work with him — on Iran and Syria — but 
I guarantee that he would not have any in-
fluence on those decisions.”

To be sure, not all conservatives are as 
upbeat on the prospect of an Ashton Carter 
Pentagon. Thomas Donnelly, a defense 
policy expert at the American Enterprise 
Institute, said Carter doesn’t have the 
gravitas of his predecessors such as Robert 
Gates, Leon Panetta or even Chuck Hagel, 
who was known for making public remarks 
at odds with White House policy. “He’s not 
exactly a guy with all the political skills in 
the world,” Donnelly said. “He’s a prickly 
personality; he’s not the world’s greatest 
communicator. He makes Chuck Hagel 
look like Winston Churchill.”

In the end, Donnelly said, even if con-
gressional Republicans made an alliance 
with Carter on policy issues against the 
White House, it would not be worth all 
that much. “I don’t think having an alli-
ance with Ash Carter is a bad thing, it just 
doesn’t add that much,” he said. “He is not 
going to be allowed to speak out freely, 
or he will end up where his predecessors 
ended up, on the ash heap of history.”

Some of Carter’s former colleagues in 
government disputed this characterization. 
Kurt Campbell, who served in Obama’s 
first term as assistant secretary of state for 
East Asia and the Pacific, said he predicts 

Carter “will be an ambitious secretary of
defense and he will insist on setting his
own agenda.” Campbell added that Carter 
will “work closely with the White House 
but he will want a degree of independence 
and maneuver room to deal with these ex-
tremely challenging issues.”

Past stances are also not always a guar-
antee of future positions for high-level ap-
pointees. When Hagel was nominated to
replace Panetta at the Pentagon, he was
touted by the White House for his opposi-
tion to the Iraq War. Yet, once inside the 
administration, Hagel became one of the 
strongest advocates for a more aggressive 
policy in Iraq and Syria following the rise
of the Islamic State in those two countries.

One of the most challenging issues for
Carter will be to work with the military’s 
most senior generals at a moment when the
White House has asked them to fight a new
war in Syria and Iraq even as the Pentagon 
has been forced to make across-the-board
cuts to its budget.

“I’m very pleased with the selection of 
Ash Carter,” one Republican senior con-
gressional staff member on defense issues
said. “He knows how to get stuff done and 
he’s going to know that Obama can’t fire
him. This will be good because Ash Cart-
er is not a guy who will push back on the
generals.”

That staffer also pointed to Carter’s
commitment to modernize the U.S. nuclear
weapons arsenal. As the deputy secretary 
of defense, for example, Carter once had
the president’s helicopter, Marine One, 
land at the mall entrance at the Pentagon
in order to inspect the president’s secure 
communications and to make sure they 
would work in the event of a nuclear war,
the staffer said.

Joe Cirincione, president of the Plough-
shares Fund, which opposes increased 
spending on the U.S. nuclear arsenal, said 
Carter “ inherits plans for spending $1 tril-
lion on new nuclear weapons over the next
30 years but not the money to pay for them.
He doesn’t want to cut the contracts, but he
can’t afford them either.” 

‘ [Carter] is not going to 
be allowed to speak out 
freely, or he will end up 
where his predecessors 
ended up, on the ash 
heap of history. ’

Thomas Donnelly
defense policy expert

at the American Enterprise Institute
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 Garner decision defies belief
Newsday 

What happened Wednesday is 
incomprehensible.

A Staten Island, N.Y., grand jury voted 
not to bring criminal charges against 
NYPD Officer Daniel Pantaleo, who threw 
his arm around Eric Garner’s neck last 
summer in what looked much like a de-
partmentally prohibited chokehold.

Garner cried again and again, “I can’t 
breathe.” Then he was dead.

The disturbing viral video shot by a by-
stander was an emotional gut punch. It was, 
and still is, difficult to watch. Video can 
mislead, of course. But what we thought 
we saw was bluntly buttressed by New 
York City’s medical examiner, who said 
Garner’s death was a homicide resulting 
from the chokehold and the compression of 
his chest by police officers.

And now we’re back where we were last 
week in Ferguson, Mo., back where we 
never really left, with a grand jury’s inac-
tion reverberating profoundly and volatile-
ly across the country. And with questions 
we have been unable to answer — about 
our nation’s troubled racial history, about 
the distrust that exists between minorities 
and police departments, and about why 
some of us are not treated equally under 
the law.

Garner was black. Pantaleo is white. 
Ferguson victim Michael Brown was 
black; then-police Officer Darren Wilson, 
who was not indicted by a St. Louis County 
grand jury, is white.

But the two cases are different. In Fer-
guson, conflicting testimony and evidence 
made it impossible to decipher what trans-
pired, and whether Wilson should have felt 
threatened by Brown.

Garner, on the other hand, did not pose 
a lethal threat to anyone . … He was resist-
ing arrest on suspicion of selling “loosies” 
— individual cigarettes — a very minor al-
legation  . …

We’ve made great progress over the 
years, but the past has a long and haunting 
reach. America’s race problem has taken a 
serious turn for the worse. It’s time that we 
honestly confront it.

 Aim high on limiting smoking
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

There is plenty of good news in the latest 
statistics on smoking released last week by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, but that doesn’t mean Ameri-
cans cannot and should not do better.

The proportion of adults who smoke 
was 17.8 percent in 2013, the lowest level 
since the 1964 ground-breaking surgeon 
general’s report, the first loud alarm about 
the deadly effects of cigarettes. Smoking’s 
popularity has fallen by more than half 
since 1965, when 52 percent of men and 34 
percent of women were regular cigarette 
smokers, compared with last year’s rate of 
20.5 percent among men and 15.3 percent 
among women.

The results of the National Health Inter-
view Survey, an in-person report compiled 
each year, found other positive develop-
ments in 2013. People who still smoke are 
smoking less. In 2005, 80.8 percent of smok-
ers said they lit up every day; last year, that 
was true of 76.9 percent of smokers. The 
daily users also puffed on fewer cigarettes 
per day — 14.2 versus 16.7 in 2005 . …

Americans, even with significant de-
clines over the long term, are probably 
puffing too much to be able to cut the por-
tion of smokers to 12 percent of adults 

by 2020, a goal set by the Department of 
Health and Human Services.

Attaining that low threshold will re-
quire a double-barreled approach — lots of 
smokers will have to give up the habit and 
a concerted effort will have to be made to 
stop young people from picking it up.

 Encouraging English is enough
Los Angeles Times 

The terms “American” and “U.S. citizen” 
are used interchangeably, but it is widely 
understood that there is more to being an 
American than possessing citizenship. 
The late Harvard political scientist Sam-
uel Huntington noted approvingly in his 
2004 book “Who Are We?” that, histori-
cally, immigrants to this country became 
Americans by “adopting America’s Anglo-
Protestant culture and political values.”

Few would quarrel with the notion that 
being an American entails acceptance of 
“political values” such as representative 
government, free speech and the preserva-
tion of the rights of minorities. As President 
Barack Obama said in his second inaugu-
ral address, Americans are bound together 
not by “the colors of our skin or the tenets 
of our faith or the origins of our names,” 
but rather by the “self-evident” truths of 
the Declaration of Independence.

Far more controversial is the notion that 
there is a cultural component of being an 
American. Sometimes it is asserted that a 
real American must profess the Christian 
(or Judeo-Christian) faith . More common 
is the idea that one cannot be a true Ameri-
can unless one speaks English. Hunting-
ton called the English language “central to 
American identity.”

In a country in which 1 out of every 5 
residents speaks a foreign language at 
home, that assertion will strike many as 
offensive or just wrong. The same is true 
of perennial efforts in Congress to declare 
English the official national language. 
The latest iteration of that proposal is the 
English Language Unity Act sponsored by 
Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa.

Yet one can oppose such legislation 
— and we do — and still be troubled that 
so many immigrants don’t speak or under-
stand English well. According to the Cen-
sus Bureau’s 2012 American Community 
Survey, nearly 1 in 10 working-age U.S. 
adults — 19.2 million people between the 
ages of 16 and 64 — is considered “limited 
English proficient.”

That’s disturbing, but not because it 
represents a dilution of “Anglo-Protestant 
culture.” Our concerns are different ones. 
First, we believe that a common language 
is an important unifying force in a country 
that is diverse in so many other ways. Sec-

ond, now and for the near future, a mastery 
of English will be important for full politi-
cal participation and economic advance-
ment in the United States.

English is, and ought to be, the language 
of government, even in communities in 
which large numbers of people have a dif-
ferent first language . …

It’s true that under the federal Voting 
Rights Act, U.S. citizens in many areas  
have access to ballots in languages other 
than English (a provision that the King 
bill apparently would not repeal). Given 
the importance of the right to vote, such 
an accommodation is essential. But the 
language of national political debate is and 
will remain English. Even with the best of 
intentions, voters who lack English skills 
will be hampered in their ability to partici-
pate fully in the democratic process . …

So what should be done?
The answer is not to pass legislation de-

claring English the official national lan-
guage . Nor is the solution to increase the 
difficulty of the current requirement that 
immigrants seeking naturalization demon-
strate some familiarity with English . …

Instead, we advocate a more positive 
approach to encourage immigrants to be-
come proficient in English. It would in-
clude bilingual education programs for 
schoolchildren designed to foster, not post-
pone, acquisition of English skills, along 
with a significant expansion of programs 
for adults.  … Such an effort would also help 
its beneficiaries to be better citizens.

 Freedom to be un-‘like’-able
The Washington Post 

When can the government prosecute 
someone for using heated language on 
Facebook? The Supreme Court heard ar-
guments Monday on where it should draw 
the line between protected speech and 
“true threats” that even the First Amend-
ment does not protect.

The speech in question, from petitioner 
Anthony Douglas Elonis’ Facebook page, 
ranges from puerile to despicable, and it 
includes descriptions of the hypothetical 
murder of his estranged wife. She was so 
concerned that she obtained a protective 
order against her husband, who neverthe-
less continued to taunt her electronically. 
Elonis’ words and behavior were beyond 
contempt; his wife is the sympathetic fig-
ure in this story. Unfortunately, a ruling 
that gives Elonis what many would see as 
his just deserts  might also end up being 
used to discourage speech that deserves 
protection. The justices must be careful.

The government argues that it can lock 
up someone like Elonis as long as it con-
vinces a jury that a reasonable person 

would construe his words to be a serious 
threat. Elonis’ attorneys and a spate of
free-speech advocates, including the news-
papers’ trade association, counter that the 
legality of someone’s speech should not be
left to such a weak and vague standard. In-
stead, they argue, the government should
have to prove that he intended his words
to be received as a threat. Some of the jus-
tices discussed a middle ground Monday,
suggesting the government should have to
prove that Elonis was reckless in his disre-
gard for how threatening his words would
likely sound. …

 Freedom of speech is the most cherished 
of American rights, zealously protected 
by legal rules that give wide berth to ex-
pressions of nastiness, pettiness, anger
and frustration — and to descriptions of 
gruesomeness, violence and horror — in
order to steer far clear of crushing legiti-
mate speech that might be disfavored by 
politicians, misunderstood by judges or 
unpopular in a particular community. Yet
the government opposes even having to 
show recklessness on the part of a speaker 
in order to imprison him.

“That’s not the kind of standard that we
typically use in the First Amendment,” 
Justice Elena Kagan said Monday. “We 
typically say that the First Amendment 
requires a kind of buffer zone to ensure
that even stuff that is wrongful maybe is
permitted because we don’t want to chill
innocent behavior.”

The court must keep that principle in
mind — not for Elonis’ sake but for the sake 
of those who might stop speaking out of 
fear that a prosecutor and jury somewhere
will disapprove of what they have to say.

 Europe grumbles over Google
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News 
There is a war going on in Europe that

could have a significant impact on the U.S.
and its economy.

No, not Vladimir Putin’s expansionist 
forays into Crimea and Ukraine, although
that’s a nasty business. More worrisome
is what seems to be Europe’s war against
American tech companies — especially
Google. …

 On Nov. 27, members of the European 
Parliament overwhelmingly voted to take
the first steps toward a breakup of Google
in Europe. This was pushed by its two larg-
est economies, Germany and France. It is 
likely to be the first of many actions against
what the French refer to as “les Gafa,” re-
ferring to Google, Apple, Facebook and
Amazon.

We get it. Europe has long grumbled that
Google has 68 percent of the market of Web 
searches in America and more than 90 
percent in many European countries. The 
numbers are similar with the other three.

But what galls European officials is that, 
with U.S. firms’ enormous reach, they pay
relatively little in corporate income taxes
and slip beyond the reach of some of the
European national regulators . …

 The most serious claim is that Google’s
search intentionally downgrades com-
petitors, making it impossible for others 
to reach scale. This places the burden on
Google to show that it does not engage in
anti-competitive practices. However, you
have to wonder whether the inability of 
European entrepreneurs to swiftly in-
novate and compete has something to do
with Europe’s heavily regulated business
environment — the anti-Silicon Valley, you
might say.

There is one European concern we defi-
nitely share, however: user privacy. Crit-
ics have called on Google and Facebook to
further limit the use of personal data they 
collect. They favor an “opt-in” policy for 
gathering information rather than the cur-
rent “opt-out.” We’ve been saying this for 
years . …

So we cheer on the European Union as 
it attacks on the privacy front, and hope
Google can neutralize the anti-competitive
claim, whether by debunking it or chang-
ing some policies . 

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

SUSAN WALSH/AP

John P. Elwood, attorney for Anthony Douglas Elonis, who claimed he was just kidding 
when he posted  graphically violent rap lyrics on Facebook about killing his estranged 
wife, shooting  a kindergarten class and attacking an FBI agent, speaks  outside the 
Supreme Court  on Monday .  The justices are considering whether violent and threaten-
ing rap lyrics posted on Facebook deserve protection under the First Amendment. 
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College football

Schedule
Friday, Dec. 5

MIDWEST
Mid-American Championship, N. Il-

linois (10-2) vs. Bowling Green (7-5), at 
Detroit

FAR WEST
Pac-12 championship, Arizona (10-2) 

vs. Oregon (11-1), at Santa Clara, Calif.
Saturday, Dec. 6

EAST
SMU (0-11) at UConn (2-9)

SOUTH
SEC Championship, Alabama (11-1) vs. 

Missouri (10-2), at Atlanta
Temple (5-6) at Tulane (3-8)
ACC Championship, Florida St. (12-

0) vs. Georgia Tech (10-2), at Charlotte, 
N.C.

MIDWEST
Houston (7-4) at Cincinnati (8-3)
Conference USA Championship, Loui-

siana Tech (8-4) at Marshall (11-1)
Big Ten Championship, Wisconsin (10-

2) vs. Ohio St. (11-1), at Indianapolis
SOUTHWEST

Iowa St. (2-9) at TCU (10-1)
Oklahoma St. (5-6) at Oklahoma (8-3)
SWAC Championship, Alcorn St. (9-3) 

vs. Southern U. (9-3), at Houston
Kansas St. (9-2) at Baylor (10-1)

FAR WEST
Mountain West championship, Fresno 

St. (6-6) at Boise St. (10-2)

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 9 3 0 .750 378 253
Miami 7 5 0 .583 301 232
Buffalo 7 5 0 .583 264 217
N.Y. Jets 2 10 0 .167 190 319

South
Indianapolis 8 4 0 .667 382 283
Houston 6 6 0 .500 287 247
Tennessee 2 10 0 .167 213 338
Jacksonville 2 10 0 .167 186 329

North
Cincinnati 8 3 1 .708 260 247
Baltimore 7 5 0 .583 328 242
Pittsburgh 7 5 0 .583 320 298
Cleveland 7 5 0 .583 252 245

West
Denver 9 3 0 .750 361 276
San Diego 8 4 0 .667 279 249
Kansas City 7 5 0 .583 277 224
Oakland 1 11 0 .083 176 337

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 9 3 0 .750 375 285
Dallas 8 4 0 .667 302 273
N.Y. Giants 3 9 0 .250 257 319
Washington 3 9 0 .250 244 322

South
Atlanta 5 7 0 .417 291 299
New Orleans 5 7 0 .417 323 318
Carolina 3 8 1 .292 228 331
Tampa Bay 2 10 0 .167 220 314

North
Green Bay 9 3 0 .750 380 267
Detroit 8 4 0 .667 231 207
Chicago 5 7 0 .417 253 337
Minnesota 5 7 0 .417 233 257

West
Arizona 9 3 0 .750 258 224
Seattle 8 4 0 .667 298 221
San Francisco 7 5 0 .583 231 244
St. Louis 5 7 0 .417 261 285

Thursday’s games
Detroit 34, Chicago 17
Philadelphia 33, Dallas 10
Seattle 19, San Francisco 3

Sunday’s games
Houston 45, Tennessee 21
St. Louis 52, Oakland 0
Minnesota 31, Carolina 13
Indianapolis 49, Washington 27
Buffalo 26, Cleveland 10
San Diego 34, Baltimore 33
Jacksonville 25, N.Y. Giants 24
Cincinnati 14, Tampa Bay 13
New Orleans 35, Pittsburgh 32
Atlanta 29, Arizona 18
Green Bay 26, New England 21
Denver 29, Kansas City 16

Monday’s game
Miami 16, N.Y. Jets 13

Thursday, Dec. 4
Dallas at Chicago

Sunday, Dec. 7
N.Y. Giants at Tennessee
Carolina at New Orleans
N.Y. Jets at Minnesota
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
St. Louis at Washington
Baltimore at Miami
Indianapolis at Cleveland
Tampa Bay at Detroit
Houston at Jacksonville
Buffalo at Denver
Kansas City at Arizona
San Francisco at Oakland
Seattle at Philadelphia
New England at San Diego

Monday, Dec. 8
Atlanta at Green Bay

NFL injury report
NEW YORK — The updated National 

Football League injury report, as provid-
ed by the league:

PITTSBURGH STEELERS at CINCIN-
NATI BENGALS — STEELERS: DNP: T 
Marcus Gilbert (ankle), LB James Har-
rison (knee), TE Heath Miller (not injury 
related), S Troy Polamalu (illness), QB 
Ben Roethlisberger (not injury related). 
FULL: CB Cortez Allen (thumb), CB Brice 
McCain (hamstring), NT Steve McLendon 
(shoulder), LB Ryan Shazier (ankle), CB 
Ike Taylor (shoulder). BENGALS: DNP: LB 
Vontaze Burfict (knee), DE Robert Geath-
ers (hip), TE Ryan Hewitt (illness), DE 
Margus Hunt (ankle), CB Adam Jones 
(concussion), DT Domata Peko (elbow), 
G Mike Pollak (knee), WR James Wright 
(knee). LIMITED: WR A.J. Green (thigh), T 
Marshall Newhouse (hip).

ST. LOUIS RAMS at WASHINGTON 
REDSKINS — RAMS: No Data Report-
ed. REDSKINS: DNP: NT Kedric Golston 
(foot, back), DE Jason Hatcher (knee), 
WR DeSean Jackson (shin), S Brandon 
Meriweather (toe), CB Chase Minnifield 
(concussion). LIMITED: NT Chris Baker 
(chest), CB E.J. Biggers (concussion), S 
Ryan Clark (stinger), LB Will Compton 
(stinger), LB Keenan Robinson (knee). 
FULL: LB Ryan Kerrigan (wrist), RB Silas 
Redd Jr. (rib).

NEW YORK GIANTS at TENNESSEE TI-
TANS — GIANTS: DNP: T James Brewer 
(concussion), LB Mark Herzlich (concus-
sion), RB Rashad Jennings (ankle). LIM-
ITED: DT Cullen Jenkins (calf), LB Jameel 
McClain (knee), CB Dominique Rodgers-
Cromartie (back, shoulder), LB Jacquian 
Williams (concussion, shoulder). TITANS:
DNP: T Taylor Lewan (ankle), T Michael 
Oher (toe), G Chance Warmack (ankle), 
LB Kamerion Wimbley (hamstring). LIM-
ITED: QB Zach Mettenberger (right shoul-
der), CB Blidi Wreh-Wilson (back). FULL: 
CB Marqueston Huff (hamstring).

CAROLINA PANTHERS at NEW OR-
LEANS SAINTS — PANTHERS: DNP: DE 
Mario Addison (foot), DT Star Lotulelei 
(ankle), TE Greg Olsen (knee), G Amini 
Silatolu (knee), RB DeAngelo Williams 
(hand). SAINTS: LIMITED: RB Travaris Ca-
det (hamstring), RB Mark Ingram (ankle, 
toe), LB Kyle Knox (hand), RB Khiry Rob-
inson (forearm).

NEW YORK JETS at MINNESOTA VI-
KINGS — JETS: DNP: TE Jace Amaro (con-
cussion), TE Jeff Cumberland (illness),
K Nick Folk (hip), WR Jeremy Kerley 
(illness), WR Greg Salas (hamstring),
CB Josh Thomas (illness), DE Muham-
mad Wilkerson (toe). FULL: G Willie Co-
lon (knee, shoulder), RB Chris Johnson 
(knee). VIKINGS: DNP: LB Anthony Barr 
(knee), TE Rhett Ellison (ankle), DT Shar-
rif Floyd (knee), TE Chase Ford (ham-
string, foot), RB Jerick McKinnon (low
back), CB Jabari Price (hamstring). FULL: 
TE Kyle Rudolph (abdomen, groin).

BALTIMORE RAVENS at MIAMI DOL-
PHINS — RAVENS: DNP: WR Marlon
Brown (concussion), RB Justin Forsett 
(knee), WR Torrey Smith (knee), G Jer-
emy Zuttah (ankle). LIMITED: TE Crock-
ett Gillmore (back), CB Tramain Jacobs 
(thigh), LB Albert McClellan (thigh), LB 
Courtney Upshaw (hand). FULL: WR Mi-
chael Campanaro (thigh), LB C.J. Mosley 
(wrist). DOLPHINS: No Data Reported.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS at CLEVELAND 
BROWNS — COLTS: DNP: S Mike Adams
(back), WR Josh Cribbs (knee), CB Von-
tae Davis (concussion), LB D’Qwell Jack-
son (not injury related), DT Arthur Jones 
(illness), NT Zach Kerr (illness), T Xavier
Nixon (foot), DE Cory Redding (knee), LB 
Andy Studebaker (hamstring), G Hugh 
Thornton (knee), LB Erik Walden (knee), 
WR Reggie Wayne (not injury related).
LIMITED: WR T.Y. Hilton (hamstring).
FULL: TE Dwayne Allen (ankle). BROWNS:
OUT: S Tashaun Gipson (knee). DNP: TE 
Gary Barnidge (rib), RB Isaiah Crow-
ell (hip), LB Jabaal Sheard (foot), T Joe
Thomas (not injury related). LIMITED: TE 
Jordan Cameron (concussion), LB Kar-
los Dansby (knee), WR Marlon Moore 
(hamstring). FULL: CB Justin Gilbert (ill-
ness), C Nick McDonald (ankle, knee), LB 
Barkevious Mingo (shoulder).

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at DETROIT 
LIONS — BUCCANEERS: DNP: CB Crezdon 
Butler (not injury related), DT Clinton
McDonald (hamstring), TE Brandon My-
ers (calf), RB Bobby Rainey (ankle), TE
Austin Seferian-Jenkins (back). LIMITED:
LB Lavonte David (hamstring), LB Mason 
Foster (Achilles), TE Luke Stocker (con-
cussion). FULL: C Evan Dietrich-Smith (ill-
ness), S Major Wright (shoulder). LIONS:
DNP: DT Nick Fairley (knee). LIMITED: WR 
Calvin Johnson (ankle). FULL: RB Reggie
Bush (ankle, back), T Riley Reiff (knee), G 
Larry Warford (knee).

HOUSTON TEXANS at JACKSONVILLE 
JAGUARS — TEXANS: DNP: LB Jadeveon
Clowney (knee), RB Arian Foster (groin),
TE Garrett Graham (ankle), WR Andre
Johnson (not injury related), CB Johna-
than Joseph (ankle). LIMITED: LB Brian 
Cushing (knee), LB Akeem Dent (neck), 
CB Kareem Jackson (knee), P Shane
Lechler (biceps), S Danieal Manning 
(hamstring), NT Ryan Pickett (back).
FULL: T Tyson Clabo (foot), RB Jonathan 
Grimes (ankle), T Derek Newton (knee), 
LB Jeff Tarpinian (knee). JAGUARS: OUT:
T Austin Pasztor (hamstring). DNP: DE 
Andre Branch (groin), LB Khairi Fortt 
(hamstring), LB Jeremiah George (an-
kle), LB LaRoy Reynolds (ankle). LIMIT-
ED: S Josh Evans (foot). FULL: QB Blake
Bortles (right shoulder, left ankle), DE 
Chris Clemons (knee), RB Toby Gerhart
(shoulder).

BUFFALO BILLS at DENVER BRONCOS
— BILLS: DNP: T Cordy Glenn (illness), TE 
Chris Gragg (knee), DT Kyle Williams (ill-
ness), DE Jarius Wynn (knee). LIMITED: K 
Dan Carpenter (right groin), DT Marcell 
Dareus (hip), WR Chris Hogan (ham-
string), S Bacarri Rambo (hamstring), WR 
Sammy Watkins (hip), WR Robert Woods
(ankle). BRONCOS: DNP: RB Montee Ball
(groin), S Quinton Carter (knee), RB Ron-
nie Hillman (foot), LB Lerentee McCray
(illness), TE Jacob Tamme (ribs), CB Kay-
von Webster (shoulder), WR Wes Welker 
(not injury related). LIMITED: C Will Mont-
gomery (knee), WR Demaryius Thomas 
(ankle), TE Julius Thomas (ankle). FULL: 
RB C.J. Anderson (ankle), T Paul Cornick 
(shoulder), CB Aqib Talib (hamstring), RB 
Juwan Thompson (knee).

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS at ARIZONA CAR-
DINALS — CHIEFS: DNP: DE Allen Bailey
(concussion), WR Junior Hemingway
(concussion), G Mike McGlynn (quadri-
ceps). LIMITED: WR Donnie Avery (groin),
TE Anthony Fasano (knee), LB Tamba 
Hali (knee). FULL: RB Jamaal Charles 
(knee), P Dustin Colquitt (right calf), CB 
Jamell Fleming (hamstring), LB Dee Ford
(quadriceps), LB James-Michael John-
son (back, knee), LB Josh Mauga (back),
CB Chris Owens (knee), CB Sean Smith 
(groin). CARDINALS: No Data Reported.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at PHILADELPHIA
EAGLES — SEAHAWKS: No Data Reported. 
EAGLES: OUT: QB Nick Foles (collarbone). 
LIMITED: K Cody Parkey (right groin), RB 
Chris Polk (ankle). FULL: LB Emmanuel 
Acho (groin), DE Brandon Bair (elbow),
TE Trey Burton (hamstring).

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS at OAKLAND 
RAIDERS — 49ERS: DNP: CB Tramaine
Brock (hamstring), T Anthony Davis (con-
cussion), TE Vance McDonald (back), DT
Justin Smith (back), T Joe Staley (illness),
S Bubba Ventrone (groin). LIMITED: WR 
Michael Crabtree (knee), CB Chris Cul-
liver (shoulder), DT Glenn Dorsey (fore-
arm), RB Carlos Hyde (shoulder), DT
Ray McDonald (finger). FULL: WR Bruce
Ellington (ankle), WR Stevie Johnson 
(knee), WR Brandon Lloyd (quadriceps). 
RAIDERS: No Data Reported.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS at SAN DI-
EGO CHARGERS — PATRIOTS: No Data
Reported. CHARGERS: DNP: NT Ryan Car-
rethers (elbow), LB Dwight Freeney (not
injury related), DT Corey Liuget (knee), T 
Ryan Miller (groin), G Chris Watt (calf).
FULL: LB Andrew Gachkar (knee).

ATLANTA FALCONS at GREEN BAY 
PACKERS — No Data Reported.

Pro soccer

MLS playoffs
 CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP

Eastern Conference
New England 4, New York 3

Leg 1 — New England 2, New York 1
Leg 2 — New York 2, New England 2

Western Conference
LA Galaxy 2, Seattle 2

Leg 1 — LA Galaxy 1, Seattle 0
Leg 2 — Seattle 2, LA Galaxy 1, LA Gal-

axy advances on away goals
MLS CUP

Sunday, Dec. 7: New England at LA 
Galaxy

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

MLB — Announced the resignation of 
executive vice president, business and 
CEO of MLB Enterprises Tim Brosnan, ef-
fective at the end of January 2015.

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Agreed to 

terms with RHP Eddie Gamboa on a one-
year contract.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to 
terms with RHP Luke Hochevar on a two-
year contract.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Agreed to terms 
with OF Torii Hunter on a one-year con-
tract.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Traded OF Mi-
chael Saunders toe Toronto for LHP J.A. 
Happ.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Agreed to 
terms with 1B Justin Smoak on a one-
year contract.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms 

with RHP Jim Johnson on a one-year 
contract and OF Nick Markakis on a four-
year contract.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Agreed to 
terms with LHP Clayton Richard on a mi-
nor league contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Recalled F-C 
Jarnell Stokes from Iowa (NBADL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed K Jay Feely. 
Waived/injured WR-KR Chris Williams.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed RB 
Shaun Draughn. Placed WR Miles Austin 
on injured reserve.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Placed OT 
Austin Pasztor on injured reserve. Signed 
LB A.J. Edds.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed DB 
Justin Green, LB Deontae Skinner and DB 
Daxton Swanson to the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed DL Kona 
Schwenke to the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed DB Je-
mea Thomas from the St. Louis practice 
squad. Waived CB Brandon Ghee.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Suspended Pittsburgh D Rob-
ert Bortuzzo two games for interference 
against New Jersey F Jaromir Jagr during 
a Dec. 2 game.

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Signed G Ilya Bry-
zgalov to a pro tryout contract.

ARIZONA COYOTES — Assigned F 
Brendan Shinnimin to Portland (AHL).

DALLAS STARS — Recalled LW Curtis 
McKenzie and G Jussi Rynnas from Texas 
(AHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Agreed to 
terms with D Alec Martinez on a six-year 
contract extension.

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Recalled D 
Griffin Reinhart from Bridgeport (AHL). 
Placed D Johnny Boychuk on injured re-
serve, retroactive to Nov. 27, and D Lu-
bomir Visnovsky on injured reserve, ret-
roactive to Nov. 28.

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Reassigned 
F Vladislav Namestnikov to Syracuse 
(AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Signed F 
Bradley Wright-Phillips as a designated 
player ahead of the 2015 season.

TORONTO FC — Declined the 2015 con-
tract options on MF Dwayne De Rosario, 
D Ryan Richter, MF Jeremy Hall and F An-
drew Wiedeman. defender Ryan Richter, 
midfielder Jeremy Hall and forward An-
drew Wiedeman.

COLLEGE
BUFFALO — Named Brian Borland 

defensive coordinator, Andy Kotelnicki 
offensive coordinator, Daryl Agpalsa 
offensive line coach and Alan Hensell 
offensive assistant coach. Retained 
running backs coach Matt Simon and de-
fensive line coach Chris Cosh.

DELAWARE — Named Frantzer Le 
Blanc assistant athletics director for fa-
cilities. 

Wednesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Adelphi 68, Pace 55
American U. 66, Brown 49
Army 73, Delaware 69
Baruch 63, Stevens Tech 47
Boston U. 77, Binghamton 65
Canisius 60, St. Peter’s 57
Catholic 65, Susquehanna 58
Delaware Valley 68, King’s (Pa.) 52
Dominican (NY) 86, Nyack 65
Fairleigh Dickinson 89, Princeton 85
Geneva 56, Thiel 55
Harvard 60, Northeastern 46
Holy Cross 74, Albany (NY) 57
Lehigh 61, St. Francis (Pa.) 59
Mass.-Lowell 71, NJIT 67
New Hampshire 72, LIU Brooklyn 56
Penn 57, Navy 46
Penn St. 61, Virginia Tech 58
Post (Conn.) 83, Felician 69
Richard Stockton 78, College of NJ 56
Rider 69, CCSU 56
Roberts Wesleyan 67, Hobart 60
Rutgers-Newark 62, Montclair St. 60
S. Connecticut 99, St. Rose 70
Sacred Heart 71, Colgate 70
Saint Joseph’s 58, Temple 56
St. Bonaventure 72, Buffalo 63
Towson 84, Coppin St. 76
Vermont 81, Hartford 69
Villanova 84, La Salle 70
W. New England 71, Curry 61
Yale 67, Bryant 60

SOUTH
Bridgewater (Va.) 73, Shenandoah 64
Davidson 92, Charlotte 86
E. Mennonite 78, Washington & Lee 77
ETSU 96, W. Carolina 89
FAU 72, East Carolina 63
Guilford 72, Methodist 64
Hampden-Sydney 71, Roanoke 67
IPFW 87, Stetson 76
Iowa 60, North Carolina 55
Jacksonville St. 79, Winthrop 76, OT
Lincoln Memorial 78, Ohio Mid-West-

ern 64
Longwood 74, Dartmouth 73
Louisiana-Lafayette 76, Jackson St. 53
Loyola NO 59, Xavier (NO) 46
McNeese St. 74, Southern NO 63
Mount Olive 78, Erskine 51
Murray St. 102, Bethel (Tenn.) 66
North Florida 63, Bethune-Cookman 

56
Old Dominion 75, George Mason 69
Richmond 68, William & Mary 67
Southern Miss. 78, N. Dakota St. 65
Tennessee Tech 84, Lipscomb 79
Truett McConnell 78, Milligan 72, OT
UNC Pembroke 95, Fayetteville St. 88, 

OT
UNC Wilmington 105, St. Andrews 47
UT-Martin 71, N. Kentucky 56
Union (Ky.) 71, Point (Ga.) 55
Valparaiso 72, E. Kentucky 66
Virginia 76, Maryland 65
W. Kentucky 62, Bowling Green 52
Wofford 66, Presbyterian 45

MIDWEST
Augsburg 68, Carleton 58
Bethel (Minn.) 84, Northwestern 

(Minn.) 75, OT
Butler 77, Indiana St. 54
Concordia (Mich.) 50, Madonna 47
Cornerstone 68, Michigan-Dearborn 

65
Davenport 88, Siena Heights 55
Dayton 66, Miami (Ohio) 62
Duke 80, Wisconsin 70
E. Illinois 61, Ball St. 54
Georgia Tech 66, Northwestern 58
Gustavus 68, St. Thomas (Minn.) 65
Indiana Tech 93, Marygrove 73
Kalamazoo 61, Purdue-Calumet 46
Lawrence 64, Beloit 53, OT
Milwaukee 65, UMKC 56
Northwestern Ohio 55, Lawrence Tech 

52
Notre Dame 79, Michigan St. 78, OT
Oakland 84, Rochester (Mich.) 52
S. Dakota St. 89, Wayne (Neb.) 55
S. Illinois 79, SIU-Edwardsville 67
St. John’s (Minn.) 79, Concordia 

(Moor.) 76
St. Mary’s (Minn.) 70, Hamline 67
St. Norbert 80, Ripon 68
St. Olaf 68, Macalester 58
Toledo 59, Cleveland St. 54
Tulane 83, Loyola of Chicago 70
Wis.-Platteville 57, Wis.-La Crosse 56
Wis.-River Falls 90, Wis.-Superior 79
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 64, Wis.-Eau Claire 50
Wis.-Stout 90, Bethany Lutheran 80
Wis.-Whitewater 78, Wis.-Oshkosh 59

SOUTHWEST
Houston Baptist 58, Rice 55
Oklahoma St. 87, North Texas 61
Prairie View 64, Schreiner 48
Texas A&M 66, Sam Houston St. 63
Texas St. 72, Texas Lutheran 31
Texas Tech 46, Auburn 44
Tulsa 77, Creighton 64

FAR WEST
Air Force 59, Grambling St. 34
Arizona St. 77, UNLV 55
California 78, Montana 76, 2OT
Colorado 72, San Francisco 55
Colorado St. 65, UTEP 62
Fresno St. 72, UC Irvine 63
Idaho 77, Washington St. 71

Long Beach St. 68, Nevada 57
Montana St. 79, S. Dakota Mines 41
New Mexico 62, New Mexico St. 47
Oregon 94, Concordia (Ore.) 63
Oregon St. 74, MVSU 50
Pacific 80, Cal St.-Hayward 51
Portland 83, Portland St. 71
Southern Cal 77, Loyola Marymount 

61
UC Davis 70, San Jose St. 56
UCLA 73, Cal St.-Fullerton 45
UTSA 88, N. Arizona 83, OT
Utah 69, Wichita St. 68, OT 

Wednesday’s women’s scores
EAST

American U. 77, UMBC 51
Bucknell 79, Morgan St. 50
Curry 59, W. New England 48
Delaware 69, Temple 58
Dominican (NY) 95, Nyack 66
Duquesne 86, Kent St. 60
Fairfield 60, Siena 55
Geneva 71, Thiel 58
Indiana 76, Boston College 67
Kings (Pa.) 89, Delaware Valley 72
La Salle 75, Robert Morris 61
Maine 72, CCSU 58
Mass.-Lowell 69, Columbia 59
New Hampshire 67, Boston U. 55
Old Westbury 80, York (NY) 55
Providence 51, Villanova 49
Richard Stockton 56, College of NJ 47
S. Connecticut 78, St. Rose 75
Sacred Heart 76, Vermont 66
St. Francis (NY) 57, Stony Brook 55
St. John’s 65, Xavier 42
West Virginia 80, Fairleigh Dickinson 

52
SOUTH

Berea 62, Centre 48
Bryan 83, Columbia (SC) 67
Clayton St. 87, Fort Valley St. 73
ETSU 84, George Mason 71
Erskine 92, Mount Olive 87
Evansville 93, Murray St. 83, OT
Furman 90, Coastal Carolina 56
GRU Augusta 68, Paine 50
James Madison 79, Richmond 68
Kentucky 82, N. Kentucky 64
LSU 73, Louisiana Tech 59
Md.-Eastern Shore 58, Mount St. 

Mary’s 43
Middle Tennessee 69, Clemson 28
Milligan 56, Truett-McConnell 41
Minnesota 60, NC State 55
Old Dominion 75, Howard 54
Point (Ga.) 69, Union (Ky.) 65
Randoph 78, Emory & Henry 69
South Florida 78, Stetson 62
Tennessee 111, St. Francis (Pa.) 44
Transylvania 75, Mount St. Joseph 42
Troy 76, Samford 67
Tulane 77, Nicholls St. 44
Vanderbilt 63, MVSU 37
Xavier (NO) 52, LeMoyne-Owen 45

MIDWEST
Augsburg 65, Carleton 58
Beloit 51, Lawrence 31
Colorado St. 69, Drake 56
Concordia (Moor.) 71, St. Benedict 60
Concordia (Wis.) 74, Edgewood 67
Cornerstone 70, Michigan-Dearborn 

50
Davenport 88, Siena Heights 41
Dayton 79, Wright St. 76
DePaul 92, Butler 76
Florida St. 67, Purdue 64, OT
Hope 77, Adrian 59
Huntington 56, Spring Arbor 44
Ill.-Chicago 63, SIU-Edwardsville 52
Illinois 86, Virginia 63
Indiana Tech 65, Marygrove 37
Lakeland 69, Wis. Lutheran 67
Lawrence Tech 78, Northwestern Ohio 

62
Madonna 79, Concordia (Mich.) 58
Miami (Ohio) 82, Valparaiso 59
Michigan 83, Wake Forest 69
Missouri 56, Loyola of Chicago 45
Moody Bible 77, Mount Mary 42
Nebraska 60, Duke 54
Notre Dame 92, Maryland 72
Ohio 87, Morehead St. 67
Pittsburgh 78, Ohio St. 74
Seton Hall 79, Creighton 74
St. Catherine 66, Bethel (Minn.) 62
St. Mary’s (Minn.) 80, Hamline 72
St. Norbert 62, Ripon 39
St. Olaf 65, Macalester 45
St. Thomas (Minn.) 76, Gustavus 43
Wis.-Oshkosh 72, Wis.-Whitewater 58
Wis.-Platteville 77, Wis.-LaCrosse 74
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 59, Wis.-Eau Claire 53
Wis.-Superior 66, Wis.-River Falls 56

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 96, Texas-Pan American 42
Houston 59, Rice 58
SMU 62, North Texas 55
Saint Louis 63, Tulsa 58
Texas 86, New Mexico 36
Texas A&M 75, Northwestern St. 42
Texas Tech 61, Abilene Christian 44

FAR WEST
Arizona 65, Grambling St. 51
CS Bakersfield 80, UC Irvine 70
Cal St.-Fullerton 78, Denver 61
California 107, Sacramento St. 94
Long Beach St. 78, Pepperdine 69
Utah 63, Utah St. 57 

College basketball
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The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Tyus Jones darted through 
the lane for easy baskets and hit two key three-
pointers. Any time he made a big play, his family 
followed with raucous applause.

It was quite a Midwest homecoming Wednesday 
night for Duke’s freshman point guard.

Jones scored 22 points, junior Rasheed Sulai-
mon added 14 and the fourth-ranked Blue Devils 
shot 65 percent to beat No. 2 Wisconsin 80-70 in a 
highly anticipated matchup of college basketball 
heavyweights.

Jones’ mother led the cheers after making the 
roughly 4½-hour drive from the Minneapolis sub-
urb of Apple Valley, Minn..

“This is the closest game to home, so I had a lot of 
family and friends here. You know, seeing my mom 
right behind the bench ... helps and she was loving 
it,” Jones said.

With 17 points, Wisconsin senior Frank Kaminsky 
outscored Duke freshman Jahlil Okafor (13 points) 
in a test for two of the nation’s top big men.

But it was another touted freshman, Jones, who 
helped open things up for the Blue Devils (8-0) in 
the second half.

The lightning-quick Jones followed a transition 
layup with an assist on jumper Amile Jefferson’s 
jumper to cap a 6-0 run that gave Duke a 69-60 lead 
with about 3 minutes left against the Badgers (7-1).

“When those freshmen see that the upperclass-
men are setting the table for them, it helps a lot,” 
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski said. “They didn’t 
look like freshmen tonight.”

Off an inbounds play, freshman Justise Winslow’s 
dunk after strolling uncontested down the lane 
seemed to demoralize the Badgers one last time as 
Duke took an eight-point lead with about 1:20 left.

It was a thunderous end to a December game 
that had the tense feel of March. The showcase of 
the ACC/Big Ten Challenge could also prove to be a 
Final Four preview. 

No. 7 Virginia 76, No. 21 Maryland 65: Mal-
colm Brogdon scored 18 points, Justin Anderson 
added 16 and Virginia turned up the defense to hand 
host Maryland its first loss.

The Cavaliers (8-0) and Terrapins (7-1) played 
twice a year for decades when both were in the At-
lantic Coast Conference. Now in its first year as a 

member of the Big Ten, Maryland trailed through-
out against its longtime rival in the ACC/Big Ten
Challenge.

 No. 25 Utah 69, No. 8 Wichita State 68 (OT): 
Delon Wright hit a go-ahead jumper in the lane with
14 seconds left in overtime to boost host Utah over 
Wichita State, snapping the Shockers’ regular-sea-
son winning streak at 35 games.

Wright scored five of his 13 points in the extra 
period as Utah (6-1) withstood a late Shockers 
comeback and three missed free throws in the 
final 3.2 seconds. He also had seven assists and six
rebounds.

Brandon Taylor had 17 points and Dakarai Tuck-
er scored 13 for the Utes, who hadn’t hosted such a 
highly ranked team since toppling No. 1 Alabama 
51-49 on Dec. 30, 1999. Jakob Poeltl had 12 points
and 11 boards.

 No. 10 Villanova 84, La Salle 70: Darrun Hill-
iard and Dylan Ennis each scored 15 points to lead
host Villanova past La Salle.

Josh Hart and JayVaughn Pinkston each added 12
points for the Wildcats (7-0), who shot 7-for-14 from
three-point range.

 Iowa 60, No. 12 North Carolina 55: Mike Gesell 
hit a driving layup through contact for the go-ahead 
three-point play with 1:16 left, helping Iowa upset
host North Carolina in the ACC/Big Ten Challenge.

Gesell finished with 16 points for the Hawkeyes
(6-2), who outfought the Tar Heels (5-2) on a night
when both teams struggled to shoot straight.

Gesell’s basket was the team’s first after a 4-min-
ute drought, but it ended up providing the winning 
margin on a night when the Hawkeyes won despite
shooting 33 percent.

 Notre Dame 79, No. 19 Michigan State 78 (OT): 
Jerian Grant scored a career-high 27 points and De-
metrius Jackson added a career-best 22 to help host
Notre Dame in the ACC/Big Ten Challenge.

In the first meeting between the schools in 35
years, Jackson’s three-point play 2:19 into overtime
put the Fighting Irish (7-1) ahead by five. His free
throw with 5 seconds left helped seal the victory.

 No. 23 Butler 77, Indiana State 54:  Kellen
Dunham and Roosevelt Jones each scored 14 points
to lead Butler past longtime rival Indiana State.

The Bulldogs (6-1) climbed into the Top 25 for the 
first time in nearly 22 months this week and won in
Terre Haute for the first time since 2002.

Top 25 roundup

SPORTS BRIEFS/COLLEGE BASKETBALL

ANDY MANIS/AP

Duke’s Tyus Jones, right, shoots past Wisconsin’s Nigel Hayes during the first half Wednesday in 
Madison, Wis. Jones scored 22 points as No. 4 Duke beat No. 2 Wisconsin 80-70.

The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — After 
working though a buyout issue, 
Jim McElwain is leaving Colora-
do State to become Florida’s next 
head coach.

The Gators announced the hir-
ing Thursday at the same time 
McElwain started a team meet-
ing with players and assistants. 
Florida said McElwain agreed to 
a six-year deal that will average 
$3.5 million annually. He made 
$1.5 million this year at Colorado 
State.

McElwain accepted the job 
after working with Colorado State 
to reduce his $7.5 million buyout. 
Florida will pay the Rams $3 mil-
lion over six years. McElwain will 
pay $2 million over time. The Ga-
tors also will pay Colorado State 
$2 million for a game in Gaines-
ville between 2017 and 2020.

“Coach McElwain was someone 
we targeted from the beginning 
of the search,” Florida athletic 
director Jeremy Foley said. “The 
more we worked through the pro-
cess and did our due diligence, 
coupled with our meeting and 
conversations with him and those 
around him, it was obvious he is 
the right person to lead the Flori-
da Gator football program.”

The Gators already are on the 
hook for about $8 million to pay 
fired coach Will Muschamp and 
his staff. Florida also has about 
$87 million in on-campus proj-
ects underway, with roughly $60 
million of that raised.

 McElwain took over a program 
that went 3-9 for three consecu-
tive seasons (2009-11), but has 
enjoyed a quick turnaround. 
The Rams went 4-8 in 2012 and 
8-6 last year before this season’s 
breakthrough performance. They 
have wins against rival Colorado 
and Boston College in 2014.

 Nebraska hires Riley 
away from Oregon St.

LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska 
has hired Oregon State’s Mike 
Riley as its new football coach, 
replacing the fired Bo Pelini.

Athletic director Shawn Eichorst 
announced Riley’s hiring Thurs-
day. Riley has spent 14 seasons 
over two tenures at Oregon State, 
leading the Beavers to 93 wins and 
a 6-2 record in bowl games.

Riley is a native of Idaho and a 
graduate of Alabama, where he 
played for Paul “Bear” Bryant. 
He’ll take over immediately but 
will not coach the Cornhuskers 
in their bowl game. Nebraska as-
sistant Barney Cotton is interim 
head coach.

Oregon State finished this sea-
son 5-7 overall, 2-7 in the Pac-12.

Ravens’ Ngata banned
four games for PEDs

BALTIMORE — Baltimore 

Ravens defensive tackle Haloti 
Ngata was suspended without 
pay for four games by the NFL 
on Thursday for taking perfor-
mance-enhancing substances.

Ngata will miss the rest of the 
regular season but will be eligible 
for the playoffs, the league said.

Ngata said in a statement re-
leased by the team that he took 
Adderall, a drug used to treat 
attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder.

“I made a mistake, and I own 
this,” he said.

The suspension costs Balti-
more one of its defensive stars as 
the Ravens compete for a playoff 
berth. They’re 1½ games behind 
the Cincinnati Bengals in the 
AFC North division, and one of 
six 7-5 teams tied for the second 
wild-card spot.

“I am deeply sorry and broken 
up over this,” Ngata said. “I let 
down my family, my teammates, 
Ravens fans and myself. My hope 
is that the Ravens make the play-
offs, and I believe they can do 
this. And then I can come back 
and help us win.”

Galaxy’s Keane
named MVP of MLS

LOS ANGELES — Robbie 
Keane has been named Major 
League Soccer’s Most Valuable 
Player after the Irish forward’s 
dynamic season for the Los An-
geles Galaxy. MLS announced 
the award Wednesday.

The 34-year-old Keane had 19 
goals and 14 assists while leading 
the Galaxy’s MLS-best offense, 
providing dangerous attacking 
and steady leadership for the MLS 
Cup finalists. Keane will attempt 
to win his third title with the team 
when they host New England in 
the championship game Sunday.

Braves reach deal
with OF Markakis

ATLANTA — Moving to fill 
an outfield void after the trade 
of Jason Heyward, the Atlanta 
Braves agreed Wednesday to a 
four-year contract with free agent 
Nick Markakis.

The Braves probably aren’t 
done dealing, either.

The 31-year-old Markakis spent 
the first nine years of his career 
with the Baltimore Orioles. This 
past season, he batted .276 with 
14 homers and 50 RBIs while 
winning his second Gold Glove.

The deal is contingent on 
Markakis passing a physical. 
Terms were not announced by 
the team, but multiple reports in-
dicated it was worth $44 million.

In other MLB news:
�  The Seattle Mariners have 

traded outfielder Michael Saun-
ders to the Toronto Blue Jays in 
exchange for veteran left-handed 
pitcher J.A. Happ.

Briefl y

Jones lifts Duke over Badgers

Florida hires new 
coach McElwain
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NHL scoreboard

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 26 17 6 3 37 92 69
Montreal 27 17 8 2 36 70 68
Detroit 25 14 6 5 33 77 65
Toronto 24 13 8 3 29 81 72
Boston 26 14 11 1 29 63 63
Florida 23 10 7 6 26 50 58
Ottawa 24 10 9 5 25 63 66
Buffalo 25 9 14 2 20 45 77

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 24 17 5 2 36 82 55
N.Y. Islanders 25 18 7 0 36 80 67
N.Y. Rangers 24 11 9 4 26 71 70
Washington 24 10 10 4 24 68 69
New Jersey 25 9 12 4 22 58 72
Philadelphia 25 8 13 4 20 66 81
Carolina 24 8 13 3 19 56 69
Columbus 24 7 15 2 16 54 84

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 24 16 6 2 34 65 48
St. Louis 25 16 7 2 34 67 55
Chicago 25 16 8 1 33 78 49
Winnipeg 26 13 9 4 30 55 58
Minnesota 24 14 9 1 29 67 56
Dallas 25 9 11 5 23 73 89
Colorado 25 9 11 5 23 67 79

Pacific Division
Anaheim 27 16 6 5 37 76 72
Vancouver 25 17 7 1 35 79 69
Calgary 26 16 8 2 34 83 66
Los Angeles 25 13 7 5 31 67 57
San Jose 26 12 10 4 28 70 71
Arizona 26 10 13 3 23 64 81
Edmonton 26 6 15 5 17 58 90

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Tuesday’s games
Buffalo 2, Tampa Bay 1, SO
N.Y. Islanders 3, Ottawa 2, OT
Pittsburgh 1, New Jersey 0
Vancouver 4, Washington 3
Carolina 2, Nashville 1
Toronto 5, Dallas 3
Florida 4, Detroit 3
Calgary 5, Arizona 2
San Jose 2, Philadelphia 1
Los Angeles 2, Boston 0

Wednesday’s games
Anaheim 5, Philadelphia 4, SO
Minnesota 2, Montreal 1
Chicago 4, St. Louis 1
Winnipeg 3, Edmonton 2, OT

Thursday’s games
Vancouver at Pittsburgh
Washington at Carolina
New Jersey at Toronto
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa
Dallas at Detroit
Buffalo at Tampa Bay
Columbus at Florida
St. Louis at Nashville
Colorado at Calgary
Los Angeles at Arizona
Boston at San Jose

Friday’s games
Anaheim at Minnesota
Colorado at Winnipeg
Montreal at Chicago

Saturday’s games
Ottawa at Pittsburgh
St. Louis at N.Y. Islanders
Philadelphia at Los Angeles
Vancouver at Toronto
N.Y. Rangers at Detroit
Columbus at Tampa Bay
Buffalo at Florida
Washington at New Jersey
Chicago at Nashville
Montreal at Dallas
Boston at Arizona
San Jose at Calgary

Sunday’s games
Anaheim at Winnipeg
Detroit at Carolina
Vancouver at Ottawa
San Jose at Edmonton

Wild 2, Canadiens 1
Montreal 0 0 1—1
Minnesota 1 1 0—2

First Period—1, Minnesota, Zucker 10 
(Koivu), :19.

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Pomin-
ville 5 (Folin, Parise), 12:10.

Third Period—3, Montreal, Galchenyuk 
6 (Desharnais, Subban), 19:02.

Shots on Goal—Montreal 6-4-9—19. 
Minnesota 16-14-5—35.

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 1; Minnesota 0 of 5.

Goalies—Montreal, Price 14-6-1 (35 
shots-33 saves). Minnesota, Kuemper 
11-7-0 (19-18).

A—19,034 (17,954). T—2:32.

Ducks 5, Flyers 4 (SO)
Philadelphia 0 3 1 0—4
Anaheim 0 3 1 0—5

Anaheim won shootout 2-1
Second Period—1, Philadelphia, Raffl 

7 (Giroux, Voracek), 5:46. 2, Anaheim, 
Fowler 3 (Silfverberg, Andersen), 8:14. 
3, Philadelphia, Simmonds 9 (B.Schenn, 
Streit), 8:46. 4, Philadelphia, Umberger 
2 (Schultz, Couturier), 10:47 (pp). 5, Ana-
heim, Getzlaf 8 (Lindholm, Perry), 11:15. 
6, Anaheim, Vatanen 7 (Maroon), 19:06.

Third Period—7, Anaheim, Maroon 2 
(Perry, Getzlaf), 14:58 (pp). 8, Philadel-
phia, Simmonds 10 (Laughton, MacDon-
ald), 19:57.

Shootout—Philadelphia 1 (Voracek 
NG, Couturier G, Giroux NG), Anaheim 2 
(Silfverberg G, Perry G).

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 4-10-13-
8—35. Anaheim 4-19-6-4—33.

Power-play opportunities—Philadel-
phia 1 of 2; Anaheim 1 of 5.

Goalies—Philadelphia, Mason 4-9-3 
(33 shots-29 saves). Anaheim, Andersen 
12-4-4 (35-31).

A—15,691 (17,174). T—2:43.

Blackhawks 4, Blues 1
St. Louis 0 1 0—1
Chicago 1 0 3—4

First Period—1, Chicago, Kruger 4 
(Saad), 15:57.

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Cole 2 
(Berglund, Ott), 12:38.

Third Period—3, Chicago, Versteeg 8 
(Toews, Keith), :59. 4, Chicago, Kane 11 
(Versteeg, Richards), 2:47. 5, Chicago, 
Kane 12 (Versteeg, Rundblad), 5:19.

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 13-13-15—41. 
Chicago 13-7-13—33.

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 6; Chicago 0 of 3.

Goalies—St. Louis, Allen 8-3-1 (33 
shots-29 saves). Chicago, Raanta 2-2-0 
(41-40).

A—21,514 (19,717). T—2:30.

Jets 3, Oilers 2 (OT)
Edmonton 1 0 1 0—2
Winnipeg 1 0 1 1—3

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Trouba 3 
(Perreault, Byfuglien), 12:33. 2, Edmon-
ton, Nugent-Hopkins 6 (Schultz, Hall), 
17:59.

Third Period—3, Edmonton, Purcell 
4 (Perron, Gordon), 1:31. 4, Winnipeg, 
Byfuglien 5 (Stuart, Trouba), 16:54.

Overtime—5, Winnipeg, Perreault 3 
(Trouba, Kane), :17.

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 7-11-6-0—
24. Winnipeg 8-11-6-1—26.

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 1; Winnipeg 0 of 0.

Goalies—Edmonton, Scrivens 4-9-3 (26 
shots-23 saves). Winnipeg, Pavelec 9-8-2 
(24-22).

A—15,016 (15,004). T—2:16.

NHL roundup NBA roundup

NHL/NBA

76ers win, avoid
tying worst start

Chicago’s
3-goal 3rd
tops Blues

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — The Phila-
delphia 76ers avoided tying the 
record for the worst start to a 
season in NBA history, ending 
their 0-17 skid with an 85-77 vic-
tory over the Minnesota Timber-
wolves on Wednesday night.

Michael Carter-Williams had 
20 points, nine rebounds and nine 
assists and Robert Covington 
added 17 points to keep Philadel-
phia from tying the 0-18 start by 
the New Jersey Nets in 2009-10.

“For me personally, I think it’s 
a big relief off my chest,” Carter-
Williams said. “And the same is 
for the rest of the guys now that 
we got a win.”

Particularly the first one for a 
team with the youngest roster in 
league history.

“We feel like this validates the 
work they’ve put in,” Brown said. 
“I just have a tremendous amount 
of respect for the fact that they 
never once quit on themselves, 
short-circuited a practice, and 
they were rewarded tonight.”

The game got off to an awkward 
start when 16 seconds into the 
first quarter, referees realized 
that the two teams were going in 
the wrong direction. A foul on the 
Timberwolves had to be wiped 
away and the game restarted 
with a new jump ball, prompting 
heads to be scratched all over the 
arena.

 The Sixers shot just 39 percent 
against the worst defense in the 
league and turned the ball over 
19 times. They scored only nine 
points in the second quarter, 
but in the end there were smiles 
and hugs for the first time this 
season.

“That’s what makes it bad,” 
Wolves forward Corey Brewer 
said. “They play that bad and we 
still lose? We have to look at our-
selves, man. It’s tough. We can’t 
lose that game, period.”

Gorgui Dieng had 15 points 
and 16 rebounds for the Timber-
wolves. But Minnesota shot just 
35.7 percent and turned the ball 
over 19 times to lose for the 11th 
time in 13 games.

Celtics 109, Pistons 102 
(OT): Jeff Green scored 32 points, 
including a three-pointer as host 
Boston opened overtime with 
eight straight points and snapped 
a five-game losing streak.

The loss was the 10th in a row 
for Detroit. Greg Monroe scored 
15 of his 29 points after the 3:13 
mark of the fourth, when the Pis-
tons erased an 11-point deficit. 
But Detroit never recovered after 
giving up the first three baskets 
— including a pair of three-point-
ers — to start the extra period. 

Nets 95, Spurs 93 (OT): At 
New York, Mirza Teletovic had 
a season-high 26 points and a 
career-best 15 rebounds starting 
in place of Kevin Garnett, and 
Brooklyn snapped San Antonio’s 

eight-game winning streak.
The Nets regrouped in over-

time after blowing a 14-point lead 
in the final 5 minutes of regula-
tion and beat a team with a win-
ning record for the first time this
season. 

Hawks 112, Heat 102: Jeff 
Teague scored 27 points, Kyle Ko-
rver scored 18 and Atlanta hand-
ed Miami another home loss.

Dennis Schroder scored 16 and
Paul Millsap finished with 14 for 
the Hawks, who beat the Heat for
the second time in two meetings
this season. An 18-5 run to end
the third quarter was the decid-
ing blow for Atlanta . 

Clippers 114, Magic 86: Blake 
Griffin scored 21 points and J.J. 
Redick had 20 before both sat out 
the fourth quarter, and host Los
Angeles won its sixth straight.

Chris Paul had 19 points and 10
assists for the Clippers, who have
won their past four by an average 
margin of 21.6 points. 

Mavericks 107, Bucks 105: 
At Milwaukee, Monta Ellis hit a 
wild, fallaway jumper at the buzz-
er to lift Dallas.

Ellis scored eight in the final 
two minutes on what otherwise
had been a bad shooting night for 
the Mavericks’ top scorer, play-
ing against his former team.

Dallas won its fifth in a row
while resting Dirk Nowitzki be-
cause of a sore back. 

Bulls 102, Hornets 95:Pau 
Gasol had 19 points and 15 re-
bounds, Joakim Noah and Nikola 
Mirotic each posted double-dou-
bles, and Chicago handed host
Charlotte its 10th straight loss.

Noah had 14 points and 10 re-
bounds, and Mirotic added 11 
points and 12 rebounds as the
Bulls bounced back from a dou-
ble-overtime loss to Dallas on
Tuesday night. 

Raptors 123, Jazz 104: Kyle
Lowry scored a season-high 39
points on 13-for-22 shooting as
Toronto handed host Utah its sev-
enth straight loss.

Greivis Vasquez and Lou
Williams each had 17 for the
Raptors. 

Rockets 105, Grizzlies 96: 
James Harden scored 21 points, 
and Trevor Ariza and Jason Terry
added 16 each to help short-hand-
ed Houston cruise past visiting
Memphis.

The Grizzlies had won five in a
row, and their two previous losses
this season had been by a com-
bined five points.

Memphis jumped out to an 8-
0 lead in this one but couldn’t do
much after that. Houston didn’t
trail after the first quarter. 

Wizards 111, Lakers 95: 
Bradley Beal scored 27 points, 
John Wall had 17 points and 15 
assists, and host Washington won
its third straight and prevented
Los Angeles from getting its first
three-game winning streak in
more than a year. 

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Kris Versteeg 
scored 59 seconds into the third 
period, Patrick Kane added two 
more goals, and the Chicago 
Blackhawks beat the St. Louis 
Blues 4-1 on Wednesday night for 
their fourth consecutive victory.

Marcus Kruger also scored for 
Chicago, and Antti Raanta had 40 
saves in his first start since Corey 
Crawford was sidelined by a left 
foot injury. Versteeg also had the 
primary assist on each of Kane’s 
goals.

“I’m just trying to get the puck 
into great players’ hands and let 
them go to work,” Versteeg said. 
“Those two guys have been help-
ing me out a lot. Just got to keep 
going and grinding it out.”

 Back at home after a 5-1 road 
trip, Chicago killed off each of 
St. Louis’ six power plays and 
won for the seventh time in eight 
games.

“You can blame the power 
plays all you want and your best 
players on the power play, but we 
gave the game away in the third 
period,” Blues coach Ken Hitch-
cock said.

 Ian Cole scored in the second 
for the Blues, who had won four of 
five. Jake Allen made 29 saves.

“You can’t let a team with that 
skill get those chances, but it was 
only a five-minute span, and they 
took advantage of it,” Allen said. 

Ducks 5, Flyers 4 (SO): 
Jakob Silfverberg and Corey 
Perry scored in the shootout, and 
host Anaheim rebounded from 
Wayne Simmonds’ late tying 
goal for a victory over spiraling 
Philadelphia.

Simmonds scored his second 
goal with 2.6 seconds left in regu-
lation for the Flyers, who lost their 
ninth consecutive road game.

Frederik Andersen made 
31 saves for Anaheim, stop-
ping Claude Giroux to end the 
shootout.

Patrick Maroon scored in the 
third period for the Ducks, who 
pulled even with Tampa Bay atop 
the overall NHL standings with 
their fifth win in seven games.

Steve Mason stopped 29 shots 
in the Flyers’ sixth straight de-
feat overall — and their second 
straight heartbreaker following a 
last-minute loss in San Jose . 

Wild 2, Canadiens 1: Jason 
Zucker and Jason Pominville 
scored improbable goals to lift 
host Minnesota over Montreal. 
The Wild have won seven of 10.

Alex Galchenyuk scored in the 
final minute after Montreal pulled 
goalie Carey Price, who made 33 
saves. The Canadiens are 1-3-1 in 
their past five games. 

Jets 3, Oilers 2 (OT): Mathieu 
Perreault scored 17 seconds into 
overtime, and Winnipeg sent vis-
iting Edmonton to its 11th straight 
loss.

Perrault tipped Jacob Trouba’s 
point shot past goalie Ben Scriv-
ens to win it.  

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

Blackhawks left wing Daniel Carcillo is sandwiched between St. 
Louis Blues goalie Jake Allen and Alex Pietrangelo during the third 
period on Wednesday in Chicago. The Blackhawks won 4-1.
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NBA SCOREBOARD
 Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 15 4 .789 —
Brooklyn 8 9 .471  6
Boston 5 11 .313  8½
New York 4 15 .211 11
Philadelphia 1 17 .056 13½

Southeast Division
Washington 12 5 .706 —
Atlanta 11 6 .647  1
Miami 9 9 .500  3½
Orlando 7 14 .333  7
Charlotte 4 15 .211  9

Central Division
Chicago 12 7 .632 —
Cleveland 9 7 .563  1½
Milwaukee 10 10 .500  2½
Indiana 7 11 .389  4½
Detroit 3 16 .158  9

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 15 3 .833 —
Houston 14 4 .778  1
Dallas 15 5 .750  1
San Antonio 13 5 .722  2
New Orleans 8 8 .500  6

Northwest Division
Portland 14 4 .778 —
Denver 9 9 .500  5
Oklahoma City 5 13 .278  9
Utah 5 14 .263  9½
Minnesota 4 13 .235  9½

Pacific Division
Golden State 15 2 .882 —
L.A. Clippers 13 5 .722  2½
Phoenix 11 8 .579  5
Sacramento 9 9 .500  6½
L.A. Lakers 5 14 .263 11

Tuesday’s games
Cleveland 111, Milwaukee 108
Atlanta 109, Boston 105
L.A. Lakers 106, Detroit 96
Brooklyn 98, New York 93
New Orleans 112, Oklahoma City 104
Dallas 132, Chicago 129,2OT
Phoenix 116, Indiana 99
Portland 105, Denver 103
Toronto 117, Sacramento 109
Golden State 98, Orlando 97

Wednesday’s games
Washington 111, L.A. Lakers 95
Chicago 102, Charlotte 95
Atlanta 112, Miami 102
Boston 109, Detroit 102, OT
Brooklyn 95, San Antonio 93, OT
Houston 105, Memphis 96
Dallas 107, Milwaukee 105
Philadelphia 85, Minnesota 77
Toronto 123, Utah 104
L.A. Clippers 114, Orlando 86

Thursday’s games
Cleveland at New York
Indiana at Portland
New Orleans at Golden State

Friday’s games
Oklahoma City at Philadelphia
Denver at Washington
New York at Charlotte
Cleveland at Toronto
L.A. Lakers at Boston
Atlanta at Brooklyn
San Antonio at Memphis
Houston at Minnesota
Phoenix at Dallas
Miami at Milwaukee
Orlando at Utah
Indiana at Sacramento

Saturday’s games
Philadelphia at Detroit
Golden State at Chicago
Phoenix at Houston
Minnesota at San Antonio
Orlando at Sacramento
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers

Wednesday
76ers 85, Timberwolves 77
PHILADELPHIA — Mbah a Moute 4-9 4-

5 12, Noel 4-8 0-0 8, Sims 4-8 2-3 10, Cart-
er-Williams 9-20 2-7 20, Thompson 1-6 1-2 
3, McDaniels 4-13 2-2 12, Davies 0-1 0-0 
0, Covington 5-13 4-4 17, Grant 1-3 1-2 3, 
Sampson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 32-82 16-25 85.

MINNESOTA — Wiggins 4-12 2-2 11, 
Young 6-16 4-4 16, Dieng 6-12 3-5 15, Wil-
liams 5-14 2-2 14, Brewer 3-11 1-2 7, Hum-
mel 1-3 2-2 4, Muhammad 2-5 0-0 4, Ben-
nett 0-2 0-0 0, LaVine 3-6 0-0 6, Budinger 
0-3 0-0 0. Totals 30-84 14-17 77.

Philadelphia 23 9 25 28—85
Minnesota 13 21 22 21—77
Three-point Goals—Philadelphia 5-24 

(Covington 3-6, McDaniels 2-9, Sampson 
0-1, Mbah a Moute 0-1, Carter-Williams 
0-3, Thompson 0-4), Minnesota 3-17 (Wil-
liams 2-8, Wiggins 1-1, Hummel 0-1, Young 
0-1, LaVine 0-2, Brewer 0-2, Budinger 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Philadel-
phia 60 (Mbah a Moute, Carter-Williams, 
McDaniels 9), Minnesota 56 (Dieng 16). 
Assists—Philadelphia 15 (Carter-Wil-
liams 9), Minnesota 17 (Williams 7). Total 
Fouls—Philadelphia 17, Minnesota 21. 
Technicals—Minnesota defensive three 
second. A—10,463 (19,356). 

Wizards 111, Lakers 95
L.A. LAKERS — Johnson 2-6 0-0 6, 

Boozer 5-9 0-0 10, Hill 3-6 2-2 8, Lin 0-10 
0-0 0, Bryant 8-22 11-14 29, Davis 1-2 2-3 4, 
Price 4-4 0-0 11, Young 7-14 2-2 21, Sacre 
3-9 0-0 6, Ellington 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 33-85 
17-21 95.

WASHINGTON — Pierce 6-15 2-4 14, 
Humphries 3-7 0-0 6, Gortat 9-13 3-3 21, 
Wall 6-18 4-5 17, Beal 11-19 2-2 27, Butler 
5-7 2-2 14, Gooden 0-2 0-0 0, Porter 1-5 2-2 
4, Seraphin 2-4 0-1 4, Miller 2-3 0-0 4. To-
tals 45-93 15-19 111.

L.A. Lakers 33 19 17 26— 95
Washington 27 27 24 33—111
Three-point Goals—L.A. Lakers 12-29 

(Young 5-8, Price 3-3, Johnson 2-5, Bryant 
2-6, Ellington 0-1, Lin 0-6), Washington 6-
19 (Beal 3-4, Butler 2-3, Wall 1-5, Gooden 
0-2, Pierce 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—L.A. Lakers 49 (Boozer, Davis 8), 
Washington 59 (Humphries 20). Assists—
L.A. Lakers 16 (Lin 5), Washington 33 (Wall 
15). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 20, Washing-
ton 15. Technicals—L.A. Lakers defensive 
three second. A—18,490 (20,308).

Nets 95, Spurs 93 (OT)
SAN ANTONIO — Leonard 4-16 3-4 12, 

Duncan 5-18 4-4 14, Diaw 0-6 0-0 0, Parker 
4-8 0-0 9, Green 7-14 0-0 20, Ginobili 6-13 
1-2 15, Joseph 3-8 1-2 7, Baynes 2-5 0-0 4, 
Bonner 3-10 0-0 7, Belinelli 2-3 0-0 5. To-
tals 36-101 9-12 93.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 4-16 0-0 8, Tele-
tovic 9-13 3-4 26, Lopez 6-17 4-4 16, Wil-
liams 6-15 3-4 17, Bogdanovic 5-10 2-2 
14, A.Anderson 1-5 0-0 2, Jack 4-10 0-0 8, 
Jordan 1-1 0-0 2, Plumlee 1-3 0-4 2. Totals 
37-90 12-18 95.

San Antonio 19 23 16 30 5—93
Brooklyn 19 21 28 20 7—95
Three-point Goals—San Antonio 12-32 

(Green 6-11, Ginobili 2-7, Parker 1-1, Beli-
nelli 1-2, Leonard 1-2, Bonner 1-6, Duncan 
0-1, Diaw 0-2), Brooklyn 9-19 (Teletovic 5-
7, Bogdanovic 2-4, Williams 2-5, Jack 0-1, 
Johnson 0-1, A.Anderson 0-1). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—San Antonio 63 (Duncan 
17), Brooklyn 64 (Teletovic, Lopez 15). As-
sists—San Antonio 23 (Parker 6), Brooklyn 
20 (Williams 9). Total Fouls—San Antonio 
19, Brooklyn 10. A—15,989 (17,732).

Hawks 112, Heat 102
ATLANTA — Carroll 2-9 2-3 6, Millsap 

6-12 1-3 14, Horford 2-3 2-2 6, Teague 8-11 
8-8 27, Korver 6-12 3-3 18, Antic 1-4 2-2 4, 
Mack 2-5 0-0 5, Schroder 6-9 2-2 16, Scott 
4-5 0-0 9, Sefolosha 3-4 0-0 7, Bazemore 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-74 20-23 112.

MIAMI — Deng 1-3 3-4 5, McRoberts 
2-4 0-0 4, Bosh 9-12 6-8 27, Chalmers 6-8 
7-9 19, Wade 11-20 6-9 28, Napier 2-4 2-2 
7, Hamilton 1-2 0-0 2, Ennis 1-3 0-0 2, Wil-
liams 2-5 0-0 6, Granger 0-2 0-0 0, Haslem 
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 36-64 24-32 102.

Atlanta 27 28 33 24—112
Miami 18 29 25 30—102
Three-point Goals—Atlanta 12-25 

(Teague 3-5, Korver 3-7, Schroder 2-3, 
Sefolosha 1-1, Millsap 1-1, Scott 1-1, 
Mack 1-3, Carroll 0-2, Antic 0-2), Miami 
6-16 (Bosh 3-3, Williams 2-3, Napier 1-3, 
Granger 0-1, Deng 0-1, McRoberts 0-1, 
Chalmers 0-2, Wade 0-2). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Atlanta 37 (Millsap, 
Korver 6), Miami 36 (Bosh 11). Assists—
Atlanta 25 (Teague 6), Miami 25 (Chalm-
ers 11). Total Fouls—Atlanta 24, Miami 
24. A—19,600 (19,600). 

Raptors 123, Jazz 104 (OT)
TORONTO — 6-10 1-2 13, Valanciunas 

4-9 1-2 9, Lowry 13-22 9-9 39, Vasquez 7-13 
0-1 17, Williams 5-9 6-6 17, Patterson 5-6 
0-0 13, J.Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, Hansbrough 0-
0 2-2 2, Stiemsma 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 45-79 
21-24 123.

UTAH — Hayward 5-15 4-4 16, Favors 9-
13 1-1 19, Kanter 9-15 1-2 19, Burke 6-15 0-0 
15, Hood 3-8 2-2 10, Clark 0-2 0-0 0, Booker 
2-4 1-2 5, Ingles 5-10 1-1 12, Gobert 2-2 2-
2 6, Exum 1-3 0-1 2. Totals 42-87 12-15 104.

Toronto 31 38 28 26—123
Utah 24 29 29 22—104
Three-point Goals—Toronto 12-21 

(Lowry 4-5, Patterson 3-4, Vasquez 3-5, 
Williams 1-2, Ross 1-3, A.Johnson 0-2), 
Utah 8-28 (Burke 3-8, Hayward 2-5, Hood 
2-7, Ingles 1-5, Clark 0-1, Exum 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 45 (Va-
lanciunas 6), Utah 40 (Kanter 9). Assists—
Toronto 15 (Vasquez 5), Utah 21 (Burke 8). 
Total Fouls—Toronto 16, Utah 15. Flagrant 
Fouls—Gobert. A—16,677 (19,911).

Bulls 102, Hornets 95
CHICAGO — Dunleavy 3-5 0-0 9, Gasol 

7-19 5-7 19, Noah 6-9 2-4 14, Rose 5-12 3-3 
15, Butler 5-11 4-4 15, Hinrich 4-9 1-2 12, 
Mirotic 4-8 1-1 11, Brooks 3-7 0-0 7, Snell 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-80 16-21 102.

CHARLOTTE — Henderson 4-8 2-2 10, 
Zeller 5-9 2-2 12, Jefferson 5-13 3-4 13, 
Walker 7-18 8-9 23, Stephenson 9-18 2-2 
20, Williams 2-5 2-2 6, Hairston 1-7 2-2 4, 
Biyombo 2-4 0-0 4, Roberts 1-8 0-0 3, Par-
go 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-90 21-23 95.

Chicago 26 19 27 30—102
Charlotte 24 16 31 24— 95
Three-point Goals—Chicago 12-28 

(Dunleavy 3-5, Hinrich 3-6, Mirotic 2-4, 
Rose 2-7, Brooks 1-2, Butler 1-4), Char-
lotte 2-15 (Roberts 1-3, Walker 1-3, Hen-
derson 0-1, Williams 0-2, Stephenson 
0-2, Hairston 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Chicago 58 (Gasol 15), Char-
lotte 46 (Zeller, Stephenson 8). Assists—
Chicago 27 (Noah 7), Charlotte 17 (Walk-
er, Stephenson 4). Total Fouls—Chicago 
18, Charlotte 21. Technicals—Noah, Rose. 
A—16,887 (19,077).

Mavericks 107, Bucks 105
DALLAS — Parsons 6-17 1-2 14, Aminu 

5-11 1-1 13, Chandler 8-11 2-6 18, Nelson 
5-7 0-0 13, Ellis 11-26 1-1 23, Jefferson 2-5 
5-6 10, Wright 2-3 3-4 7, Harris 1-6 0-0 2, 
Barea 1-4 2-2 5, Crowder 1-1 0-0 2, Villan-
ueva 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-92 15-22 107.

MILWAUKEE — Antetokounmpo 1-4 
1-2 3, Parker 3-6 2-5 8, Sanders 3-6 0-2 6, 
Knight 8-16 7-7 25, Mayo 3-7 4-6 12, Pa-
chulia 3-6 2-2 8, Dudley 3-5 0-0 8, Bayless 
3-6 2-2 8, Middleton 8-13 4-6 21, Marshall 
3-4 0-0 6. Totals 38-73 22-32 105.

Dallas 29 28 23 27—107
Milwaukee 31 33 14 27—105
Three-point Goals—Dallas 8-27 (Nel-

son 3-5, Aminu 2-5, Barea 1-2, Jefferson 
1-3, Parsons 1-6, Ellis 0-3, Harris 0-3), Mil-
waukee 7-11 (Dudley 2-2, Mayo 2-3, Knight 
2-5, Middleton 1-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Dallas 55 (Chandler 20), Mil-
waukee 47 (Pachulia 9). Assists—Dallas 
20 (Ellis 7), Milwaukee 24 (Knight, Mayo, 
Antetokounmpo 5). Total Fouls—Dallas 
23, Milwaukee 24. Technicals—Dallas 
Bench, Pachulia. A—13,568 (18,717). 

Rockets 105, Grizzlies 96
MEMPHIS — Allen 4-7 2-2 10, Randolph

2-5 4-6 8, Gasol 4-8 0-1 8, Conley 5-9 4-4 
15, Lee 2-4 0-0 4, Udrih 3-3 3-4 9, Pondex-
ter 1-7 0-0 2, Carter 3-4 0-1 7, Koufos 4-8 
0-0 8, Leuer 3-9 1-2 7, Calathes 3-5 0-3 6, 
Stokes 5-7 2-4 12. Totals 39-76 16-27 96.

HOUSTON — Ariza 6-18 2-2 16, Motie-
junas 7-10 0-1 15, Black 5-9 0-0 10, Terry 
5-10 3-5 16, Harden 6-11 7-8 21, Dorsey 3-3 
1-2 7, Johnson 1-5 0-0 2, Garcia 2-4 0-0 6, 
Papanikolaou 6-14 0-0 12, Daniels 0-3 0-0 
0, Capela 0-6 0-2 0. Totals 41-93 13-20 105.

Memphis 28 18 22 28— 96
Houston 34 24 36 11—105
Three-point Goals—Memphis 2-13

(Carter 1-2, Conley 1-4, Allen 0-1, Leuer 0-
1, Lee 0-2, Pondexter 0-3), Houston 10-28
(Terry 3-7, Garcia 2-2, Harden 2-5, Ariza 2-
8, Motiejunas 1-1, Johnson 0-1, Papaniko-
laou 0-2, Daniels 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Memphis 50 (Gasol 7), Hous-
ton 57 (Black 11). Assists—Memphis 26 
(Calathes, Conley 6), Houston 22 (Terry
5). Total Fouls—Memphis 15, Houston 26.
Technicals—Gasol, Houston defensive
three second. A—18,151 (18,023). 

Celtics 109, Pistons 102 (OT)
DETROIT — Singler 1-7 0-0 3, Smith 4-

15 4-6 12, Drummond 12-18 3-8 27, Jen-
nings 0-11 1-2 1, Caldwell-Pope 6-15 0-0 
15, Monroe 9-17 11-11 29, Butler 3-9 0-0 8, 
Martin 2-3 0-0 6, Augustin 0-6 1-2 1, Jereb-
ko 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 37-102 20-29 102.

BOSTON — Green 8-22 10-10 32, Sull-
inger 5-12 2-2 14, Zeller 4-6 0-0 8, Rondo 1-
6 0-0 2, Bradley 2-5 0-0 6, Turner 3-8 3-4 9, 
Olynyk 8-13 2-5 20, Bass 2-9 5-6 9, Pressey 
3-5 0-0 7, Thornton 0-3 0-0 0, Smart 0-3 0-0 
0, Wallace 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 37-93 22-27 109.

Detroit 23 20 15 30 14—102
Boston 21 21 19 27 21—109
Three-point Goals—Detroit 8-27 

(Caldwell-Pope 3-8, Martin 2-3, Butler
2-4, Singler 1-4, Jerebko 0-1, Augustin
0-1, Jennings 0-6), Boston 13-30 (Green 
6-10, Bradley 2-3, Olynyk 2-4, Sullinger
2-4, Pressey 1-2, Thornton 0-1, Rondo 
0-1, Turner 0-2, Smart 0-3). Fouled Out—
Drummond, Smith. Rebounds—Detroit 
73 (Drummond 14), Boston 62 (Zeller 10). 
Assists—Detroit 20 (Jennings 12), Bos-
ton 28 (Rondo 8). Total Fouls—Detroit 23,
Boston 21. A—15,870 (18,624). 

Clippers 114, Magic 86
ORLANDO — Harris 7-11 0-1 16, Frye 2-

7 0-0 6, O’Quinn 3-3 0-0 6, Fournier 4-11 
0-0 9, Oladipo 2-8 6-8 11, Payton 3-6 2-9 8, 
Green 3-8 0-0 7, B.Gordon 4-8 3-3 11, Ded-
mon 4-7 1-2 9, Harkless 0-3 0-0 0, Nich-
olson 1-6 1-2 3, Ridnour 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
33-79 13-25 86.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 6-8 4-5 17, 
Griffin 9-16 3-4 21, Jordan 3-6 2-6 8, Redick
7-11 2-2 20, Paul 7-10 2-2 19, Crawford 1-6
3-3 5, Hawes 5-7 0-0 12, Farmar 1-3 1-2 4, 
Turkoglu 0-3 0-0 0, Davis 2-3 1-1 5, Cun-
ningham 0-1 0-0 0, Wilcox 1-3 0-0 3, Udoh
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-78 18-25 114.

Orlando 23 21 18 24— 86
L.A. Clippers 31 26 27 30—114
Three-point Goals—Orlando 7-20 (Har-

ris 2-3, Frye 2-5, Oladipo 1-1, Green 1-2,
Fournier 1-3, Ridnour 0-1, Nicholson 0-1, 
Harkless 0-2, B.Gordon 0-2), L.A. Clippers
12-31 (Redick 4-7, Paul 3-5, Hawes 2-4,
Farmar 1-2, Wilcox 1-2, Barnes 1-3, Cun-
ningham 0-1, Turkoglu 0-2, Crawford 0-5).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 
47 (Harris, Dedmon 8), L.A. Clippers 54 
(Jordan 16). Assists—Orlando 21 (Payton
6), L.A. Clippers 32 (Paul 10). Total Fouls—
Orlando 24, L.A. Clippers 17. Technicals—
L.A. Clippers defensive three second.
Ejected—O’Quinn. A—19,060 (19,060).

Leaders
Scoring

 G FG FT PTS AVG
Bryant, LAL 19 166 133 494 26.0
Harden, HOU 18 127 155 450 25.0
Davis, NOR 16 154 91 399 24.9
James, CLE 16 136 102 399 24.9
Curry, GOL 17 137 75 403 23.7
Anthony, NYK 17 150 74 399 23.5
Cousins, SAC 15 126 100 352 23.5

Rebounds
 G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Cousins, SAC 15 46 143 189 12.6
Drummond, DET 19 79 149 228 12.0
Jordan, LAC 18 56 158 214 11.9
Chandler, DAL 20 87 150 237 11.9
Vucevic, ORL 19 64 159 223 11.7

Assists
 G AST AVG
Rondo, BOS 15 164 10.9
Lawson, DEN 17 175 10.3
Wall, WAS 17 164 9.6
Paul, LAC 18 171 9.5
Curry, GOL 17 129 7.6
James, CLE 16 118 7.4
Jackson, OKC 15 109 7.3 

HANNAH FOSLIEN/AP

76ers, from left, Drew Gordon, JaKarr Sampson and Jerami Grant  watch from the bench in the fourth 
quarter against the Minnesota Timberwolves on Wednesday in Minneapolis. Philadelphia avoided tying 
the record for the worst start to a season in NBA history, ending its 0-17 skid with an 85-77 victory.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BY LUKE MEREDITH

The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — The 
final weekend in the Big 12 will 
illustrate both the risk and re-
ward that come with the league’s 
decision to do away with its title 
game.

The lack of a championship 
game might not always work out 
for the Big 12 in the playoff era.

This year, it could help push 
Baylor and TCU into the final 
four.

While the rest of the nation’s 
top playoff contenders face title-
game showdowns — or elimina-
tion games, depending on how 
they play — the Big 12 wraps 
up its regular season with three 
games that are part of its round-
robin schedule with 10 teams.

No. 5 Baylor (10-1, 7-1 Big 12), 
which was seventh in last week’s 
playoff standings, will get one 
more chance to boost its résumé 
when it hosts No. 9 Kansas State 
(9-2, 7-1) on Saturday. No. 4 TCU 
(10-1, 7-1) entertains woeful Iowa 
State (2-9, 0-8), while No. 18 
Oklahoma (8-3, 5-3) and Okla-
homa State (5-6, 3-5) tangle in 
Norman.

“I think the fact of the matter is 
there will be some years, like this 
one, where we feel just great about 
where we are. And there will be 
other years where we’ll say ‘Gee, 
we wish we had one more game to 
play because we might be able to 
differentiate ourselves,’ ” Big 12 
Commissioner Bob Bowlsby said.

The Big 12 hasn’t had a team 
compete in the national title game 
since Texas lost to Alabama fol-
lowing the 2009 season. TCU and 
Baylor each appear to have shots 
at ending that streak — partly be-

cause they don’t face the possibil-
ity of a rematch in a league title 
game.

The team ahead of the fifth-
ranked Horned Frogs in last 
week’s playoff rankings, Missis-
sippi State, lost at Ole Miss and 
finished the regular season with 
two losses.

The team behind TCU, Ohio 
State, beat Michigan. The Buck-
eyes also lost star quarterback 
J.T. Barrett for the year with an 
ankle injury.

But TCU is almost in a no-win 
situation on Saturday by playing 
the struggling Cyclones instead of 
a fellow championship contender.

The Horned Frogs are ex-
pected to blow out Iowa State. 
But if they struggle like they did 
against Kansas a few weeks back, 
the committee might have a rea-

son to re-examine its résumé.
That’s why Iowa State coach 

Paul Rhoads is preparing to face
a team looking for all the style
points it can earn.

“They don’t want to leave any
doubt in any member of the selec-
tion committee that they deserve 
to be in the top four,” Rhoads said. 
“We’ve seen all the tape. There’s 
no question they belong in the 
final four. But they’ll be going out
to leave no doubts in anybody’s
minds.”

Baylor will benefit from the
Mississippi State loss and the 
uncertainty with the Buckeyes’ 
quarterback situation as well.

The Bears also beat TCU head
to head — and a win over K-State 
would arguably be as impressive
as anything Alabama, Oregon 
and Florida State could pull off 
this weekend.

 Bowlsby said the league’s
round-robin schedule means that
teams have to go through ev-
eryone in the league to win the
championship — and he added
that the NCAA doesn’t allow 10-
team leagues to play a title game 
anyway.

This year, that looks like a good
thing for the league.

“We like playing everybody,”
Bowlsby said. “There may be 
years in the future where our
teams carve each other up and
our champion is going to have
three losses in the league. At that
point, it’s going to be very difficult
to access the playoff. So, I think
we’re always looking to gather as 
much information as we can and 
make decisions in light of modern 
circumstances. But there’s going
to be years when it’s great, and
there’s going to be years when it 
isn’t.”

BY RUSTY MILLER

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio 
State coach Urban Meyer showed 
smooth timing as he went down 
the list of accomplishments by his 
senior class.

He mentioned that they helped 
set a school record with 24 con-
secutive wins, that they’ve won 35 
of their last 38 games, that they’ve 
captured three Big Ten division 
titles and that they haven’t lost a 
conference game the last three 
regular seasons.

Then, without skipping a beat, 
he added, “One thing you’ll notice 
I did not mention in there was a 
championship.”

After going 6-7 as freshmen, 
and then missing out on the league 
title game due to NCAA proba-
tion, they were beaten by Michi-
gan State 34-24 in last year’s Big 
Ten championship game.

Now the Buckeyes (11-1, 8-0 
Big Ten, No. 5 CFP) get a second 
chance at winning one when they 
take on No. 11 Wisconsin (10-2, 7-
1, No. 13 CFP) on Saturday night 
in Indianapolis.

Like having a résumé with a 
gigantic hole in the middle, the 
Buckeyes know that all of their 
accomplishments don’t mean 
much without this one prize.

“A lot of guys in our class are 
like, ‘We haven’t won anything 
since we’ve been here,’ ” senior 
cornerback Doran Grant said. 
“We’ve won a couple Eastern 
Division championships, but we 
haven’t won a Big Ten title or 
anything bigger than that. That’s 
our main goal.”

Two weeks ago Meyer said re-
turning to Indianapolis was his 
team’s primary goal coming into 
the season.

“That was everything,” he said. 
“Everything we did was to get an-
other shot at the Big Ten champi-
onship. Everything, and that’s at 

the doorstep.”
Wisconsin stands in the way. 

And the Badgers are almost the 
anti-Buckeyes when it comes to 
Big Ten titles.

They’ve played in the champi-
onship three of its four years and 
are chasing their fourth Big Ten 
crown in five seasons after win-
ning three in a row, 2010-12.

Meanwhile, the Buckeyes — 
despite being national contenders 
the past three years — can’t even 
claim one ring.

 The Buckeyes would also miss 
out on a shot at the playoff if they 
lose to the Badgers.

They’ve steadily climbed in 
the CFP rankings. But now that 
they’re so close to contending for 
one of those four precious berths, 
they’re coming off a win over 
rival Michigan in which they lost 
star quarterback J.T. Barrett to a 
broken ankle.

Jeff Long, chairman of the 
committee which decides the 
playoff teams, said his group will 
judge the Buckeyes’ performance 
without Barrett and with Cardale 
Jones as his replacement to see if 
Ohio State is worthy of a playoff 
spot.

A lot is clearly riding on this 
one game at Lucas Oil Stadium.

“That’s how you want to go 
out,” tight end Jeff Heuerman 
said. “You want to go out being a 
Big Ten champion.”

Big Ten title has
eluded Buckeyes

Big Ten Championship
Wisconsin vs. Ohio State

AFN-Atlantic
2 a.m. Sunday CET
10 a.m. Sunday JKT

JAY LAPRETE/AP

Ohio State will have to try to win the Big Ten title without 
quarterback J.T. Barrett, who broke his ankle during last week’s 
victory over Michigan. 

ASHLEY LANDIS/AP

TCU’s Aaron Green celebrates a touchdown during the second half of last week’s 48-10 victory over 
Texas in Austin, Texas. TCU is in position to make the first playoff if it can beat Iowa State on Saturday.

TCU, Baylor might benefit
from no Big 12 title game

TIM SHARP/AP

Baylor quarterback Bryce Petty 
missed most of the second half 
of last week’s 48-46 victory 
over Texas Tech.
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 BY JOE KAY

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Memphis already has at least a 
share of its first football conference championship 
since 1971. The Tigers have to wait a 
few more days to see if they’ll wind up 
all alone.

The American Athletic Conference 
could finish with a real pile-up at the top.

Central Florida can pull into a tie with 
Memphis by winning at East Carolina on 
Thursday. Then Cincinnati — the pre-
season pick to win it all — could make it 
a three-way split by beating Houston at 
Paul Brown Stadium on Saturday.

The 11-team league played its second 
season with an unbalanced schedule. 
There’s no tiebreaker to decide an out-
right champion. The league will add Navy 
next season and divide into six-team di-
visions with a championship game.

“What a year this has been — a 
long year, looking back at the ups and 
downs,” Cincinnati coach Tommy Tu-
berville said on Tuesday. “It’s been an interesting 
year, one that I’ll never forget, of all the different 
things that’s happened.”

Memphis (9-3, 7-1) provided the biggest surprise. 
The Tigers won at Cincinnati 41-14 on Oct. 4 to take 
control of the league race. They won their last six 
games — their longest winning streak since 1969 

— for their first title since they were in the Missouri
Valley Conference.

“To be able to be called champions feels so good,” 
senior running back Brandon Hayes said. “I would
never have guessed that we would end up like this.

It’s definitely a great feeling and I can’t
wait to see where we get placed for this
bowl game. The sky’s the limit now.”

UCF (8-3, 6-1) won the title last year
and can share another with a win at
East Carolina (8-3, 5-2) on Thursday 
night. The Knights are 14-1 in their 
two years of AAC play and beat Baylor
in the Fiesta Bowl last season. They’ve 
never won back-to-back league titles.

“It would mean the world to me 
and these guys,” linebacker Terrance
Plummer said. “It’s what our ulti-
mate goal is every year and if we’re 
able to achieve that, it will be very
special to us. We’ll be the first (UCF)
team to win back-to-back conference
championships.”

East Carolina was the only AAC
team to get ranked during the season, making it up
to No. 18 in the AP poll during a six-week stay. The
lack of ranked teams hurt the conference’s national 
profile.

“I said that to our presidents and athletic direc-
tors at our fall meeting,” Commissioner Mike Ares-
co said during a visit to Cincinnati last month. “It’s 
a work in progress in football. 

Friday, December 5, 2014
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 BY BRENT KALLESTAD

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Chaos 
has become the norm at Florida 
State.

There seems to be a constant 
stream of off-field issues swirling 
around the Seminoles, who just 
keep winning games and champi-
onships amid the turmoil.

This week is no different. Quar-
terback Jameis Winston has spent 
part of the week participating in a 
university hearing to determine if 
violated the student code of con-
duct. The undefeated Seminoles 
were dropped in the College Foot-
ball Rankings despite winning 
their 28th straight game.

Through it all, the Seminoles are 
preparing to take on Georgia Tech 
(No. 11 in CFP) in Saturday’s At-
lantic Coast Conference title game 
in Charlotte, N.C.

“Our team keeps looking for-
ward,” Florida State coach Jimbo 
Fisher said. “We are achieving, 
getting better and doing things we 
have to do.”

One thing Fisher did this week 
was move practice Tuesday to the 
evening which allowed Winston to 
participate after five hours at the 
closed-door student conduct code 
disciplinary hearing that contin-
ued on Wednesday, before ending 
Wednesday afternoon. The woman 
who said Winston sexually assault-
ed her in December 2012 also par-
ticipated in the hearing, which was 
held to determine whether Win-
ston violated any or all of four sec-
tions of the code of conduct — two 
for sexual misconduct and two for 
endangerment.

No decision was made after the 
hearing. Winston and the woman 
were asked to submit final rec-
ommendations to a hearing offi-
cer within the next week. Former 
Florida Supreme Court Justice 
Major Harding then has 10 school 
days to rule.

In addition to the hearing this 
week, the College Playoff commit-
tee dropped Florida State — the na-
tion’s only major college unbeaten 

team — to No. 4 on Tuesday. That 
would set up a matchup with Ala-
bama if the rankings remain intact 
after all the conference champion-
ships are settled this weekend. 
The Seminoles had already fallen 
behind Alabama in the weekly Top 
25 poll announced Sunday.

Fisher questions how winning 
can be devalued regardless of style 
points or game control.

“We’re turning into figure skat-
ers,” he said in reference to the 
new playoff selection process. 
“We’re judging.”

While there seems to be ques-
tions about Florida State’s close 
victories, Fisher sees the wins as 
the reigning national champions 
passing every test they’ve faced.

The Seminoles were down 21-0 
at Louisville and won 42-31, trailed 
North Carolina State 24-7 and won 
56-41, got behind at Miami 16-0 
and won 30-26. Archrival Florida 
took a 9-0 lead last week before the 
Seminoles prevailed 24-19. Then 
there were the home wins against 
Notre Dame and Boston College as 
time ran out.

“These guys have been able to 
battle through and achieve,” Fish-
er said. “I want them to under-
stand how tough they really are, 
how mentally tough they are. How 
they’ve been able to overcome a lot 
of those things. It’s hard to go back-
to-back seasons undefeated.”

They defeated Clemson, now 
ranked 19th, 23-17 with Winston 
watching from the sideline as he 
served a one-game suspension for 
an obscene outburst on campus. 
The defense and sophomore back-
up quarterback Sean Maguire got 
it done against the Tigers. Maguire 
passed for 304 yards and a touch-
down in his first collegiate start.

Florida State has run rough-
shod over its ACC brethren the last 
three years. Since an early season 
three-game skid in 2011, Florida 
State has won 45 of 48 games, in-
cluding 23 in a row in the ACC.

They’ll need another one Satur-
day against the Yellow Jackets to 
get a shot at winning back-to-back 
national titles.

Seminoles keep on winning despite 
constant stream of off-field issues

Normal Chaos
DON JUAN MOORE/AP

Seminoles quarterback Jameis Winston, right, and his attorney David 
Cornwell arrive at Florida State’s Materials Research building for his 
student code of conduct hearing on Tuesday in Tallahassee, Fla. 

 BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — After knocking 
off his biggest rival, Paul Johnson 
couldn’t help himself.

“Not bad for a high-school of-
fense,” the Georgia Tech coach 
quipped to a reporter.

That’s just the way P.J. rolls.
He relishes the role of under-

dog, the little guy defying the 
odds, which makes Saturday 
night’s appearance in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference championship 
game all the more satisfying.

He is confident to the point of 
arrogance, prickly at times, and 
sure doesn’t mind sparring a bit 
with those who take issue with 
that triple-option offense.

“Why do I poke back after 
being poked at for 30 years?” he 
said, breaking into a sly grin and 
mockingly answering his own 
question. “I have no idea.”

The No. 12 Yellow Jackets (10-
2) will face defending national 
champion Florida State (12-0), a 
team that has gone more than two 
years without a loss.

Don’t expect Johnson and his 
team to show the least bit of def-
erence to the No. 2 Seminoles.

 Johnson is defiant toward those 
who say his beloved offensive 
scheme is out of touch with the 
modern football world, who claim 
he’ll never be able land a bunch of 
A-list recruits when he insists on 
using a system that doesn’t trans-
late to the NFL.

“People are going to say what 
they want to say. I have a whole 
body of work,” Johnson said. “I’ve 
been a head coach for 18 years. 
Fourteen of those 18 years, my 
teams have won their division 
or their conference. If that’s not 
good enough, I guess it’s not good 
enough. I’ll let someone else make 
that decision. ”

 Johnson was honored Tuesday 

as the ACC coach of the year, the 
third time he’s received that honor 
in seven years at Georgia Tech. 

 Johnson, who has just two years 
left on his contract, made it clear 
that he’s eager to stick with the 
Yellow Jackets for the long haul. 
He also knows that many top-
level schools would not be inter-

ested in a coach who comes with
own unique offense, no matter 
how much success he’s had.

“I enjoy the players. I enjoy the
school,” he said. “It’s been good
here.”

At 57, he’s not about to change.
It’s the P.J. Way, take it or leave

it. 

GT’s Johnson doing it his way

AAC title could be divided 3 ways

‘ It’s been an 
interesting year,
one that I’ll 
never forget, of 
all the different 
things that’s 
happened. ’

Tommy Tuberville
Cincinnati coach, on an 
up-and-down season in 
the 11-team American 

Athletic Conference

DAVID TULIS/AP

Georgia Tech head coach Paul Johnson shouts and clenches his fist 
after beating Georgia 30-24 in overtime last Saturday in Athens, Ga. 
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BY ANNE M. PETERSON

The Associated Press

It’s a rematch.
Although Oregon always preaches looking ahead to 

the next “nameless, faceless opponent,” even Ducks 
coach Mark Helfrich says playing the in the Pac-12 
championship on Friday against Arizona has more 
significance.

That’s because Oregon’s lone loss this season 
came against the Wildcats back on Oct. 2 at Autzen 
Stadium.

The No. 3 Ducks were already buzzing about No. 8 
Arizona just minutes after their Civil War victory over 
rival Oregon State on Saturday night.

“We talked a little bit about preparing to give some-
body our best shot. I would have said it about whoever 
was next,” Helfrich said about his postgame message 
to the Ducks. “But certainly our guys know the ‘coul-
da, woulda, shoulda’ of some of that night.”

Arizona (10-2, 7-2) clinched a spot in the league 
championship game this past Friday, when UCLA fell 
to Stanford and the Wildcats defeated Arizona State 
42-35.

The Ducks (11-1, 8-1), who had earlier claimed the 
Pac-12 North, capped their regular season with the 
47-19 victory over the Beavers in the 118th Civil War 
game.

The win held Oregon at No. 3 in the AP Top 25 on Sun-
day. The Ducks are ranked No. 2 in the College Football 
Playoff rankings behind Alabama, meaning that if they 
can beat Arizona they’re all but assured to be one of the 
four teams to make the cut for the first playoff.

Arizona jumped four spots to No. 8 in the latest AP 
poll for the team’s highest rank-
ing since 1999. The Wildcats are 
at No. 7 in the CFP rankings.

“The preparation is the same 
and that will be my message to 
the team today,” Arizona coach 
Rich Rodriguez said Sunday. 
“We talk about keeping the 
main thing the same, which is 
just getting ready to work every 
day, practice the way we prac-
tice, focus on your opponent and 
don’t worry about things you 

can’t control.”
 Back in October, freshman Nick Wilson ran for two 

touchdowns and caught a scoring pass from quarter-
back Anu Solomon in a 31-24 victory over the then-No. 
2 Ducks.

Terris Jones-Grigsby plowed into the end zone from 
a yard out for the tiebreaking touchdown with 2:54 
left, and Arizona held on after sacking Heisman hope-
ful Marcus Mariota and recovering his fumble.

In 2013, the Wildcats intercepted Mariota’s pass on 
his first play from scrimmage, ending his Pac-12 re-
cord streak of 353 passes without a pick, and went on 
to rout then No. 5 Oregon 42-16 in Tucson. It was the 
Ducks’ first loss to an unranked team since 2009.

 Mariota, who had six touchdowns — four via pass 
and two keepers — in the Civil War victory over the 
Beavers, was staying on script for the Pac-12 cham-
pionship. He said the Ducks would “continue to ap-
proach it like any other game.”

“We’re just going to play our game. Arizona did a 
great job setting and dictating tempo in the last meet-
ing,” he added. “If we go out and execute to the best of 
our abilities and execute the game plans that are put 
in front of us, we should hopefully be successful.”

But Oregon wide receiver Byron Marshall wasn’t 
shy about addressing what the rematch really means 
to the Ducks.

“Just to know that you lost to somebody, it just sits 
there and sits there,” Marshall said. “You move on, 
but you never forget. Now we have a time to right our 
wrong.”

BY ANNE M. PETERSON

The Associated Press

For Arizona, it hasn’t been a mat-
ter of stopping Marcus Mariota, just 
throwing him a bit off-kilter.

The Wildcats have defeated the 
Ducks in each of the last two seasons 
and coach Rich Rodriguez said that’s 
because Arizona has been able to slow 
Oregon’s star quarterback with three 
things: turnovers, effort and luck.

“If you look back at his stats, he got a 
lot of yards and big plays, but we got a 
couple turnovers. Some of it was great 
individual effort and some of it was a 
little bit of luck,” Rodriguez said. “If 
you go back to this game or even the 
game last season, he still got his yards, 
and he is still going to get his yards and 
make his plays.”

It appears all but certain at this point 
that Mariota will be among the Heis-
man Trophy finalists when they are 
announced on Dec. 8. But first the No. 
3 Ducks (11-1, 8-1) must play the No. 8 
Wildcats (10-2, 7-2) in the Pac-12 cham-
pionship game on Friday night.

The mobile junior from Hawaii has 
thrown for at least one touchdown in 
each of the first 38 games he’s played 
in at Oregon, an FBS-level record. He’s 
only lost four games as Oregon’s starter, 
but two of those came against Arizona.

He set a Pac-12 record this season 
with 48 total touchdowns, including 
36 via pass, 11 keepers and one TD re-
ception. He leads the nation with nine 
games of four or more touchdowns this 
season. His 36 touchdown passes are 
also an Oregon record.

Overall, Mariota has completed 229 
of 334 passes for 3,470 yards and just 

two interceptions, and he’s the Ducks’ 
second-leading rusher with 636 yards.

“I think Marcus has been one of the 
best quarterbacks in the country since 
he made his first start,” Rodriguez 
said.

Arizona has been one of the schools 
to get to him. The Wildcats have in-
tercepted him three times and forced 
him to fumble three times over the past 
three seasons.

Earlier this season, Mariota passed 
for 276 yards and a pair of touchdowns 
in a 31-24 home loss to Arizona. The 
Wildcats’ victory had more to do with 
their ability to stop Oregon’s rush than 
anything, but Scooby Wright sacked 
Mariota and stripped him of the ball 
for a turnover with 2:11 to play. It was 
Oregon’s final drive of the game.

“It was a good play by him,” Mariota 
said at the time. “They ran some cover-
age that we weren’t really expecting, 
and I was just trying to make the play. 
My instincts always lead the ball to go 
low, and he kind of just ripped it away.”

Arizona routed the Ducks 42-16 last
year in Tucson. Mariota threw for 308
yards and two touchdowns, but also
had two interceptions.

His first came on Oregon’s first play
from scrimmage, when Bralon Addison
dropped a pass near the sideline. Ari-
zona cornerback Shaquille Richardson 
snared the carom and flipped it back to
Wright as he was falling out of bounds.
Ka’Deem Carey followed with a 6-yard
touchdown run to kick start the upset. .

Afterward Mariota said: “It hurts. I 
haven’t been blown out like this in my 
life.”

In Mariota’s first year — and Chip
Kelly’s last with the Ducks — Oregon
blanked Arizona 49-0 at Autzen. Then 
a redshirt freshman, Mariota threw for
260 yards and two touchdowns, but he 
was intercepted once.

The Wildcats earned a spot in the
league championship game last Friday 
when UCLA fell to Stanford and Arizo-
na defeated rival Arizona State 42-35.

The Ducks closed out the regular
season with a 47-19 victory over Ore-
gon State. Oregon, while at No. 3 in the
AP rankings, was No. 2 in the College
Football Playoff rankings.

Should the Ducks defeat Arizona,
they’ll assuredly be one of the four
teams included in the first playoffs.

Mariota is going to treat it like any
other game.

“We’re just going to play our game.
Arizona did a great job setting and dic-
tating tempo in the last meeting,” he
said. “If we go out and execute to the
best of our abilities and execute the
game plans that are put in front of us,
we should hopefully be successful.”

PAC-12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Ducks out to avenge only loss vs. Arizona

STEVE DYKES/AP

Arizona quarterback Anu Solomon, left, hugs Oregon quarterback Marcus Mariota after their Oct. 2 game in Eugene, 
Ore. Arizona won, 31-24, the only blemish on the No. 3 Ducks’ season and Mariota’s bid for the Heisman Trophy.

No. 3 Oregon eager to make 
up for early October upset

‘ Now we 
have a time 
to right our 
wrong. ’
Byron Marshall

Oregon
wide receiver

Wildcats have history of thwarting Ducks’ Mariota

No. 8 Arizona (10-2, 7-2)
vs. No. 3 Oregon (11-1, 8-1)

AFN-Sports
3 a.m. Saturday CET
11 a.m. Saturday JKT

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
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BY JOHN ZENOR

The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The 
final score was more Oregon or 
Baylor than Alabama.

The top-ranked Crimson Tide 
showed it can keep pace in a 
point-a-minute shootout with a 
55-44 victory over Auburn that 
seemed so out of character from 
the typical ’Bama powerhouses 
built on running and defense.

Alabama (11-1) hasn’t aban-
doned that formula so much 
as expanded on it heading into 
Saturday’s Southeastern Confer-
ence championship game against 
No. 14 Missouri. Now, opponents 
have to prepare for some no-
huddle, a heavy dose of receiver 
Amari Cooper and maybe even a 
shootout.

“I think it’s scary for them,” 
Tide safety Nick Perry said. 
“Usually ’Bama beats you with 
defense and running the ball. 
Now, we can play a whole differ-
ent type of game. We can put up 
points or we can shut them down 
with defense. I think that’s scary 
for other teams.”

Sure, the high-scoring game 
was a rarity for coach Nick Sa-
ban’s team, which did outscore 
Texas A&M 49-42 last season. 
It was the highest in combined 
points for an Alabama game since 
a 110-0 win over Marion Institute 
in 1922.

“The way we’re headed in col-
lege football, there’s going to be 
games like this, and you’re going 
to have to be able to win games 
like this,” Saban said.

 Sometimes joining them makes 
it easier to beat them. That 
was the case in the Iron Bowl, 
when Alabama’s defense, which 
came in as the league’s top unit, 

couldn’t contain Auburn’s no-
huddle attack.

The reverse was true, also, 
when the Tide upped the tempo.

Not a sentence uttered very 
often: Alabama gave up 630 yards 
and won.

 Alabama has opened things up 
some under first-year offensive 
coordinator Lane Kiffin, a final-
ist for the Broyles Award given to 
the nation’s top assistant coach.

Quarterback Blake Sims has 
passed for 2,988 yards. Cooper 
has demolished school records 
with 103 catches for 1,573 yards 
and 14 touchdowns.

 Saban said Alabama started 
adopting the “fastball” style at 
times because Sims thrived when 
the Tide went no-huddle.

He was even urging Kiffin 
to throw downfield more in the 
first half against Auburn. Kiffin 
listened.

Cooper had touchdown catches 
of 39 and 75 yards in the third 
quarter. The Heisman Trophy 
candidate has been the primary 
beneficiary among Kiffin’s play-
makers, but fellow receiver De-
Andrew White is enjoying being 
along for the ride in this offense, 
too. 

BY R.B. FALLSTROM

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, Mo. — At the 
halfway point, Missouri’s season 
was on the verge of ruin.

Losing to lightly regarded In-
diana at home was one thing. 
Just one of those stinkers to be 
shrugged off.

Getting smoked 34-0 by Geor-
gia two weeks later while the 
student body retreated back to 
the dorms was the true turning 
point. The Tigers were 4-2 after 
the loss, seemingly on the way to 
justifying preseason predictions 
that the defending SEC Eastern 
Division champions had nothing 
for an encore.

Emotions in the locker room 
were raw.

“It was tough. It was rough,” 
quarterback Maty Mauk said. 
“Personally, I’d never been shut 
out in my life and I know a lot of 
other people hadn’t, either. How 
we bounced back, that’s how you 
want it to be.”

Coach Gary Pinkel let players 
know he believed in them, but 
also put his foot down hard. Com-
mitting five turnovers had him 
really riled.

“I didn’t flip out on them,” Pin-
kel said. “I said, ‘Everybody’s 
frustrated, disappointed. But we 
have a chance to do something 
about it.’ ” He added: “I think we 
can be really good still.”

There has been no real wow 
factor about Missouri this season. 
But there has been no looking 
back since that game, either. The 
key drive, the critical stop, the 
game-changing takeaways — it’s 
all been there just enough to keep 
the program rolling.

The Tigers’ finest quality, per-
haps, is perseverance.

Missouri (10-2) is ranked 14th 
and totes a six-game winning 
streak into Saturday’s conference 
title game against top-ranked
Alabama (11-1) in Atlanta. Last
week’s comeback from an 11-point 
halftime deficit to beat Arkansas
and repeat as top dog in the East 
was the latest, hard-earned tri-
umph typical of the second half of
the season.

They’re far from the high-scor-
ing outfit to which the Tigers have
become accustomed, topping 40 
points just once and leaning on a 
defense that could be Pinkel’s best
in 14 seasons. They began their
current six-game winning streak
with a 42-13 victory at Florida but 
the last five have been decided by
10 or fewer points.

They led Vanderbilt by three
points late in the fourth quar-
ter before Bud Sasser’s 25-yard
touchdown catch, trailed Texas 
A&M by a touchdown in the third 
quarter before charging ahead on
two touchdown runs by Russell 
Hansbrough, and pulled ahead to
stay after halftime at Tennessee. 

BRYNN ANDERSON/AP

Alabama quarterback Blake Sims, right, runs into the end zone for a touchdown against Auburn 
defensive back Jonathan Jones during the second half of Saturday’s game in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Alabama in a shootout?
No problem these days

BRYNN ANDERSON/AP

Alabama wide receiver Amari Cooper, right, has benefitted from a 
more up-tempo offense under first year coordinator Lane Kiffen.

Missouri winning
minus wow factor

SEC championship
Missouri vs. Alabama

AFN-Sports
10 p.m. Saturday CET

6 a.m. Sunday JKT

L.G. PATTERSON/AP

Missouri running back Marcus Murphy, right, drags Arkansas’ Rohan 
Gaines into the end zone as he scores the winning touchdown during 
the fourth quarter on Nov. 28 in Columbia, Mo.
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